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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb Translator feels it due, both to his 
Aythor and the Pablic, to apologize for the 
deviation from his original plan of publishing 
the whole of -the " Gospel Seeds" with "The 
Righteousness of the Saints" ai; one time; 
jfK but, the attention which an increasing Church 

ii^ and Congregation demands, rendering it per- 

tkQ fectly hopeless for him just now to fulfil that 

intention, he presents at once those Precious 
Seeds that are already prepared, rather than 
that the Church of God should be longer 
deprived of the benefit of possessing them. 

If the Lord permit the Translator health, 
the remainder will come forth as Part IL 
during the Summer, viz : 

VI. Reply to the Excuse of an unbelieving Heart, 
*' I wish to believe in Grace, bat I cannot. '^ 
VII. The liars. 

VIII. The Four Voices of the Lord. 
IX. All of God, and nothing of Man. 

May, 1833. 
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TRANSLATOR'S INTRODUCTION. 



In imd^rtaking to bring before that portion 
of '' The Church,'* which is found in the 
British Dominions, a selection from the 
wotks of a Continental Divine, translated 
into English, I consider myself entitled to 
offer a few words. 

I must here define what I meim by ^* The 
Ohwrch ;" as to that alone I address this 
preface. I have no other terms by which 
t& define it than those with which the 
Holy Scriptures supply me. It is ac- 
cording to the will of God the Father that 
** The Church^' is chosen in Clurist Jesus, 
nnited to him, and laved in him, before the 
feufidation of the world — ^Jesus, the Christ, 
is " The flfeorf"— His body is " The Church^ 
Each Member of the Body, elected in Jesus 
in eternity out of the fall, from whatever 
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nation, or kindred, or people, or tongue, 
has been in time redeemed ; is drawn by the 
cords of love out of the world by the doc- 
trines of the Gospel ; is regenerated by the 
power of God the Holy Ghost, through the 
word of life and truth ; is given faith to 
believe, that the despised Nazarene, of the 
substance of the Virgin Mother, is Messiah, 
the Son of God, God over all. Blessed for 
ever, who was crucified through weak- 
ness, raised up by the Spirit, and ascending 
to his Father, received gifts for men, who 
are built up in Him for an habitation of 
God through the Spirit ; believing, he has 
life in Him ; obedience to the ordinances of 
Baptism, of Prayer, of Public Worship, and 
of the Supper of the Lord, is carefully and 
joyfully observed ; having life from the head 
by the Spirit dwelling in him, the fruits of 
love, joy, peace, 8cc. &c. are produced ; and 
be is kept by the power of God through 
faith, for enjoyment to the full in a glorified 
body^ when Christ comes again upon earth, 
and when He will, reign with his saints for 
ever. This body, chosen, united, loved, re- 
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deemed, regenerated, given faith, possessing 
gifts, inhabited of God, having life, fruitful, 
kept, and glorified in its Head, Christ Jesus, is 
" The Church," be the individuals composing 
it, King or peasant. Prince or people. Old 
or young. Episcopalian or Presbyterian, Cal- 
vinist or Methodist, Male or female. ** Christ 
** is All" — " ye are One in Christ Jesus." 

I now proceed : There can be little doubt, 
my brethren, that many, upon hearing of 
this Publication, will be disposed thus to 
express themselves — ** Why this addition 
made to our already overgrown mass of 
religious publications, for the purpose of 
importing foreign views of divine truth, 
upon subjects with which British Ministers 
of the Gospel have long been familiarized 
and. Who undertakes to give this to us ?" 
Within how short a period would not mine 
own lips have given utterance to such words 
as these ! But remember yvwdttreavrov. Do 
you. Christians, consider yourselves " rich 
and increased with goods, aud having need 
of nothing?'' May it not be to this cause 
ascribed, that so many among you are 
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*' miserable, poor, and blind, and wretched, 
and naked?" Rev. iii. 17* 

In all godly sincerity, and in all tender, 
ness, with unaffected humility, as in the 
presence of the holy Ood; and with all 
Christian love and Christian boldness in the 
sight of The Church, let me address myself to 
each particular in the above conjectured 
observation. 

I. You have in England a press, teeming 
with what are called religious works. But 
suffer me to ask, " Do all religious publica- 
tions give circulation to Bible truths?" do 
one half? do one third? Instead of teach- 
ing " what saith the Lord V* how many teach 
for doctrines the commandments or tradi- 
tions of men ? These works, again, do they 
tend to the reading of the Bible ? Is it not 
true, that these works have been studied, 
the Bible neglected? But should another 
reply, " Has not, at all events, the Bible 
been circulated in a manner unparalleled ?" 
Yes, undoubtedly true ; but — Has its grand 
leading doctrine been as zealously preached, 
and the precepts founded upon it, as strongly 
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enforced upoD^ and practised by^ the re- 
cipients of the same, as have the Views of 
our respective parties, the Doctrines of our 
particular sects, the Precepts of our religious 
leaders ? 

II. What need to import foreign views 
upon subjects already understood ? Beloved 
Brethren ; I fear you are here in grievous 
error; Satan was well aware of the effect 
which the diffusion of unadulterated Truth 
would produce, and by the contrivance of 
a master-hand, and indifferent to the out- 
works, provided the citadel were his, he 
has secretly succeeded in turning away from 
the simplicity of the Faith, the eye of leaders, 
quite sure of the ultimate consequences to 
themselves and their soldiers. To drop all 
metaphor, I have fearful reasons for be- 
lieving, that faith in Jesus, the Christ, the 
Son of God, God over all, blessed for ever, 
was early corrupted, soon ceased to be 
preached in purity and Bible-simplicity, and 
is, at this day, as little understood, as the 
enemy of Christ Jesus and his Kingdom could 
possibly desire. But, my dear brethren, do 
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I proToke to anger by the expressioo of 
such fears T God forbid ; yea, rather may 
I Dot hope God will bless the endeavour now 
making', through the medium of the follow- 
ing pages, to our mutual and eternal good? 
Suffer me then, again, to ask these ques- 
tions. Am I correct in the apprehension, 
that there has been, for a succession of 
years, a tradition of opinions in every sect, 
which, whether right or wrong, the respec- 
tive partizans never stop to inquire ; but they 
take these opinions as correct, because held 
and sustained by the recognised leader ; and, 
are unwilling to acknowledge, or even believe 
they can be in ignorance, (which ignorance 
is pardonable and natural, but most unpar- 
donable when producing neglect of, and 
opposition to the investigation by others,) of 
subjects too vast for their own minds to 
grasp, and consequently brand as " schb- 
matics," and " troubiers of Israel," and " dis- 
seminators of discord," and " men of no 
weight," all those who would rather search 
Scriptures than depend upon the dog- 
of any party, for the elucidation of 
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divine truth. Is it not fearfully correct, 
that salvation by faith,* Faith as described, 
Heb. xi. ; was never less preached than at 
this present day? and that, consequently, 
the Christianity of this age is as unlike the 
Christianity of the Bible, as is an imitation 
to an original, on account of the defi- 

* I stop not here to enter into the minute detail of 
the deep importance of being very accurate in the ex- 
pression of faith as connected with salvation ; but these 
few words will exhibit what I mean. ^' Hon salut 
** passe j9Ar (through) la foi, mais il ne vient pasde (of) la 
" foi ;*' also, to live bi/ faith upon Jesus, the Christ, the 
Son of God, is one thing, and it is a Christianas privi- 
lege ; to live upon faith in Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, is another thing, and it is a Christian's error. 
Faith, the faith of God*s elect, knows nothing of essen\- 
tial and non-essential truths; whatever is Truth is 
essential ; Faith knows nothing of Gifts of the Spirit, 
as ordinary or extraordinary. Whatever God has said, 
faith substantializes ; whatever God has promised to the 
church, faith asks; as (for instance) in the language 
of a Collect in use bv '^ the Constitutional and Ancestral 
Church of England. "f " O Lord God Almighty, who 
'' didst endue thy holy Apostle Barnabas, with singular 
" gifts of the Holy Ghost, leave us not, we beseech thee, 
^ destitute of thy manifold gifts, nor yet of grace to use 
<^ them always to thy honour and glory." 

f Coleridge. 
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ciency of tbat which coDStitnted the glorj of 
the latter. Bat more of this just now. The 
glorious doctrine, and its practical results, 
which these pa^s unfold, is the doctrine 
and the practice of which pampered Eog- 
land has lost sight; but which, taught to, 
and embraced by some continental divines, 
under the fire of persecntion, through the 
blessed influence of God the Holy Spirit, 
the Translator has the liberty and privilege 
of laying before yon, from one of them, in 
his affectionate longing for your good ; in 
his grateful remembrance of the liberality of 
many among you in carnal things ; and in his 
Christian love, desiring you should partici- 
pate in his spiritaal things. 

III. Is it observed, " The subjects of 
which the following pages treat have been 
long familiarised to British Ministers of the 
Gospel." My dear Brethren in the ministry ; 
I greatly fear for the Church of God in Great 
Britain. I greatly fear it has fallen into 
some, if not many, of the sins which brought 
~ int the removal of the candlestick from 

i Asiatic churches of old. And even here. 
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is it for me, who am not worthy to address 
yoUy for causes best known to the God I 
desire now to serve, (and to my own con- 
science,) is it for me even to appear to write 
in anger? with prejudice? God knoweth 
my heart, I lie not. I address you solely, 
in the earnest hope that you will pray for the 
enlightening influence of the Holy Spirit, to 
enable you calmly to investigate the state of 
religion, Bible religion, in England ; to enable 
you to reflect that the dust of the world may 
soil even the most perfect work; that cor- 
ruption will, from the lapse of years, enter 
into the beams of the most strongly-built edi- 
fice; that in short, from various causes, too 
numerous here to specify, errors may exist, 
which, if timely discovered, meditated upon 
in the closet, confessed before God, may be 
removed, and their consequences averted. 
Examine, re-examine, O ! ye " fellow-la- 
bourers of God," (0€ov ffvvepyoi) the commis- 
sion with which the ministers of the church 
are charged. Ye are to proclaim, not to 
ofier peace ; exhorting to obedience and holy 
conduct as arising from, and not as pro^ 
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ducing, assuraoce of that peace being made. 
Conscientioiuly analyze your sermons by 
the tett of the Holy Bible, and not I^ the 
test of your existing feelings, or jour reli- 
gious party. If, my beloved brethren, we 
are in error in our closets, we shall otter 
error from oar pulpits ; it is because of the 
preachers that the people perish for lack of 
knowledge ; for " how shall they hear with- 
out a preacher?" May the perusal of the 
following pages lead os to enqnire, 

1. Is the Gospel doctrine wkich we preach 
THAT Gospel doctrine which Jesus Christ, 
and not ourfellowi-man, commands ? Many 
there are, who preach another Gospel; many 
to heal slightly the daughter of my people, 
saith my God. Many to proclaim every one 
his own wisdom ; many to say, " Come, see 
my zeal for the Lord;" many to teach the 
tests of adherence to their own party, the 
dogmas of their own sect ; follow us and live : 
few, very few, to teach the tests of adherence 
to Christ Jesus the Lord. " He that ic- 
" lieveth shall be saved, he that believeth not 
liall be damned. He that helitveth in the 
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** Son of God hath everlasting life. Believe 
*' on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
" saved;** The word declares, " Except a man 
" be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
** God;" and this the Minister repeatedly pro- 
claims to be clear, unequivocal, and explicit. 
The same word declares, '* Whosoever be- 
** lieveth that Jesus is the Christ, is bom of 
^* God," and this he asserts, is obscure, diffi- 
cult, and requiring explanation; while the 
same word adds, "every one that loveth 
" Him that begat, loveth Him also that is 
" begotten of Him," and this is reduced 
to, liking the society of those with whom 
we agree; loving a pursuit which suits 
our natural disposition; and courting the 
■approbation which debases others and exalts 
ourselves. Alas! is this, O Church, the par- 
ticipation in thy elder brother s sorrow ? and 
the sympathy with thy elder brother's love ? 
Is this being pained with the charge, " He 
** casteth out devils by Beelzebub ?" Is this 
** bearing, yea, even enduring all things^ and 
" each esteeming other better than himself?" 
Is this the self-denying, cross-enduring, suffer- 
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ing noder calnmny and rage of a vorld'd 
hatred, and a world's contempt, Tfaich God 
tells yoa, if you are honest and faithfal you 
mvat bave, but which yon think, by pru- 
dent management, to make to be a lie? 
In short, O Church, is this loving every par- 
tide of what of Christ yon see in a brother 
or sister, for Christ's sake, as partaking of 
the self-denying, disinterested love which 
filled the bosom, and glowed out into manifes* 
tation throaghout the perfect life, of the 
alone pattern and example the disciples 
sbonid follow, the pattern and example of the 
God-man, Jesus, the Christ?* But I forbear. 
2dly. Enquire, what u the practice 
which me preach connected with our doc* 
trine ? Are we sufficiently alive to the im- 
portance of pressing npon our congregations, 
the impossibility of the fruit appearing 
before the tree is planted? Do we _first 
teach them before they can produce the 
fruits of the Spirit, they must be bom of 
the Spirit ? Do we instruct them, " who is 
' he that overcometh the world, but he that 
' believeth that Jesus is the Christ :" that this 
* 1 John ii. 6. 
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" is the victory that overcometh the world, 
^' even oar faith ;" and that the world does not 
have reference to balls and plays, &c. which 
many may neglect, and yet be in the world 
as much as ever, because they are not taught, 
that believing in Jesus, which is being bom 
again, is that renewal of heart which causes 
the understanding, will, and affections, to 
undergo a change, giving another direction to 
the judgment, desires, pursuits, and conduct? 
In short, do we teach them that participation 
in the Kingdom of Christ cannot be the 
portion of any human being unconnected 
with a taste and now measured capacity for its 
then and there enjoyment ? To enjoy it then, 
they must have a taste and capacity for it 
now. To have an enlarged taste and capa- 
city for it then, it here must constitute 
their joy — the quantity, but not the quality, 
is then different : they are prepared for the 
kingdom, and the kingdom is prepared for 
those, who look not upon religion as a thing, 
but as an atmosphere out of which no child 
of God can breathe, still less vegetate ; and 
the subjects of the kingdom, which is not 
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of this world, not only own, bat live faapp5r 
only under, the joy of the Kingship of Christ : 
His absence, not his presence, is mourned; 
His subjects love him; His subjects are 
pained when whatever is vouchsafed to them- 
selves, to bring glory and boaour to their 
Kiog, is made, by Satanic contrivance, to 
subserve another end— when His promises 
are disbelieved. His name despised, His love 
slighted, His precepts disregarded, His pro- 
mised gifts unsought. His return to take 
possession of His Kingdom denied. Let me 
be allowed thb word of digression. It b 
a very great error, into the detail of which 
Dr. Chalmers so beautifully enters, preju- 
dicial alike to the individual who falls into it, 
as to the object which any one seeks to ob- 
tain who recommends it, to induce to the 
laying aside of a pursuit, without the love 
of another aud a better is excited. If the 
blessed Spirit of the Living God has not 
prepared the mind, refining the taste, puri- 
fying the heart, raising the affections, so 
that the joys of the Kingdom of God can 
be entered into and appreciated, is it not 
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probable^ that many may be led to forsake 
what is called the world, and be yet as 
completely fascinated and enslaved by the 
religiotis world, so as to continue involved 
in error quite as gross, though of a different 
quality, as before ? ** There are many under 
temporary excitement, who have met with 
some one, who has explained to them the 
scheme of salvation as it is in Christ Jesus. 
Having bestowed sufficient pains upon the 
subject to apprehend it by their intellect, 
they are pleased with the attainment of a 
new point of knowledge, and long for an 
opportunity of displaying it. Thus they 
pursue after good things: their names are 
associated ; their reputation for consistency 
|S implicated ; their fame within the circle 
by which they have been embraced is con- 
nected, with the ardent pursuit of that upon 
which they have now fixed their attention/^* 

*TJ»is Preface (with a few additions since made) 
being written while abroad during 1827 — 30, I must 
acknowledge this passage is not my own ; but I am 
not aware of the author from whence it was copied into 
my Common Place Book. 
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But are sach as they, on these accounts^ 
Christians? All this, and much more, may 
take place, without beings united to the 
Blessed Jesus, partaking of the same Spirit 
which was in him, by Faith ; without being 
graffed in the Living Vine ; without, in short, 
being a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and blessed with the faith of God's elect.* 
But to proceed; 

3dly. Enquire, Do we teach the Bible tests 
of Christian faith ? If the professing Chris- 
tian Church were in the possession of that life 
which is in Christ Jesus, should we find the 
awful dissimilarity of discipleship between that 
which the blessed Jesus describes, and that 
which the professed disciple exhibits 1 ** If any 
''man will be my disciple, let him deny himself 

* What motives can \veigh with force comparative to 
that, that " God dwelleth in me and I in Him," " I 
live ; yet rijot J, but Christ liveth in me." Can any but 
those who have the mind of Christ, cease to mind 
earthly things ; renewed in the spirit of the mind, 
heavenly things are the object upon which the mind 
is set : the absence of the Lord is mourned over, the 
presence of the Lord is the source of joy. May the 
Lord, by the Spirit, instruct the Church hereupon 1 
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"and follow me." Now, I would ask Minis- 
ters of the Gospel, Whether this is the broad 
line of distinction preserved now in Great 
Britain and Ireland ? Wherefore is it, that 
when children of God from abroad visit our 
native country, (and here I do not mean the 
honey-mouthed, who know how to soften 
and extenuate, who are seeking for that 
which will be the main instrumental cause 
of England's final overthrow, its silver and 
its gold — not those, who represent to British 
Christians that suffering persecution for the 
cause of Christ, is only a mere touching 
way of representing being punished for want 
of prudence ; who report to the people of 
England, that if religion is at a low ebb^ it 
only requires mutual forbearance and ju- 
dicious avoiding of ofiensive doctrinal and 
practical peculiarity, to bring Protestants 
tind Catholics, Christians and Infidels, godly 
and ungodly, into a happy state of harmony 
and concord. — It is not of such as these I 
write : but wherefore is it that when Be- 
lievers in the Lord Jesus Christ, — when Con- 
tinental Christians, visit Great Britain, 
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wherefore is it that) they are pained to the 
very soul at the awful difference between the 
self-denying,cross-endaringreligion which the 
Holy Bible teaches^ which they have learnt, 
as it were, at the cannons mouth, which they 
were led to believe from the multiplicity of 
religious Societies in England, really there 
existed; and that miserable display of re- 
ligious pride, sectarian self-conceit, and dis- 
gusting profligacy of dress and table gratifi- 
cations, which, with few honourable excep* 
tions, both male and female, laity and clergy, 
peer and pauper, assenter or dissenter of 
every rank exhibit, in this our land of 
Bibles? The WHOLE results from the 

CAUSE ALREADY SPOKEN OF, MINISTERS 

OP THE Gospel do not faithfully 

FRBAGH THE FaITH OF THE GoSPEL. 

4thly. Again, Look at our congregations. 
Is heart religion, or external religion, most 
pursued ? fear of offending or being unpro- 
ductive of fruit before, and upon the ap- 
pearance of, our God, or fear of offending 
the reUgious public, and being found or es- 
teemed deficient in the judgment of our 




j 



INTRODUCTION. XlZ 

fellow-men ? Is love for the brethren, or en- 
vyings, hackbitings, and sectarianism most 
followed ? " By this shall all men know that 
" ye are my disciples, that ye love one ano- 
*' ther ?" " By this we know that we have 
** passed from death unto life, because we love 
'* the brethren ;'' a text^ which, from its con- 
text, I should fear not to expound. By 
this we know that we are begotten of the 
flesh, because of our fleshly character ; be- 
cause of our love for earth and earthly at- 
tachments ; because of the power and fear of 
death under which we stand ; because of the 
love of man-praise, the man-hating and the 
man- murdering feelings which the bom of the 
flesh possesses by entail ; but, By this we, 
(Christians, Believers in the Testimony and 
Record that Jesus is the Christ, and that in 
Him we have life, By this we Believers) 
know that, we are begotten of the Spirit by 
the Word, and in the body of Christ are dead, 
and in the resurrection of Christ have life^^ 
because of our spiritual character, our striv- 
ing in the strength of the Spirit to efiect 
that in measure, which Jesus the Christ, by 
the indwelling power of the Holy Ghost, 
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did completely; of oar aim to self-denial^ 
mortification of sin^ and love for heaven and 
heavenly objects, just in the proportion as 
the eye of faith looks to, and the hand of faith 
grasps, the truth, that the Spirit of God dwells 
in us : and lastly, because of our loving the 
brother and sister in Christ, instead of envy- 
ing and hating him or her, when more of 
Christ is seen in him or her, when more of 
the gifts of the Spirit are developed in him or 
her, when more of the power of that life 
that runs throughout the whole of the family 
IS visible in the one or the other, not for their 
profit or glory, but the double object, the 
glory of the common head, the profit and 
edifying of all the body. My dear Brethren 
in the sacred ministry of our blessed and 
adorable Lord Jesus Christ — To ourselves 
I again revert. To what more obvious cause 
can we ascribe the difiorent aspect which our 
flocks exhibit, from that in which the sacred 
Scriptures reveal it is their privilege to 
appear, than to the food with which they are 
nourished ? Do we feed them with that for 
which others have toiled ; or, do we dig and 
plough, and sow^ and reap for ourselves? do 
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we seek to know ** What saith the Scrip- 
tures ?" do we seek the wisdom that cometh 
from God,* or, that which cometh from man, 

* I wish that I felt at liberty to insert here, a passage 
of a private letter, which I have lately read, from a Mi- 
nister of the Gospel to his brother. His words not being 
measured, it is possible an erroneous impression might 
be made if I gave unauthorized publicity to the senti- 
ments they convey — but his ideas seem to me perfectly 
just. I understand him to refer to the means by which 
he expects God will graciously see fit to pour contempt 
upon the pride and conceit, which man, proud man, has 
too long exhibited under the semblance of energizing 
and labouring for the glory of God and the building up 
of the Church; I believe my brother in the Gospel 
(notwithstanding tve also have our differences) to em- 
brace the notion, in which I heartily join, that, as an 
eminent dissenter acknowledges, " all systems will be 
f* examined — all creeds trie<^— all churches weighed in 
" the balance of Revelation ;"t ^tnd that while a sect 
or party may demand, The Church shall not in the eyes 
even of an ungodly, infidel, sneering world seem, to be 
dependant on human eloquence, or the powers, how- 
ever vaunted, of human reasoning for its growth and 
edification, but, that God the Holy Ghost will demon- 
strate who are the Lord's, by the effect which He shall 
produce when The Truth is spoken in Love. — My 
reader — specially study on these points Ephes. iv. 
1-32. 

t James. 
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combined with what is in the mind of the 
commentator of our sect or opinion? We 
complain many of us, I know, of the little 
progress of vital godliness among our people, 
but if the building is to be secure and proof 
against overwhelming floods and vehement 
winds, not only must the foundation be a 
tried stone, but also the stone must be accu- 
rately, or as it were squarely fixed, or the 
superstructure will be crooked and insecure ; 
just so with the people brought to Jesus ; 
Jesus must be shown to them as AIL Faith 
—Faith — is the test of the stone being ac- 
curately laid ; and nothing will edify the 
soul, but what glorifies the blessed Jesus in 
the salvation work he has wrought out, fix- 
ing it, in the simplicity, yet the fulness of the 
assurance of faith ; and the building will be 
a spiritual building, ^' an habitation of God 
through the Spirit,'^ and the ofiferings of 
praise and thanksgiving will be acceptable 
unto Him, without faith in whom, it is im- 
possible to please Him, and every thing else 
is sin. O then, brother ministers, awake, 
awake — the time is at hand, the subtle 
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enemy has well nigh succeeded. Infidelity, 
under the mask of liberality, is hastening on 
a sifting time ; urge upon your flocks, urge 
upon yourselves, examine yourselves, ** and 
prove yourselves whether ye be in the 

FAITH." 

IV. Who undertakes to bring these mat^ 
ters before us, and for what purpose ? One 
who is not worthy to be called a brother in 
the Gospel, but who has found, (notwith- 
standing the errors from which no preacher is 
yet set free) a light within his soul, from the 
reception of these truths, which the dear man 
of God, the author of the following pages, 
has been privileged to receive, and to preach, 
and to publish. One, who has in silence 
marked the progress, and grieved for the 
conduct of many highly gifted men, who it 
is impossible to disbelieve are born of God, 
but who seem more fearfully desirous of ob- 
taining '' the praise of men rather than the 
praise of God." One, who is intimately, and 
happily for his own soul, most closely united in 
Christian love and fellowship with very many 
members of The Church, in the Church of 
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England, among Dissenters, or whether found 
among members of the Continental Churches, 
being perfectly indifferent to the peculiari- 
ties of each sect, (being himself in sect neither 
Calvinist or Arminian, Presbyterian or 
Episcopalian,) provided he can find the marks 
of the people of God, which the spirit and 
conversation of each individual will soon ex- 
hibit. One, who has no party object to at- 
tain in the publication of the important 
truths which dear Dr. Malan promulgates, 
but who acts under the persuasion that their 
exposition to the Christians of Great Britain 
and Ireland, is a likely means, under the 
blessing of the Spirit of God, to bring every 
one, whether minister or otherwise, to the 
enquiry, " In what particular does the 
*' following charge affect my eternal inte- 
'' rest? Is there nothing within its scope to 
^* which, as I value my eternal interests, it is 
" my wisdom to give heed ? 2 Tim. iv, 1 — 5. 
** If these pages contain any part of what is 
" The Truth, I reject them at my peril." 
Despise not then, O my dear brethren, the 
weapon under which, by divine help, Satan 
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shall fall, because of the unworthiness of the 
individual who recommends to you its use. 
It may be that some in wrath will exclaim, 
" and dost thou teach us V and cast me out 
of the synagogue ; but, I would fain believe 
that many, very many others, will rather 
bless the God we unitedly desire to serve, 
and the interests of the Kingdom of whose 
dear Son, as far as the light we enjoy will 
lead us, we are seeking by every Gospel 
means to promote, for that it has been put 
into the heart of a Minister of the Gospel to 
convey to British Christians what he be- 
lieves to be the truth of the Holy Scriptures, 
set forth in that powerful and convincing 
form in which this Spirit-taught man is en- 
abled to make them appear; and if Satan 
roars, (as assuredly he will,) " Greater is he 
^' that is for me than he that is against me." 
If Christians are comforted, the Church of 
Christ edified, errors removed, faith 
strengthened, vital godliness promoted^ to 
whom will be the Glory and the Praise? 
" Not unto us, O Lord ! not unto us, but 
'^ unto thy name be all the praise." But if op- 
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position to, aod anger against, the sentiments 
of tlie Author aod Translator is excited,* 
vhetber arising from the supposed posses- 
sion by a Christian friend of superior know- 
ledge and more scriptural acquaintance with 
divine things, or from the idea that these 
views are erroneous in their origin, unsound 
in theii" expression, and unholy in their 
tendency, let the language of our mutual 
prayers be, " may it please God to bring into | 
the way of truth all such as have erred and I 
are deceived ;" and may we, in alTectionate 
kindness and in Christian love, " in meekness 
instruct one another, if God peradventnre , 
may give, to whichever is wrong, repentance ; 
to the acknowledging of The Truth." 

Sept.!t9,lS3l. 

* The reader is requesleil to bear in mind, that nilh 
all ihe seatiments which his beloved Brolher in the 
Gospel exhibits in thia work, the Translator is in (iill 
accord; but for those, which this latroduction enun- 
ciates, the Translator alone is responsible. 
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O Lord, Jesus Christ, everlasting Son 
of the Father; by whom, and for whom, all 
things are and were created ; Saviour of thy 
chosen. Head and King of thy beloved 
church, graciously own these pages, which 
one of thy ransomed people publishes to 
the glory of thy great name, and bless it in 
its perusal to those souls, that thy Father, O 
God, has given thee. 

May the Spirit of Truth, instructing by 
thy word, the writer of these pages, and 
disposing the hearts of those to whom thou 
wilt convey them, make use of this feeble 
instrument for the bringing in to the fold 
some of thy sheep ; and may love, righteous- 
ness, and peace, unite for the consolation, 
edification, and joy of those who know thee, 
O ! thou well beloved. 
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GOSPEL SEEDS, &c. 



PREFACE. 



THE SOWER ADVANCES TOWARDS THE 

FURROWS. 

Is not the visit one of kindness from a 
friend, ivho, interested for oar sonls, teaches 
us with affection the will of the Lord, and 
encourages us to obey it ? This is a delight- 
ful duty of a Minister of the Gospel of grace, 
of a shepherd over the flock of Jesus. 

It is to the whole world he speaks, pro- 
claiming peace, and the gift of life. It is to 
every sheep of the good Shepherd that he 
brings the food that shall cause it to grow in 
the strength and the comfort of the Lord. 

O ! how blessed is this work ! How 

b2 
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happy the man who fulfils it in faith! It 
was the Spirit of God who taught him by 
the word. It is by the same Spirit he is 
directed — submissive and obedient to his 
directions, which is the voice and Testimony 
of God, he speaks, he preaches, he writes 
according as his heart, under that teaching, 
constrains him; and, as obedience to his 
Lord is his motive, whose glory is more dear 
to him than his own life, no personal motive, 
no private end, no temporal interest inter- 
venes, to tarnish the purity of his intention, 
or to influence the character of his dis- 
course. 

It is thus that he comes before his fellow- 
men, when he would have them to hearken 
to his voice: and it is thus that he draws 
near to them, even to their silent chamber, 
when he places before them the pages which 
have demanded the blessing of the Most 
High upon those who would peruse them. 

He sows, therefore, and the seed is the 
wheat of the Word of God. This is his 
object— this his desire — the increase comes 
not from him, who is himself planted, no 
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more than is the field his domain, nor the 
harvest at the last day his property. Who 
then ^ill be blessed by this tillage, but the 
one who receiving with tenderness, with 
faith, the seed, brings forth the fruits of 
righteousness, and lives unto the Lord Jesus. 
Reader, it is thus that I approach you ; it 
is in bringing you some seed of the wheat of 
the kingdom, desiring, that by the power of 
the Spirit of the Lord, it may be sown in 
your heart. 
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It is God, and not man, that must be 
asked, whether or not the Bible is from 
God.* Whence woold man hare learnt it, if 
God himself had not taught him If Is man 
God, that he should know and understand 
what is the Word of God? J A created 
being, however pure and holy he may be, is 
he that " Spirit which searcheth the deep 
things of God?§ And must God league 
himself with his creature, that it may surely 
testify that it is truly He, the mighty God, 
that speaks, and that his Testimony is sure-?|| 

• Isaiah iiv, 13; Jer. «xi. 34; Mic. iy. 2; Heb. 
viii. 10;x.16; Joho vi. 44, 4S. 

f Job xixv. 11; laaiah xsviii. 9, 36, 39; Rom, 
li. 3S ; 1 Cot. ii. 14. 

J Exod.iT. 10— 13;JobicT. 8; xxi. 22. 

5 1 Cor. ii. 10. 

II Job xii. 17; Isaiah xl. 13,14;xli. 38. 
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And if this creature, far from being an angel 
of light, or even man in his original dignity,'*^ 
is bat a fallen man ;t that is, a being whose 
understanding is darkened, and ruined by 
ignorance and falsehood; whose heart is 
deceived, filthy, depraved by sin and by all 
iniquity ; whose soul is dead to the things of 
eternity;]: — can such a creature, surrounded 
by such impenetrable darkness, discover and 
discern the pure and true light from heaven, 
and certify that there is none other ? 

Will God delay the revelation of himself 
to the world, till the world shall first remove 
the veil that blinds its eyes from heavenly 
objects? Cannot the great Jehovah make 
Himself known to the work of his hands, only 
as far as that work will consent ? and, for the 
verifying of His Testimony, will the God of 
Truth require the recommendation of the 

* Gen. i. 26, 27; v. 1; ix. 6; Psalm viii. 5, 6; 
Eccles. vii. 29 ; Col. iii.'lO ; James iii. 9. 

t Gen. ii. 16, 17; iii. 6; 2 Cor. xi. 3; Rom. y. 
12—19; Eph. ii. 1—3; Job xv. 14—16. 

X Job xi7. 4; Psalm xiv. 1 — 3; 1 Cor. ii. 14; Rom. 
viii. 7; Eph. ii. 1—3; Gal. v. 19—21 ; Rom. vi. 16, 
21,23. 
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wise of this world, beseeching them to pro- 
cure some credit for his word ?* 

A poor farm servant returning from his 
labour, finds on his path a leaf of a book. 
He is acquainted neither with its name or 
its author, and all his knowledge is confined 
to that which these two pages convey. 
Wherefore is it that the mind of this vil- 
lager is so interested, so attracted, so rivetted 
by the reading of it? How is it that his 
heart, naturally hard and blunt, is by it af- 
fected, and, as it were, melted ? and where- 
fore is it that that soul, which never dis- 
quieted itself respecting life or death, passes 
suddenly from this careless indolence into a 
state of fear and anxiety, not unaccompanied 
by a certain inexplicable joy, a hope hereto- 
fore unknown ? 

What is it, then, that has occurred to this 
ignorant countryman? What is it, that 
has passed from this silent and motionless 
leaf, which has thus penetrated, searched, 

* Isaiah xl. 13; Rom. xi. 34; Job xxi. 22; xxxvi. 
22, 23; 1 Cor. i. 19, 20 ; Isaiah Ixiv. 4; 1 Cor. ii. 9, 10. 
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and examined the recesses of a heart, hitherto 
insensible, and which has impressed a soul, 
so long indiflTerent, with the terror of a judg- 
ment hitherto unheeded, and with an anxious 
longing to be saved from that wrath to come, 
of which before it was ignorant even of the 
very name ? 

What has this child of Adam done» which 
€an have brought him into such trouble ? At 
first, he had cast a careless eye upon this 
leaf, continuing the indifferent song by which 
he was beguiling his way. When presently, 
he is silent, and, sitting down under a tree, 
he reads with surprise, with emotion, with 
respect, its instructions, its declarations, its 
words, from which he could not withdraw 
his eyes, and which seemed to speak to his 
heart, and to be graven upon his soul. 

He is astonished — he is overpowered and 
subdued, and exclaims with a sigh, *' Yes, it 
is God that thus speaks, and I knew it not.'^ 
Oh ! that he would have mercy on my soul, 
and that he would teach me all that he has 



• Gen. xxviii. 16; Judges vi. 24; xiii. 16—21. 
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declared/' And, pursuing his way, be finds 
out from what book this leaf had fallen; then, 
having procured the Word of God, of which 
these two pages were but a few words, he 
opens it with reverence — he reads it with 
greediness — he receives it — he believes it in 
his heart— and, he has — Life. 
' A certain worldly teacher, however wise 
he considered himself to be, as to the know- 
ledge which this word convey^s, having ques- 
tioned the countryman upon his reply, *' it is 
the Word of God which I read," thus un- 
blushingly answered him. '^ My friend, you 
cannot as yet be sure, and you have deceived 
yourself. Come, and sit at my feet, and I 
will teach you how we judge of these things. 
I will first shew you to what extent the mind 
and capability of man can arrive ; next, I will 
shew you that this word which you read is 
beyond the reach of human reason or talent, 
and that the signs, by which it is accompanied, 
cannot be efiPected by human power: that| 
it is therefore to the Almighty God alone \ 
they are to be attributed. Take courage, \ 
therefore, and prepare yourself to study it, to ^ 
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labour at it, to enter into the most deep 
and close research in it: for it is ou a 
solemn question: it regards your soul and 
its salvation, and an error here is of no 
trifling import. But I will direct you : and 
some years hence you will arrive at a cer- 
tainty upon these matters, which the exercise 
of your reason will confirm." 

'^ I cannot do this," replied the labourer ; 
** for I must attend to my plough, and I am 
no prophet, nor yet a prophet's son." * 

" Well then," says this wise teacher, " rely 
upon what I say ; go, and read the book. 
It is of God ; I tell you so : I have exa- 
mined it, and give it my sanction." 

Ah I the poor and simple countryman is 
more wise than you, O ! great and wise 
reasoner;f yes; — his knowledge is superior 
to yours : for it is at the feet of Him who 
is sent from God, that he is set down ; % and 



* Amos vii. 14. 

+ Psalm cxix. 99—105; Matt. xi. 25; xvi. 17; 
2 Cor. iii. 14. 
I Luke X. 39 ; viii. 35. 
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it is The Truth itself, it is the living and 
powerful word which, sharper than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of the soul and spirit, of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the hearty it is 
Jesus, the Son of the Father, who has 
spoken to him in the written word, which 
comes from him alone, and not from man nor 
by men, * 

Go, then, and sit down near Ibis country- 
man, at the feet of the same Master, and 
far from the din of schools ; and ascribing 
to God what belongs to Him, let bis word 
also address itself to you, and expect only 
from God the evidence and demonstration 
of the testimony of God : then, " if you have 
learned of the Father, "+ you will no more say 
to the believing countryman, that he deceives 
and injures himself until he is instructed by 
you, but, humbling yourself with him before 
the I.ord, you will acknowledge, that " if 

•Heb. \w. 12, 13; John i. 1-14; Eph. vi. 17; 
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the Lord God hath spoken, who can but 
prophecy T* * 

In short, shall the word of God be useless 
to the sinner, as to bringing him unto spi- 
ritual life, because he is already dead ? or 
because he is without education, or worldly 
wisdom, therefore not conversant with learned 
works and controversial questions ? and thus, 
therefore, a Bible, which a kind traveller 
has placed in the hands of a native guide 
over the mountains, shall be like an inex- 
plicable enigma, because within the Cottage, 
under whose roof it is to be read, neither 
dictionary, nor commentary, nor interpreter 
is to be found, from which the poor cottager 
may obtain information, whether or not it 
is God, who thus reveals himself? 

Far from us be such a thought 1 It is 
blasphemous ! No ; the treasure of the 
word of life is not shut up when it reaches 
a being, however poor: no, the glorious 
light of the Gospel loses none of its power^ 
though opposed to the deepest ignorance: 

* Amos iii. 8, 
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though neither a Master's nor a Doctor's 
degree be found under the humble roof, 
the Holy Spirit, who works wheresoever he 
listeth, enters equally within that door, and 
the tender and penetrating voice of grace 
is equally made known. 

If indeed it was otherwise, and if to be 
personally assured that it is indeed God who 
speaks in the Bible, it was necessary to con- 
sult one's own wisdom, or that of another, 
what would become of the Testimony which 
God gives to it?* That of man would be 
proper, it is true; but of what authority 
would that command be possessed, which, 
coming from heaven, was powerless without 
additional force, and, that, the aid of man? 
Its rights would be at best but questionable, 
and its dubious influence could but hover 
as it were round the heart of an individual, 
until it was the good pleasure of a fellow 
sinner, as feeble as himself, to open the 
door to its reception — then would it be 

* 1 Cor. ii. 16 ; Job xv. 7, 8 ; xxviii. 12, 20; Prov. 
ii. 6; Jer. ix. 23; Dan. ii. 20—23; 1 Cor. i. 24; 
£pb. iii. 1 ; Rev. vii. 12* 
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indeed discovered, that man can be pro- 
fitable unto God.* 

How culpable the bare idea of such a 
system ! What disgraceful reproach it con- 
veys to the faith of those who maintain it, 
and who by it demonstrate that they deny 
to God; what they grant to their fellow- 
men^ the power of enlightening the mind of 
his disciples, and of exhibiting the proof of 
a truth which he affirms. But setting aside 
this argument for a moment, let us inquire 
from those who think that the testimony of 
God has not in itself its peculiar demonstra- 
tion, what is the difference which they would 
make between the evidence of this Testimony 
at one time and at another ? and if compelled, 
as they will be, by the remembrance of an 
essential attribute of Deity, with whom is 
no variableness neither shadow of turning, 
they reply, that the word and the Testimony 
of God is ever the same, both in its truth 
and power, then let us ask them, Why did 
not Noah consult the wise men of his day, 

• Job xxii. 2, 



.1 



IG GOSPEL SEEDS. 

before he constructed the ark? Why did 
not Abraham call around him the seers of 
Chaldea, to be convinced that it was indeed 
God who commanded him to quit his coun- 
try? Why did Moses take the shoes from 
off his feet, under the simple order of the 
voice from the bush? Why did Joshua, at 
the first words of the armed host which spake 
to him, fall down upon his face and worship ? 
Why did David, Elijah, Amos, James, John, 
Andrew, Simon Peter, come forward in the 
name of the Lorcl> and, announcing that they 
were taught of God, proclaim without hesi- 
tation what they believed to have received 
from him, and this, notwithstanding their 
habit of life, their want of cultivated talent, 
or even common scholarship, but also stand- 
ing up against reproaches, the scorn, and the 
opposition of the most noble and learned men 
of their day ? * 

What imprudence and rashness ; or rather, 

♦Gen. vi. 14—22; xii. 1-4; Exod. iii. 4, 6; 
Josh. V. 13—15; 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 47; 2 Kings ii. 
I4;viii. 10. 13; x. 10—16. 30; Malt. x. 1—20; 
xiii. 11 ; Acts iv, 19> 20; John vii. 45. 53. 
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indeed^ what a dangerous illusion of these 
holy men of God, if indeed the Testimony of 
God, to be as such received, must needs 
depend upon the approbation of men — how 
surprising must be their conduct in our eyes, 
and how difficult to be justified. 

On the plains of Mamre,* towards the 
middle of the day, while Abraham was sitting 
at his tent door, he observes three travellers 
drawing near to him : he welcomes them, 
treats them with hospitality, and waits upon 
them during their repast. One of these 
unknown strangers addresses him, and makes 
a promise to the Patriarch of a character 
contrary to all probability or human expec- 
tation, but which he propounds as being 
Himself the Living God. No external cha- 
racter marked a difference between himself 
and his companions, who, like him, took their 
refreshments as other people. Neverthe- 
less, Abraham believed that he who spoke 
to him was, The Lord, and a few moments 

• Gen. xviii. 
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afterwards, it is the same Lord whom he 
worships^ and with whom in supplication he 
intercedes for the cities in the plain. 

What evidence then has Abraham had, 
that He, who spake to him in appearance 
as man, is nevertheless. The Lord ? who else 
but the very personage himself has made it 
known, and in what other manner has it 
been to him demonstrated, but by the power 
of its own Testimony ? 

How then could Abraham believe it, and 
so promptly rely upon it, since the Testi- 
mony is not, say they, self-demonstration ? 
should he not, first of all, have carefully 
questioned the speaker, examined and probed 
him, while by many difficult questions he 
could have satisfied himself of his identity 
with the Almighty, and of the divine cha« 
racter of his words? or, at least, after the 
manner of some of his descendants, ought he 
not to have sought for a sign which would 
have exacted his confidence, and dissipated 
his doubts? would not that have been the 
prudential course, and the judicious way to 
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be satisfied, that the {»romise which he had 
first heard was from none else, but God 
alone ? 

But Abraham did nothing of the kind; 
and under the power of that word which he 
had just heard, he humbles himself, he 
submits himself, he believes. Has he then 
been deceived ? or has he been of himself 
deluded? Neither, replies the Holy Scrip- 
ture. It is God that hath indeed spoken, 
and it is the ^' Testimony of God" which 
Abraham has received.* 

That is to say, that at that time, as well 
as in the days of Joshua, Isaiah, John the 
Baptist, of Paul, or of Damaris,f the Spirit 
of God had the power to reveal his Testimony 
to his creature, and to give hkn assurance, 
without a doubt, that it was God indeed 
that spake< to him — that as it respects our 
own times, or matters which respect our own 
souls, as the Testimony of God is not mighty 
in one country, and powerless in another; 

* Gen. xviii. 1; Rom. iv. 18 — 21. 
f Acts xvii. 34. 
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as his word is quickening as well at one 
period as at another, this Testimony and this 
word, though conveyed through different 
languages, are not less effectually displaying 
the power of God, whether over an Abraham 
or a Damaris; so that, if God at this day \ 
saw fit to address their energy to a king or 
to shepherds, he would be as capable now, 
as then, to accompany the Testimony and 
the word with a demonstration of their di- 
vine power, and effect by his Holy Spirit, as 
well for us as for our fathers, the assurance 
and confidence, that he who speaks to us is 
The Almighty, and the voice which reaches i 
our souls is, in truth, the voice of God.* 

Some one may here say, 5* Is there not 
a great difference between an Abraham and 
a Joshua, who heard the voice of God, 
calling them by name, or beholding the Lord 
under some manifestation ; and do they not 
stand in a very difi^erent position, as it regards 
the efficacy of the Testimony of God from 

•iJohn 7.9,10; Matt. xvi. 16; John i. 12, 13; 
vi. 44 ; Gal. i. 15, 16; Ephes. ii. 8; 1 Cor. i. 9. 
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those, who, at the present day, either read 
or hear the Word addressed to men in gene- 
ral, and never to one individual specifically ? 
In short, how much more easy was it for 
such men as these, brought, if one may so 
express oneself, into more immediate con- 
tact with Jehovah, to be convinced that 
it was indeed God who spake, than it is for 
us, who, utterly estranged from God, have 
neither seen him, or have heard his voice?"* 
At first it may seem that this remark has 
some weight, and that, in truth, Abraham, 
as well as every one the object of immediate 
and sensible revelation from God, was more 
able to ascertain the certainty of the Divine 
Testimony, than is a soul, unto whom now- 
a-days all heavenly communication is con- 
fined to the written word, and is efiected 
by that means alone. But this is an error 
into which they are fallen, who, forgetful or 
ignorant of the free and sovereign work of 
the Spirit, do not, on the one hand, con-* 

* Job xxiii. 8, 9 ; John i. 18 ; vi. 46; v. 37 ; 1 Pet. 
i. 8. 



22 OOSPEL SEEDS. 

sider, that the proof of the Testimony of 
God comes down from the Almighty to 
man, and ascends not from man to God ; and, 
on the other hand, that the sensible and 
even miraculous demonstrations by which it 
may be accompanied, are so far from com- 
prehending within themselves this evidence, 
that they were, on the contrary, oftentimes 
an occasion of the fall and blindness of 
many. 

Let us here be well understood ; we un^ 
doubtedly believe and confess, that the Lord 
our God has ofttimes willed that signs and 
miracles should manifest, in a sovereign man- 
ner, the authority of his word, and of his 
messengers, and thus the rebellion and de- 
termined enmitv of men should be con- 
founded.* But, we assert also, that when 
these signs overcame unbelief, and brought 
the hearts into submission to the Lord, that 
effect was «ofe7y produced by the Holy Spirit, 
irrespective of any efficacy in the signs them- 
selves, which were only the vehicle for the 

* John X. 25—37, 38 ; Heb. ii. 3, 4. 
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conveyance of^ and not in themselves pos- 
sessing, the power and eflScacy which is from 
God alone ; so that, if the Testimony, which 
accompanied these signs, was received by 
man, this was alone the result, because the 
Spirit of God revealed it to, and establi^rhed 
it in, the spirit of man. 

To convince oneself on this point, let us 
now observe, that Sarah, who was placed 
precisely in the same circumstances with 
Abraham, and who saw and heard the same 
things that he did, received them not in a 
similar manner.* She was not, however, 
an unbeliever; nor can one, in any way, 
ascribe this difference to an utter disbelief 
of whatever God saw fit to declare. Sarah 
was a holy woman,^ and certainly her heart 
reverenced the word of the Lord. In that 
respect, therefore, she was prepared to listen, 
and since she both saw and heard the 
message of God, she stood in a position the 
most favourable for the receiving of whatever 
aid the senses could contribute to the Testi- 

• Gen. xviii. 12, 14, 15. 
1 1 Pet. iii. 5, 6. 
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mony vhich the Almighty was giving. Sarah, 
DeverthelesSy was insensible to this influence, 
and, by her doubts, she proved that neither 
the senses or the feelings which they induce, 
are instrumental to the preparation for, or 
contributive to the rendering efficacious, the 
Testimony of God. 

And this is not a solitary proof; for it was 
not at that time only, that though the Lord 
had united to his" word, a sensible demon- 
stration of his presence and voice, a similar 
distrust was exhibited. Let it, however, 
suffice to recal the hardness of Pharaoh, the 
murmurs and rebellions of the Israelites in 
the wilderness; and above all, the manner 
in which the presence, the voice, the signs, 
and the miracles of the Lord were met, when 
the Son, sent from the bosom of the Father, 
himself conversed with men.* Who ever 
spake as did Jesus ? Who ever, more fully 
and powerfully than He, declared the words 
of God? Who, more than he, united to 
them an evidence of more sublimity and 

♦ Exod. ix. 34, 35 ; Heb. iii, 8—12 ; 1 Cor. ii. 8. 



60SP£L SEEDS. 25 

j sovereign authority, and yet, who more than 
I Jesus could exclaim, " Who hath believed 
jiny report? O, faithless generation! how 
; long shall I bear with you ! you, who receiv- 
ing not my words, neither believe in the 

" works which I do.*" 

I 

^ How could a Testimony of such a character 
encounter such hatred, if the sensible proofs 
had, in themselves, as it respects the things 
of eternity, that force of conviction which 
is ascribed to them? Who, under such 
circumstances, could have fled from their 
influence? and what mind would not hav6 
been struck, what heart would not have 
been drawn, what soul would not have been 
subdued by the light of the glory of the 
Father in the person of his Christ ?f 

Still more. To whom should this Testi- 
mony, advanced so faithfully by Divine wis- 
dom, developed with so much richness, pre- 

* John vii. 46; i. 14; xvii. 8; Acts ii. 22; John 
xi. 40, 44; Isa. liii. 1 ; John xii. 38; Rom. x. 16; 
Matt. xvii. 17; John x. 36; viii. 46. 

f Prov. Tiii. 23 ; John i. 14 ; xiv. 9 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4 ; 
Col. i. 15 ; Heb. i. 3 ; Isai, ix. 5 ; xi. 2. 

C 
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cision, and dearness ; supported by a mode 
of life and habits far above all praise^ and 
strengthened by miracles bo stupendous; 
to whom should this so glorious and so 
gracious Testimony have been more readily 
welcome than to those who had the best 
facility for hearing it» for discerning its 
beauty, and appreciating its magnificence, 
if, as it is said, its efficacy is to be found 
from some external demonstration, or from 
sensible attraction? 

And yet, who set themselves the most 
vehemently in opposition, if not they, whose 
talents, whose erudition, and whose personal 
intercourse brought them more immediately 
within the power of evidence of this nature ? 
The wise and the great men of the nation ; 
these enlightened characters, according to 
the world's estimate, to whom the Lord spoke 
so much, and so in detail, and with such 
evidences, whose reproofs should have made 
them so much the more attentive ; and who 
were not only the ordinary witnesses, but 
were also themselves the subjects of his 
miraculous exhibitions ; these very men, were 
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they not the most blinded to this marvellous 
light ; the most deaf to this majestic power- 
ful voice ; the most insensible to these pier- 
cing words of truth ; the most heartless and 
indifferent to the bright example set before 
them? 

These are the facts — and the more they are 
considered^ the more is the mind forced to 
this conclusion, " that if Abraham discerned 
the Divine Testimony, and if he was assured 
that it was God indeed that spake to him, 
that Assurance flowed not from his natural 
disposition, nor from the extraordinary cir- 
cumstances by which the Testimony was ac- 
companied, but altogether from another 
source, since the Jews, who lived months and 
years with this gracious Lord ; who heard 
many of his discourses ; who followed him, 
and observed him in all his works and mi- 
racles, not only never arrived at this Assu- 
rance, but on the contrary, through their re- 
jection of these very evidences, met the con- 
demnation which their unbelief entailed/' 

" Nevertheless," will some say, " some 
of them believed: and by their submission 

c2 
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creation, will command at this day that the 
light of IVath, by grace in Christ Jesus, should 
appear and shine forth in those benighted 
souls to whom it was his will to convey it ?* 
It is thus then, and thus alonCf that a soul 
knows, and is satisfied that it is God who 
speaks, and that it receives and believes the 
Almighty Testimony. It is because God, with 
whom nothing is impossible, and who calls 
by their name even those things that are 
not, himself addresses that sonh '* I, the 
Lord speak, hear me.'' It is because that 
Spirit, that searches even the deep things of 
God, quickening that soul, which by nature 
was dead to things invisible, reveals by its 
overwhelming efficacy and the power of God, 
what God has said or promised, and authori- 
tatively creates in it the clear proof of the will 
of the Almighty .f 

Such is the Testimony of God, and it is 
God himself who declares it, who reveals 
and certifies it. No one else has that power, 

» 2 Cor. iv. 6; 2 Pet. i. 19. 
f Ses Bishop Da^eDant on Colossians, translated by 
Rev. J, Allport, p. 37— 41.— Teahslatoe. 
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any more than the right to take the place 
of the Almighty, and to teach what the Lord 
keeps backy or to lay hold upon what he 
sees not fit to bestow •'^ There is here nothing 
intermediate, and it is not by probabilities 
or attentive observation, that this Testimony 
is given or communicated. It is direct: it 
is infallible : it is invincible : and its autho- 
rity is in no hands but his, nor confirmed 
by other than himself. It is a Sovereign 
Power, for it is the Word of God, of which 
the dignity is so much beyond the imagina- 
tion of man, as not only to be inaccessible to, 
still less supported by, their reconunendations 
or their praises. No: the clearness and 
glory of the Testimony of God awaits not 
the fiat of the schools to be believed ; and 
sooner shall the mid-day scorching of a 
summer's sun, whose piercing rays transfix 
the waters and the stones, seek from the 
darkness and the ice-bergs its brilliancy 
and strength, than the Word of Truth shall 
seek from any created intelligence, angel, 

* Isai. xlviii. 6—8; Jer. xxxiii. 3; Rev. ii. 17; 
Deut. xxix. 29; 1 Sam. iii. 7; Dan. ii. 19, 30. 
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or seraphioiy (much less from man!) asu{K 
plement to its own evidence and power. 

" Nevertheless," some will reply, " if we 
** acknowledge the indisputable and sove- 
*' reign right of the Almighty to reveal him- 
*' self, as he pleases, to his creatures, we 
^' must at the same time have admitted to us, 
'' that one altogether unlearned, ignorant, 
** and, as it were, rendered inaccessible from 
'^ misconception, prejudices, and disdain, 
*' should lirst be prepared for the reception 
" of this Truth, of which not even the words, 
*' or the sense have been yet received. Did 
" not the people of Israel receive, first by 
*' shadows and figures, the substance of what 
** afterwards was made known : and the in* 
** spired teachers under the New Testament^ 
** do they not speak of ^ milk and strong 
'' meat V '' 

This argument includes two errors— ^r«f, 
inasmuch as there is a confusion, between 
the measure of Truth which God sees fit to 
reveal to man, and the evidence of the Testi- 
mony of God which comprises that Truth. — 
2dly. Inasmuch as there is a substitution of 
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human means, however limited the quantity, 
for the Essential Power in the Truth itself. 

By this reasoning, it is asserted, on the one 
hand, that to be light, the quantity must be 
limited ; and on the other, that to make 
light more brilliant, the eyes of the blind 
must be enlightened to behold it — arguments 
wors^ than trifling to advance. 

For, in short, when we speak of the 
brilliancy of Light, we speak neither of the 
quantity emitted, nor the circumstances 
attending its dispersion : but simply its spe- 
cific property, which is to be in itself. Light, 
however minute or extended its division. 
It is one thing, therefore, to say, that it 
is better and wiser to disperse this Light 
by degrees, and under certain circumstances, 
and another to infer, that because this pre- 
caution is found necessary, the Light itself 
will be without its brilliancy until its right 
distribution has been effected. 

And, further, as it displays a want of un- 
derstanding, to seek from the character of 
the subject to be acted upon, the nature 
and essence of the agent itself, so, it is the 

c3 
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result of the ignorance of the brilliancy of 
Truths to imagine in ourselves^ that its 
evidence is the consequence of that which 
the soul has in itself prepared for its recep- 
tion. 

The greater the exposure of a polished 
substance to the lights or, the more or less 
a mirror may be free from dust, the more or 
less, of course, will be the reflected rays ; 
but these circumstances will have alone re- 
ference to the effect of the light, and never 
to its own essential properties^ which must 
ever remain the same, whether it falls upon 
the eyes of those who have their natural sight, 
or are blind* 

Light borrows no brilliancy from the ob^ 
ject which it enlightens — it comes to it as 
Light, and with all its essential splendour ; 
so that to imagine, that the form or situation 
of this object serves to demonstrate the 
brilliancy of Light, is mtich the same as to 
suppose, that, in giving a certain motion to 
the putrid corpse of Lazarus, that would be 
a proof that the life Jesus was about to 
impart, was really life ; and then, that the 
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raised man, owing to this previous act^ will 
be thus more convinced^ that now he has 
life. 

** What then/' says one yet astonished, 
** if one meets with a man, who has not even 
** an idea^ that God has revealed himself to 
'*' the world, and still more, will contend against 
'' and deny the possibility of such a thing, 
** ought one at first to put the Bible into his 
*' hands, and with power, and without re- 
** serve, proclaim the Truth which it com* 
** prises I would it not be more judicious, and 
** also more efficacious, to enlighten his mind 
'' by degrees ; to examine into and remove 
** his prejudices ; to meet with and obviate 
'' his objections ; than, after such a prudent 
** coarse of preparation, to set before him 
'' at the first some simple principles of the 
** Truth, leading him on to more advanced 
'' subjects, and thus shew him the mag- 
** nificence and inspiration of the Scrip- 
" tures/' 

It is thus, we answer, that men act re- 
specting human knowledge; and it is even 
thus that one advances in the Truth, when 

c4 
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the Truth has once made itself knowB ; but 
it is not thus that the Truth, the Testimony 
of the Almighty^ reveals and exhibits itself; 
for it is not by education, or instruction in 
outward ceremonies, that God's elect are so 
made ; it is not by outward reformation, or 
the use of religious language, that the power 
of the Holy Spirit is called forth ; it is not 
by subtle reasonings that heaven is dis^ 
covered ; nor is it by the persuasion of affec- 
tion and of tears, or any preparation of the 
human heart, or any effort of self-wiU, that 
life eternal, which is the gift of God in his 
Son, is manifested to those sinners, whom 
the Father according to his grace has 
chosen.* 

Let man then cease to be disquieted 
under the expectation of finding in himself 
what is alone in God. In vain will he call 
into exercise all the means and plans of 
education, all the talent and knowledge 



*John vi. 37; xvii. 2; Rom. ix. 16 ; John i. 13; 
phes. i. 4, 5, 6; John iii. 8; 1 Cor, i. 19—21; 
. 6—10, 12—16; 1 John v. 11 : Matt xi. 25 ; Luke 
. 21. 
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tvhich he may possess, for never will their 
united power change or remove the dark- 
ness and ignorance by which he is enve« 
loped — darkness will continue darkness, and 
all the agitation under which it may be 
brought, will not convert one particle into 
the principle of light. light is in God — 
'tis God alone who gives it. 

And if the simple declaration of this axiom 
be not sufScient for its establishment, per- 
haps the narration of a fact may produce this 
eflfect. 

Some Christian travellers, passing through 
a heathen and idolatrous country, and 
communing together upon the subject of 
this unspeakable gift of the Truth of God, 
came up with some natives by the side of a 
river, to whom they were anxious to preach 
Jesus the Christ, and Life eternal by Faith 
that is in His Name. 

The natives received them with welcome, 
and one of the missionaries, giving glory in 
his heart to the power of the preached 
Gospel, and knowing that the Testimony of 
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God has its own eyidence, by the Holy Ghost 
who reveals and accompanies it» proclaimed^ 
with confidence, the whole counsel of God 
and the doctrine of grace. 

He pointed out, how that the Almighty, 
having from the first promised a Saviour 
for man, lost by sin, had ofttimes set forth 
this Redeemer in the oracles of God, and 
by the means of the holy men for that pur- 
pose inspired; how that in the time ap* 
pointed by infinite wisdom he had sent from 
heaven, even from his own bosom, his only 
and well-beloved Son, to be this glorious 
Saviour, in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of Mary: and how that the Son of 
God, having finished the salvation of his 
people, had ascended up into glory, to the 
end, that whosoever believed in Him should 
not perish, but have the forgiveness of his 
sins and life eternal. 

The natives heard with pleasure: and 
their interest increased in proportion as the 
disciple of Jesus extended his observations ; 
one woman, in particular, of a simple out- 
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ward demeanoury appeared to be humbled 
under every word she heard. Her attention 
gradually increased, until at length she openly 
confessed 9 that her heart was subdued ; that 
she acknowledged her ignorance and sin; 
that she believed in Jesus ; that she adored 
him in her soul ; and she entreated that hence** 
forward she might be considered a disciple of 
the Son of God, 

The Christians favourably received the 
confession, in praising Him who thus gave 
glory to the Testimony of his own Gospel, 
and at that hour, the new Christian received 
the outward sign of the Promise, the baptism 
of water, in the name of the Lord. There is 
a fact, — Observe it well. 

*• If this anecdote is true," may some one 
reply, " it does nevertheless not convince us; 
'' since one only sees a sudden and transient 
'* feeling excited, which a too hasty zeal took 
*' occasion to encourage, without foreseeing 
'' that enthusiasm may be mistaken for 
" faith." 

Let no one thus judge— TAi* country was 
Macedonia — the river was the river Strymon 
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'^these natives were womeu of Pbilippi : 
these Christians were the Apostle Paul, 
Silvanus, Timothy, and Luke ; he who spoke 
was Paal; the woman who addressed him 
was Lydia of Thyatira; and her excite- 
ment and tears were the demonstration of the 
power of God, who opened her heart to 
attend to and believe the Testimony of God 
which Paul declared,* 

In that, therefore, there was neither en- 
thusiasm nor precipitation, no more than 
there was preparation or human precautions. 
The word was preached in all its boldness, 
that is, in its simplicity, and Vithout any 
mixture of the wisdom, or the opinions of 
the world, and He who has declared it to 
be thus his will, the Almighty, who sees and 
hears all things, gave it according to his 
will, that efficacy and force as it pleased 
Him : so that in this case, as in all others, 
it was evident to the world and to the 
church, that ** The Testimony of God is all- 
powerful in itself ; and that the heart which 

♦ Actsxvi. 12—15. 
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** receives and believes it^ receives it because 
'* God enables it so to do, and believes it, 
** because the eternal Spirit, according to 
** the good pleasure and will of the Father, 
" reveals it to him, and enables him to love 
« it." 
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ART. II. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE ASSURANCE OF 

SALVATION. 

How many Christians there are who 
deprive themselves of the richest blessings 
of the Gospel by nourishing doubts and fears 
of their actual salvation ! They profess to 
believe on the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
to put their trust in the promises of God 
made in his Son, and nevertheless they have 
doubts and fears upon the subject of their 
sins being pardoned, and they look upon the 
^^ Assurance of Salvation/' either as a mys- 
terious doctrine of which one ought only to 
have a glimpse, or a distant prospect, or, as 
a dangerous, and perhaps culpable, convic- 
tion. 

" What r* say they, " the believer, as long 
^' as he has here to fight, to boast of being 
'' crowned ? does he not daily in himself 
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^^ find sin, and new transgressions ? and by 
'* that itself, the humbling proof of defile- 
'* ment, of nakedness, and of shame in the 
" presence of the Holy One ? what assur- 
^' ance then can this poor and weak sinner 
** find under the weight of such misery ? 
*' and how can this fallen creature, who 
« yet crawls on in all the infirmity of his 
*' flesh, presume of itself thus far, as td 
" believe itself one of God's elect ? Ah ! 
** let the believer hope for a pardon that 
" the Almighty promises to perseverance- 
let him pray in faith — let him toait pa- 
tiently — but — let him beware of boasting.^ 
'* Or, again/' say other Christians, of the 
same spiritual discernment, *' is it not to be 
** feared, that the ' Assurance of Salvation' 
** will lull the conscience into a security 
** which will relax the obedience of the child 
*' of God, and even bring the disciple, thus 
** at rest as to the result of its sin, into a 
** neglect of that holiness, without which no 
** man shall see the Lord/' 

In short; there are those worshippers of 
Jesus^ who come at last to declare, that, " if 
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** the ' Assurance of Salvation' is good for 
** some souls, that as for themselves, they feel 
^' its necessity so little, that on the contrary, 
** they would rather remain in a middle state, 
'* in a sort of uncertainty and doubt, which, 
** by humbling- them more, will make them 
** each successive hour, as it were, more ap- 
" preciate that grace of which they will enjoy 
'* the sweets the less they are cloyed." 

And it is thus that one and the other are 
unacquainted, either with the extent of the 
grace of God, and the gift of eternal life, 
which is in Christ Jesus, or the greatness of 
that Testimony of God, of which, as it ought 
to be received entirely, it is not permitted to 
say, I will believe it thus far, and no fur- 
ther. It IS thus that these souls, under an 
appearance of caution and humility, turn 
away from the promise of the Gospel of 
God, and languidly drag on their course 
unrefreshed, and without tasting the peace 
of God. 

In short, it is thus by these doubts and 
distrust, or rather by this sad unbelief, that 
these "certain disciples" reject the Spirit 
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of adoption, and are incapable of bringing 
forth those fruits of righteousness, the seeds 
of which are never brought to life under 
fear and torment, but only in the soil of 
peace with 6od» 

It is with tenderness and patience that 
such characters should be brought under 
instruction ; their very doubts even have this 
to commend them, that they imply a desire 
of holiness : these disciples truly believe on 
the Son of God, and rest in his righteousness ; 
THEY ARB THEREFORE HIS : but their faith 
is deficient in purity and simplicity; they mi;^ 
up their feelings and their inward expe- 
riences with the Testimony of God, and they 
thus darken the eyes of their spiritual un-* 
derstauding, and deaden the ear of faith, 
SO that they receive not the sw^et voice of 
that promise, *' He that believeth on the \ 
Son hath everlasting life." 

What is the assistance to be rendered to 
them ? How shall their souls be healed of 
that grievous malady which weakens and 
makes them unfruitful ? 

One remedy alone exists. It is The Truth, 
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according as the whole of sacred writ exhibits 

it ; IT IS THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF 60D ; 

there is no other method whereby to effect 
the dispersion of these doubts and clouds 
of error ; because there is no other means 
of lessening the darkness, but by the ad* 
mission of light — of removing weakness, than 
by the giving of strength — of repelling death, 
than by conferring life. 
. Great care must here be taken, that in 
the exercise of kindness and judgment no 
admission should be given to flattery, or 
compromise arise from fear ; no truckling to 
error, because it is dear to those who hold 
it; no concessions at the expense of the 
Truth of the Gospel declaration; in short, 
no weakening whatever of the word of the 
Living God, 

It is no tenderness towards a soul to fear 
to teach and to reprove it, because it delights 
in a tenet which ought to be opposed. It is 
no proof of affection, but on the contrary of 
unfaithfulness and want of respect to Truth, 
to keep back any declaration of the Word 
of God, because of the opposition which a 



GOSPEL SEEDS. 47 

prejudiced, captious, or irritated mind would 
make to the conmiand which it enjoins. 

Let, then, the pure and generous wine of 
the promises of the Gospel be given to them 
whose hearts are fainting under doubts and 
fears; let the Book of the Testimony of 
God be opened, and let them be shewn all 
that He who cannot lie bath revealed, on 
the sovereignty of election by his grace and 
of his love in Christ Jesus ; let it be proved, 
by the numberless declarations of Scripture, 
that Jesus has been given for Saviour of The 
Church, not as Helper to the human race, 
and therefore that He has ip Himself begun, 
continued, and effectually completed the 
eternal salvation of the Chosen of his Father, 
for whom alone He gave Himself. Let it 
next be set forth, that honest faith in the 
Saviour, that is, the belief of the heart in 
the Son and Christ of God, is The Gift of 
God to all whom he hath saved in the death | 
and resurrection of Jesus ; and, finally, let 
it be strongly enforced upon these souls, to 
give glory to what God declares and affirms, 
in being assured, that, believing in the Name 
of the Son of God, they have life eternal, t 
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since it is what God announces when He ' 
says, " Whosoever believeth that Jesus is \ 
the Christ, the Son of God, is born of God ; 1 
is blessed ; hath everlasting life."* * 

Such is, unquestionably, the only means^ 
of bringing a soul to the Assurance of its 
Salvation, and of leading into the sunshine 
of adoption, those who, stumbling at noon- 
day as in the night, are like the blind 
groping for the wall, which their frames and 
feelings have obscured. It is the pure and 
unequivocal Testimony of God; it is the 
promise and oath of the Lord, which must be 
alone and repeatedly, again and again, set 
before them, until at length, if it so pleaseth 
the Lord, they humbly submit to what God 
hath said, and thus henceforth, they will 
not only be round the Rock of Peace, seeking 
to have this established by leaning there- 
upon, but upon the Rock itself, fixed on 
that as the immoveable foundation of all 
peace, consolation, and holiness. 

It is true, that many of those Christians, 
pf whom we have just been speaking, say, 

* 1 John v. 1 ; John xx. 31 ; vi. 47. 
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that they do not doubt of their actual con- 
dition as children of God, because of any 
question arising in their minds, of the Lord 
Jesus being the alone complete Saviour of 
the people, given to him by the Father, but, 
because they have not, for themselves, the 
assurance they have the faith of God's elect, 
the true faith in the Son of God. 

It is clear, say they, that the Christ of 
God has effectually saved his church ; it is 
equally clear, that whosoever truly believes 
in Jesus Christ, belongs to that church, and 
is saved : but we know not whether we | 
really believe in the Son of God ; and, in- |l 
deed, when we have thought it, we havej 
feared that we have deceived ourselves, be- '; 
cause we do not see in ourselves the neces-* I 
sary evidence of a true faith — we are de- | 
ficient in holiness, and because the faith of I 
God's elect has no existence but with sane- 1 
tification, it is this that harasses us, and j 
causes us to question whether we have the j 
true faith in our hearts. 

But with whatever appearance of wisdom 
and humility this confession may be accom- 

D 
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panied, it springs not less, than that which 
we have already designated, from the root 
of unbelief — ^we allude to the scheme which 
exhibits Jesus only in the character of a 
Helper, in denying him that to which he 
is entitled, that of Saviour; and which ac* 
knowledgment, at the same time that it 
throws a veil over the declaration and pro« 
mises of God, seeks, independent of their 
influence by the Holy Ghost, a holiness 
which their (leur efficctce) intrinsic eflScacy 
alone, after they are received, can produce. 

How, for instance, is it possible: that any 
one sincerely receiving the Gospel of Grace 
can be without that peace of God with 
which it is combined? What manifest in* 
consistency in the declaration of those who 
assert, that they in their hearts believe 
the Word of God, but who nevertheless 
deny themselves the enjoyment of that 
grace which that Word to the believer 
proclaims? What a contradiction in the 
profession of their own spiritual state, since 
they say, in as many words, " that they be- 
lieve, from the bottom of their hearts, all 
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that God says, but they are not sure of the 
thing which he asserts." 

Ah ! if we carefully examine what passes 
in such minds as these, one quickly discoyers, 
that that alone which prevents them from 
laying hold of the promise, is their own 
righteousness; that is, they have a secret 
desire to see, to feel, to love first something 
pure and holy in themselves, before resting 
simply upon what God has declared in respect 
of the gift of grace. 

Doubtless this self-righteousness does not 
exhibit itself in the same attitude as that of 
the proud Pharisee, who dares to come 
before the Lord with his virtues and his 
self-denials, and madly advancing them, 
" With these I would purchase heaven." 
No : such Christians as these of whom we 
are now speaking, commit not a sin of this 
stamp; they condemn it, they hold it in 
utter abomination. 

But if it is not with presumption that they 
approach the sanctuary, it is through dis* 
belief that they are kept aloof from it ; and 
this latter manifestation of sin is not less 
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opposed to peace than is the former. It is 
true, that they do not say, *' Our works are 
numerous ; we have therefore true faith ; 
we are quite right in our having come near 
to God :" but they say, " We are yet too 
little altered to have the boldness to believe 
that the Son of God is revealed in us, and 
that therefore God has as yet shewn his 
grace to us;" and thus they remain in a 
questionable and half-believing state, alike 
unfavourable to growth and fruitfulness. 

Their principal error, (for we repeat it, 
the ignorance of these disciples is great,) 
lays in this, that they are looking for, and 
ardently desiring, the fruits which faith ought 
certainly to produce, at the same time for- 
getting, that as the fruits of faith, the faith 
itself, must first exist, before the demonstra- 
tion of its fruit can possibly take place. 

If these excellent fruits, which are love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faithfulness, meekness, temperance, are 
the effects of the Spirit of adoption : if they 
appear not, if they grow not, or come to 
perfection, but in the fertile soil of justi- 



GOSPEL SEEDS* 53 

&cation» and under the vivifying rays of the 
Sun of Righteousness; if they are abun- 
dant and sweet only in proportion to the 
richness of the sap by which they are 
nourished; and if that sap is, that heart- 
reliance by the Holy Ghost on the promises 
of the Father in his Son Jesus Christ, they 
must be preceded by that faith, that justi- 
fication, that adoption^ that seal of the Spirit, 
and that implicit confidence in the promises 
of God. It is impossible, therefore, that 
these fruits can show themselves, nor even 
have their first state of existence in the dry 
and parched soil of doubts, of hesitation in 
believing the Living God, of refusal to rely 
on the Word of his Testimony. What is 
there then surprising that the soul, which waits 
to believe till it sees in itself some fruit of 
its faith, and which strains itself to produce 
that of which it has not even the very ele- 
ment, is harassed and distressed day and 
night, and venting itself in groaning, " Alas ! 
as it regards me, God is not faithful and his 
promise has failed ; for I find in myself no- 
thing but misery and weakness. '^ 
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Alas ! poor soul ! you are harassing your- 
self, and occupied in doing much to no effect, 
while insisting upon the finding the eyidences 
of your peace, before you have obtained 
proof of your actual pardon. In your ig* 
norance and your wretched delusion, you 
are striving to polish a stone of which you 
are not yet in possession, and that for the 
purpose of being well and thoroughly con- 
vinced that it is the diamond by which alone 
you can be enriched. 

To be con^Finced that such is the situation 
of numbers of the Christians of the pre- 
sent day, let us interrogate one, who, not* 
withstanding his diligence in his devotional 
duties, (very different from the actions of 
one truly religious,) has only a hope of sal- 
vation, an expectation that he shall be saved^ 
and trembles at the thought of saying with 
confidence, that he is one of Christ's re- 
deemed ones, one of the Father's chosen 
people ; and let him be asked. Why should 
his heart fear that assurance which the 
spouse of Jesus rejoices to possess ? its an- 
swer will be surely this, " Let me find joy 
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and obedience in my heart, and then I shall 
think that . I believe what God says, and 
that I may be certain that I am his child.'' 

Let us pursue the inquiry, by asking fur- 
ther. What hinders him at once from be*- 
lieving what God says, and from receiving 
with sincerity the Testimony God gives?, 
and he will answer, " I quite well believe 
what the Scriptures express, and I certainly 
believe the Testimony of God ; but I do notj 
perceive that The Truth makes upon me the j 
impression which comes fromit : Imust, there-' 
fore, wiut for the stronger manifestation of 
it, so that I may be convinced that of this 
Truth I am possessed." 

That is to say, that^ by a sophism which 
flatters the natural heart, one overlooks tl\e 
existence of the Cause, only to consider a 
doubtful Effect, and the wish to arrive at 
the former is less for its own sake, than for 
the self-satisfaction which it produces ; that 
is, one loves the joy, the peace, the hope, and 
the other effects of The Truth, more than 
the simple Truth, itself, as it proceeds from 
the mouth of God; and why? Because this joy. 
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or this hope, and all other results of The 
Truth, is an enjoyment of sense, which one 
finds in self, which one enjoys by self, and of 
which one can also plume and secretly boast 
oneself; while, on the other hand. The Truth 
coming direct from God, and which con* 
fers freely upon man, without return, hambles 
the natural heart, and compels it to acknow- 
ledge, that salvation is absolutely of grace^ 
a free and sovereign gift, which comes only 
unto man because it is the good pleasure of 
God to reveal it to him. 

It is on this account that many Christians, 
still deluded by a secret love for their feel- 
ings, and their religious impressions, think 
much less of what God has, of and from 
himself, declared, than of what should be the 
result of his Sovereign Word. By this 
error, by this sinning against Truth, they,, 
as it were, " shut the mouth" of the Lord, 
for the sake rather of listening to what pro- 
ceeds from the mind or heart of a weak and 
ignorant creature, and they arrive, therefore, 
at this singular conclusion : ^' I do not know 
that the promise of God is true, because 
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I do not entirely confide in it; because I 
find no joy in what God declares, therefore 
I ought to question the nature of his Tes- 
timony. Let me wait to experience its 
efficacy, before I can say that his word and 
promise is faithful and true.'' 

Thus then it is, that if this soul, speaking 
after this manner to-day, finds in itself to- 
morrow a certain readiness for the service 
of God, a fervour in prayer, more love in its 
intentions, more moderation in its desires, or 
even perhaps a more lively looking forward 
to the glory of its coming state, it would have 
reason to cry out, " Now I have faith, be- 
" cause I have its evidences : now I believe 
" God, yes, God is truth, for I feel the effect 
" of his Word." 

And then, upon its being asked, '' If, since 
** the day before, it has become more con- 
'' vinced that the Bible is of God ; that Jesus 
" is a complete Saviour ; and that he that 
" believeth in his name has life," then it 
would reply, " No; my certainty upon that 
'' matter is the same as before : I had no 
" doubt of the Truth of God, nor the inspira- 
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** tioD of the Bible, but I doubted of my 
*' own sincerity ; now, however, I can more 
** confidently be satisfied with myself, and be 
'' happy and at rest because of my feelings 
** and my desires." — That is to say, that the 
soul will set aside the Word, the Testimony, 
the Promise, and the Oath of God to turn 
towards some excitements or some desires! 
What a strange proceeding ! Woe then to 
this Testimony of God, if the following day, 
this soul, thus resting on the sandy support 
of its own dispositions, reverts to its former 
or renewed weakness, or is overtaken by 
temptation or sorrow ! God, then, is faith- 
ful to his promise to-day, because it feels it ! 
In a few hours God ceases to be faithful, 
because the feeling is gone by ! The soli- 
dity of the will of God is according to this, 
proportionate to the stability of i\ie feelings 
of the soul; and thus the two Rocks, the 
Promise and the Oath of God, so far from 
being " immutable," have in themselves no- 
thing upon which the soul can with con* 
fidence rest, any longer than the wisdom and 
persevering diligence of that which leans 
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upon them contributes to their support: 
the mercy of 6od« then^ will alone continue 
while gratitude accompanies it; and when 
the sinner ceases to feel it^ from that mo* 
ment the benefits fail, and they have never 
even existed!!!! 

What utter confusion! and what sub- 
version of the Truth of the Gospel ! What 
a commixture of the sovereign mercy of the 
Creator, with the submission "tvhich the 
creature owes to the Testimony by which 
that mercy is revealed ! The Living God 
thus commanded the Prophet Ezekiel, ii. 5, 
" Speak: and whether the rebellious hear, or 
" whether they forbear, yet they shall know 
'' that there hath been a prophet among 
them:" but now must the language be 
changed, and let Jehovah say thus to his ser- 
vant, " Speak ; and let me be found true, 
*' as soon as my sinful people shall have felt 
" some repentance or joy I" 

By such a system, according to this sort 
of bargaining which man tries to make be- 
tween his feelings and the promise of his God, 
what becomes of holiness ? What are these 
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works of piety, of charity, of righteousness, 
of temperance, that one seeks to perform, 
and which one strives to exhibit for self- 
assurance that one has. Faith ? Wherein is 
their origin' From what source their 
energy ? What is the motive of this kind 
of obedience to the commandments of the 
Iiord? You wish to obey God! and upon 
what ground ? Is it not that you may have 
ground for trusting on the promise of grace, 
that is in Christ Jesus, because you are 
self-satisfied you have received it? You, 
therefore, think that the promise affects you 
only, when yon have performed that to which 
it calls those who possess it. Mad and mer- 
cenary sinner! v/ho dost not see, upon tke 
one hand, that it is first of alt thy duty to 
lay hold of the promise, in order that thou 
maytst have a deep sense of its effect in thy 
soul; and that, on the other hand, thy 
works that thou fanciest to produce from 
love or zeal for tby Lord, arise but from the 
motive of dread of punishment for their 
neglect, or have for their end the recon- 
ciliation of thyself to thy God, and the as- 
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surance of thy pardon. Alas! thou guilty 
slave ! it is wrath then that thou dost in 
secret dread> while to the proclamation of 
"grace" thou art deaf! The law ! the law 
it is that yet holds thee captive! and hitherto 
thou art ignorant of liberty and of adoption, 
since thy conduct is not that of one recon* 
ciled^ nor thy obedience the offspring of 
love — thy soul is yet under the influence of c 
fear and torment, 1 John iv. 18. 

Oh ! that the humble and simple disciple 
of Jesus may be preserved from such mis- 
trust! Let him not be afraid to trust too 
much, when it is God that declares and 
promises. Faith, as a cordial that relieves 
the fainting body, will not conceal its power, 
and the Truth, which the soul by its means 
receives, will not fail in its demonstrations of 
life, of strength, and joy. 

May every serious mind attentively reflect 
upon this. It pants for Holiness ! it is Com- 
munion with, the Presence of, its God, after 
which it seeks ! it is the assurance of parti- 
cipation in his Love, which it esteems above 
all price ! Well, let it commence by this 
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last rich blessing ; iu it are the two others 
embraced. Yes; let the soul, sincerely 
humbled at the feet of Jesus^ hear, believe^ 
and, in the deepest adoration and perfect 
peace, perceive the declaration which He, on 
the part of his Father, has made known to 
it, " Verily, verily, he that believe th on me 
hath eternal life :" and having thus believed 
what God has declared to it, it receives, 
according to his promise, the Spirit of adop- 
tion, consolation, and holiness, which Spirit 
(the soul enjoying a perfect and sweet con- 
fidence in its God and Father) will reveal 
to it more and more of its Saviour's Love, 
and will enable it to bring forth, in the 
Assurance of its Salvation, the abiding fruits 
of righteousness and peace, in the blessed 
expectation of a glorious immortality. 
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ART. III. 

BIBLE ANECDOTES.* 

" The Testimony of the Lord is sure, j 
making wise the simple ; the commandment | 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes."! 
The Word of God is ** a hammer that break* 
eth the rock in pieces ;" " it is a sword, 
which not only pierces, but divides asun- 
der." f 

£very soul, taught of God, knows this to 
be the case; and whoever has the wisdom 
and courage to reply from the Bible, in 
shiswer to the questions of the ignorant, and 
objections of unbelievers, soon perceives the 
invincible power of the ^' weapons of our war- 
fare, which are mighty, through God, to the 

* I am indebted to a lady for this translation, 
t Psal. xix. 8; 9 ; Jer. xxiii. 29 ; Heb. iv. 12. 



64 GOSPEL SEEDS. 

pulling down of strong holds^ casting down 
imaginations, and every high thing that ex- 
alteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ."* 

The following anecdotes^ which are authen- 
tic, and faithfully related, are illustrative of 
these declarations of our Lord. 

I travelled by the coach with an officer, a 
yoiing lady, and a middle-aged man. The 
latter sat in a corner, and appeared to be an 
invalid, having his head covered with flan- 
nel. 

My mind was seriously disposed, and 
I earnestly wished that the conversation 
would at least become beneficial, and put 
an end to the foolish and frivolous discourse, 
(which was sometimes even profane,) between 
the officer and the young lady. 

But, as it continued, and the invalid was 
silent, I determined to read, and opening 
the Testament, (of which I had several 
copies, which I hoped to distribute during 

• 2 Cor. X. 4. ' 
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my journey,) I separated myself from these 
worldlings, to listen to the voice of Him, 
who speaks to us from the Father. 

I occupied myself with reading all day: 
more than once I was tempted to speak^ 
in order to refute untruths, to which I was 
sometimes obliged to give ear ; but I checked 
the ardour of my zeal, fearful, lest these 
pearls should be trodden under foot by those 
who held them in contempt, and I secretly 
implored of God, that I might be enabled 
to keep silence, until He should dispose 
the minds of my companions to listen to 
the words of the Saviour. 

At length] the opportunity arrived. The 
officer left us early the next morning, and 
we had just set out again, when the invalid 
in a very mild tone asked me, what book 
it was, which so closely engrossed my atten- 
tion? ^' It is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," I answered. He appeared sur- 
prised, and quickly replied, " The Gospel ! 
really . • • • How long have I wished to 
know it ! . . . . would you read me a little 
ofitr 
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I was delighted with this request, and 
reflecting on the wisdom of our gracious 
God, who had not permitted the invalid 
to express this desire, till after the depar- 
ture of the open blasphemer, I read the 
Parable of the Sower. 

At first, the inralid did not comprehend 
it; but the explanation which our Saviour 
gives of it, made it perfectly clear to him ; 
his questioos, and several observations which 
he made io reply to me, evinced, that be 
listened with attention to the truths of sal- 
vation. 

The conversation continaed without in- 
terruption till nooo, when we arrived at the 
town where the invalid intended to remain. 
I took leave of him with much sorrow. He 
expressed great regret that he could no 
longer profit by the instruction, that I might 
have been able to give him ; " but," added 
he with great seriousness, " I shall lose 
BO time in procuring this book, which, 
I am persuaded, has developed to me that 
truth, which for many years I have ear- 
nestly sought, and with which I longed to 
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be made acquainted.'- As he said this, he 
sighed, and his countenance fully indicated, 
that the feelings of his heart >^ere in 
accordance with the expressions of his lips. 
I begged him to accept the volume which 
I held in my hand ; he received it with the 
most lively gratitude, and thus addressed 
me. ** I am extremely ill, and know not 
how long I may be a dweller on earth ; but, 
let me assure you, that my dearest and 
sole occupation will be, daily to read and 
study this precious book, whose value I 
already begin to appreciate." 

It was thus, that this man left me; he 
had deeply interested me, not only by the 
gentleness of his manners, but especially 
by the humility with which he listened to 
the precepts of the word of God. Ought 
I not to hope, that the Lord himself had 
prepared this ground, and that the seed of 
the word fell thereon, and was blessed to 
bring forth fruit an hundred fold, according 
to the grace of Him, who alone giveth the 
increase. (1 Cor. iii. 6.) 

One night, some time after this pleasing 



meeting;, as we ascended a very steep rooDn- 
tain, I alighted, and walked with the pos- 
tillion, who was also on foot. He was an 
elderly man, of prepossessing appearance. 
It was a beautiful night. The dark sky 
was brilliantly overspread with stars, not a 
cloud was to be seen, and a sweet light breeze 
Wafted the odours of the fir-trees. " What 
a delightful night," said the postillion to 
me. " It exhibits the glory of the Almighty," 
replied I, ' The firmament sbeweth forth 
his handy work.' " (Ps. xix. 1.) " Yes," re- 
sumed he, " these stars are exceedingly 
brilliant; they say they are other worlds, 
and other suns. *' God," replied I, " created 
them from the beginning. He ' bringeth out 
their host by number ; he calletb them all 
by names, by the greatness of his might, 
for that he is strong in power, not one 
faileth.'"* 

I was silent for a short time, and then 
added, " We cannot say that our way is 
hid from the Lord, and that he careth not 

* Gen. i, 16 ; Ps. czxivi. 9 ; Isai. xl. 36. 
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for US." (16. 27.) These words were the 
prelude to a conversation which occupied us, 
till we had gained the summit of the hill. 
The postillion told me, that his father 
generally read the Bible every evening to 
his family; but that he (the postillion) did 
not possess the sacred volume, seeing, that 
it was rarely found in the possession of the 
poor of this country. I gave him the last 
copy I had ; he took it from me, and kis- 
sing my hand, promised to read it to his 
children, whenever it was in his power. 
" He that feeds the ravens," sent heavenly 
bread, even his word of truth, to the 
poor and humble family of this simple pea- 
sant. 

This blessing was but the forerunner of 
others. A short time afterwards, during 
my absence, two merchants came to my 
bouse ; they had been detained on the moun- 
tain for some hours, owing to an accident 
having happened to their carriage, and they 
had employed their time with very great 
pleasure while there, in reading a book, 
which they had found on their postillion's 
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table, and haria^ made the requisite in- 
quiries as to the name and residence of the 
donor, they siud, they had taken the liberty 
to beg one for themaelves; and hoped it 
was in my power to grant their request. 
It Tas immediately complied vith, and they 
left me qnite happy. 

The following year these gentlemen ctdled 
opon me : during the coarse of a very agree- 
able conversation, they informed me, that 
during their travels, they had just met one 
of their friends, to whom I had given a 
Bible, and that they had come more than 
twenty leagues out of their way, to procure 
this valuable volume. 

I gave them one, and told them the towns 
and societies where they could easily pro- 
cure the word of God, and Z entreated them 
to distribute it in the different conntries 
through which they were going to pass ; 
which they expressed themselves extremely 
willing to do. 

It has thus been the will of God, that 
this little fountain has become a stream, 

id perhaps a river. The Gospel (pven to 
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the postillion, near a village, for his own 
humble cottage, was in the hand of the Lord 
the beginning of a work, which is perhaps 
operating in the hearts of many families, by 
the Holy Spirit, making them joyful ; they 
may never learn here, what was the first 
impulse which influenced them ; but when 
they shall know, even as they are knoVn, 
(1 Cor. xiii. 12.) they will ascribe glory 
and praise to the Sovereignty of Him, 
whose wisdom is manifold, and known by 
the Church. (Eph. iii. 10.) 

About the same time I had a striking 
example of the power of the word of God, 
on the mind of an unbeliever, who was a 
determined opposer of The Truth, 

At the house of a nobleman, where a 
large party was assembled, I conversed 
with a Captain in the Navy, and a Sur- 
geon ; the conversation was extremely pain* 
ful to me, as they argued and cavilled 
angrily: I answered them from the Bible, 
which I held in my hand. Our host having 
listened to us for some time, said, ** It ap- 
pears to me necessary, before answering 
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these gentlemen from the word of God, 
that you should declare to them, what it 
really is, because I am aware that your 
antagonists are not convinced of the Divinity 
of that book.** *' What ! my Lord," replied I, 
** if I were to draw the Captain's sword, and 
wound him therewith, would it be requisite 
to make him sensible that he was wounded, 
that this gentleman (the surgeon) should 
testify ; 1st. That the sword is of good steel ; 
2d. That the blade has a keen edge; 3d, 
That the muscles and veins being cut, this 
gentleman is obliged to feel? Is not the 
proof of a sword, being a sword, demon- 
strated by its point and edge ? And think 
you, that the everlasting God, who has 
spoken this word, which he declares to be 
sharper than any two-edged sword, has 
not given to it a suiBcient eflScacy to strike 
and penetrate the conscience of one of his 
creatures! a man! a sinner? No, gentle- 
men," continued I firmly, (several of the rest 
of the company were now around us, and 
listened with apparent interest ;) '* no ; I do 
not believe that the truths contained iQ 
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this holy Tolume require, that to be recog- 
nised as such, man must affix the seal of 
his approbation, or, that the True and 
Living Light cannot enlighten the under- 
standing of a mortal, until the fetid and 
yacUlating flame of the lamp of reason is 
united thereto/' 

Upon this, the Captain withdrew to the 
recess of the window; whilst I answered 
several questions concerning faith, and its 
consequent peace* The Captain appeared 
agitated; after some minutes had elapsed, 
he returned to us, and said to me, with 
visible emotion, " Pray, tell me, if the habi- 
tual joy and security which you now possess 
are the results of the principles which you 
hold?" '*Sir," replied I, affectionately, 
** whenever I expose myself to the rays of the 
sun, I receive not only light, but heat there- 
from. In like manner, whenever I read or 
meditate on the word of Truth and Life, 
I experience the same effect in my soul, 
because it is impossible to contemplate by 
faith, Jesus the Son of the Father, and the 
brightness of His glory, without having a 
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deep sense of the vivifyiiig light which ema- 
nates from and befons in Him/' 

** Uponmy honour !" exclaimed theCpptain, 
** I begin to belieyie that 74m are inlfhe right. 
I never so earnestly desired, as I now do, 
to know that happiness which tyou possess. 
Indeed, Sir, T deem you the happiest «f 
men, and I would give the hadf of my 
fortune to think as yon do." I smiled, and 
replied, ^ your honour ds only that of a poor 
fiinner, make it not then your stay^; as to 
the happiness which I possess, it cost me 
nothing, and God will not sell at dearer to 
you than he has done to me." ^* What^ then 
must I do to obtain it," legoined^the daptain 
in a tone of Texation. *' Y'on must lend a 
wilUng ear, and apply jEour heart," replied 
I, " to the words of the Apostle James : 
'^bevefore, lay q>art sOl fikhiness, and 
•fluperfinity of nanghttnasa, iandTeceive with 
meefcnesfi the ingrafted word, which is able 
to «aiEe your sonls.' " (James i.'20.) ** We 
must con£a8s," said our faos^, ^^tbat themeans 
are easy, and the doctrine which we have 
just heard, powBrfully attractive." <^And do 
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you not now believe/' said I to him, in a 
whisper, " that the word of Grod testifies to 
ns, that it is a swocd which pierces as deeply 
as that which the hand of man can whet and 
polish?" 

I am ignorant in what measure my audi- 
tors really believed ; but I have always felt 
persuaded, that the Testimony of God, was 
on that day po:wQrf^lly bronghit home to the 
liefurt of one, to whom every argument, and 
.evcary evidence that hwian reason could 
advance, had proved unavaiUng. The heart 
of this man was m^doilbtedly moved by the 
voice of the Almighty, speaking in His Word, 
and 'this logician, who doubtless had often 
endeavoured by the subtlety of logic to 
fvrgue against others, found himself van- 
quished before the wisdom of tiie Omnipo- 
tent 8aviour> who de^tvays the wisdom of 
Ahe wise, and by the pceaohing of the Gospel 
makep foolish :the wisdom of the wozld. 
(1 Cor. i. 80, 21.) 
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ART. IV. 

ON THE FIRST DESIRE TO KNOW AND LOYK 

JESUS. 

My dear Child, 

Thb last time that I saw you at your 
mother's, I observed the sadness of your 
couutenance, and the letter which you have 
sent me, confirms me in the opinion that I 
then formed as to its cause. ** My soul/' 
you write me word, ^'is not at peace. I 
*' feel I love not God as I aught ; and I fear 
** I do not know Jesus as He ought to be 
" known." And then you beg of me to 
come to you and to assist you, '^ and to tell 
^' you what you must do to procure that peace 
** which you see enjoyed by your elder 
** sister, but after which you seek in vain." 

You know, my child, that I love you a« 
my own daughter; I shall therefore rejoice 
to be engaged with you upon a subject so 
deeply interesting as that with which you 
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ar^ occupied. In the first place, therefore, 
take your Bible. Arrange for an hour or 
two of silence and quiet; then read with at- 
tention what he, whom you call your dear 
friend, has, under God, to write you' with all 
affection. 

- You are, of course, well persuaded that 
the gracious God who made us, and who 
rutes and governs all things, is fully ac- 
quainted, and in the minutest detail, with all 
that you have in your mind, even to Hie very 
depths of the secrets of your heart. You 
will be aware also, according as it is written, 
that all the desires, the wishes, the inclina- 
tions of the mind, which are turned towards 
the things of eternity, are of the niercy of 
the ** Father of Lights," James i. 17. who 
draws His chosen ones to Jesus by whatever 
means of which He wills to make use. And, 
hence you will conclude, that if ever the 
heaviness of heart, of which yon have lately 
been the subject, should have the result 
of drawing your soul to a more steady and 
constant pursuit of those things which be- 
long to your everlasting peace, this state of 
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sorrowing will be, in llle end, a mereifiil 
dispensation from QoA towards you. 

I can well understand that yon will be 
surprised that I should, from the first, feli- 
citate you upon the sorrow under which you 
labour; but the fact is, as I proceed to shew 
you, tliat you have reason to rejoice rather 
than to mourn. 

While Samuel was yet a child, serving 
Ae Lord in Shiloh, he passed his life at ease 
in the temf^le, and walked habitually accoird* 
ing (o the law of his God. 

Samuel was assuredly ha^py, and blessed 
of God ; and he was sensible of it. But was 
he not still mof^ so, when die Lof d repealed 
Himself personally to him, by the Word, and 
when tids young man heard, "with his own 
ears, the voice of the Lord, which was pre- 
cious in those days? 

In like manner, my dear child, though 
eve* since you were bora you have lived 
under the care of your excellent mother, as 
it were in the temple, and tieai^ to the altar 
of the Lord, and have been trained up in the 
regular course of your life to the service 
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and worship of God, and have thus passed 
down the stream of life, easy and happy, yet 
now assuredly mu«ji more have you cause 
for joy, since iSke Lord is making Himself 
known to your soul, addressing Himself to it 
more immediately, and making His voice to 
&e heard in a manner not common in this our 
day, I mean, by the Sovereign Voice of His 
tVnth in Jesus. 

It is true that at first young Samuel, who 
baid never heard the Voice of Ihe Lord, was 
tinconscioud, even upon a three-fold sum- 
moas, of the Heavenly Voice, and ran to 
!Bli, the High Priest, under the idea that it 
Was from him the call proceeded. 

In Kke manner you also, by whom up to 
this lime the Voice of God has never before 
been heard, have been mistaken as to the 
dkcipline through which your soul is passing, 
and you have had recourse to your mother, 
to me, and perhaps to other friends, to ask 
tl^m for the instruction which alone can 
be derived from the gracious God who id 
dpeakin^ to you. 

Following, therefore, in your case, the 
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example which I have before me in the reply 
of Eli, I have but to say, it is the Lord that 
hath spoken^ and doth speak^ to you. At- 
tend, therefore, with reverence, and let 
your heart be open for the reception of His 
words; say unto the Lord, with sincerity 
and confidence, ** Speak, Lord ; thy servant 
*' heareth/' 

Yes, my child it is the Lord that speaketh 
to you. You are well aware, that as long 
as a soul is neglectful of its best interests, 
not caring to know whether or not it is dear 
to the Lord, so long that soul, however par- 
ticipating in the daily Providence of its God, 
may pursue a career through which, while it 
passes unstained by flagrant crime, never- 
theless forgets, or rather neglects and turns 
away from any serious thoughts of Heaven, 
and above all, from the Name and Love of 
the blessed Jesus. 

A young person thus situated, especially 
if the child of pious parents, having no op- 
portunity for the commission of faults, of 
great magnitude, on account of the watchful 
care that is taken of her, becomes accustomed 
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to this regular and decent life, with which 
something of pioas feeling is connected ; and 
she quite easily passes on from time to 
eternity, without the slightest idea that she is 
following other than the course which leads 
to Heaven. 

But now observe. The day arrives that 
this young girl, after having heard a sermon 
or some conversation on the subject of salva- 
tion, or perhaps, either having been deceived 
in her expectations, under some sorrows, or 
even under the trial of some severe illness, 
beg^s to find her mind ill at ease, her soul 
is oppressed, and she no longer finds pleasure 
in that by which before she was captivated. 

And still further, her sins, her errors, her 
short-comings, which her volatility had hi- 
therto easily got over, or of which charac- 
teristic indifference quickly lost sight, seem 
now to press upon her heart in a manner not 
so readily to be effaced, and, for the first time, 
to be effected by the dread of the Judgment 
of God and its awful consequences. 

It is then that that soul, no longer at rest, 
no longer indifferent to the future, or ratherj 
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now alive to the contemplatioii of ih^ things 
bereafter, upon which, before it had never 
been occupied, betakes itself to the enquiry, 
to right and to left, of a remedy for the 
evil it has discovered; that is to Say, it 
commences to seek the pardon for its sins, 
and, if it be possible, some hope of the 
favour of God. 

Now, whence is all this derived? This 
secret distress ? this conviction of sin ? this 
fear of condemnation? this desire to be par- 
taker of the grace of God ? It is assuredly 
not from that wicked one, the Devil; who, as 
Father of lies, deceives and enslaves the 
soul by lies, and who, by persuading it that 
all is well with it, allures it day by day 
still more, even from the very thought that it 
has need of the mercy of its God. No more 
can it be of the natural thought or heart of 
this young person ; since it is contrary to its 
desire and turn of mind, and often in spite 
of temptations, the very reverse from those 
thoughts and fears under which, notwith-^ 
standing, her mind is now affected and dis- 
tressed. 
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Whencei then, do these impressions upon 
her soul originate, and whence the distress 
that they produce? The Word of Truth 
proclaims — from God, and God alonb. 
Yes, it is the Lord, who having loved afar 
off, has also from afar prepared the Voice 
which should arrest that soul; and who, in 
His inscrutable wisdom, has commissioned 
the means of instruction by the Word, and 
the various circumstances which should bear 
iipon the thoughts and feelings. You will 
see this clearly set forth by referring to the 
under- written passages ;* and which will par- 
ticularly point out to you, that a soul re- \ 
fleeting upon its salvation, and desirous to 
know JesuSy is already under the special 
influence of God the Father, who teaches 
and leads it, revealing to it the glorious 
Redeemer, the Saviour of his Church. 

What encouragement does not this view 

* Jam. i. IT; Joh iv.11,<cc«; xxxii. 8; x:ttiii. l4— 
16; 1 King! iii. 1% ; John vi. 37, 44, 66 ; xii. 39, 40 ; 
iii. 3—7; Matt. zi. 25—27; xvi. 17; £ph. ii. 4—6; 
Phil, i. 29; Jer. zxxi. 3; Hos. xi. 3, 4. 
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giye to a soul thus drawn, and what delight- 
ful confidence does it not shed abroad upon 
the heart which learns by it ; that its desires, 
its feelings, its hopes, even its very fears 
and troubles, are essentials in the voice of 
mercy, by which the Lord is made known to 
it, and unitedly bear upon one only end, 
which is to direct it to the Son of God, in 
whom alone is found its perfect peace ! 

" But how is this ?" you ask me. " It is 
** this very peace after which I am in search. 
'* Point it out to me, for my soul is not at 
" ease.'' 

Most happily it is not, as I have already 
answered you, my beloved child. Yes ; 
well is it for ypu, that your soul is no longer 
indifferent, thoughtless, and dead; in one 
word, that it is no longer satisfied under that 
sort of happiness with which alone, up to 
this time, it was acquainted, and that it now 
seeks another from a source which folly 
and the vanities of time had, during their 
long continuance, kept concealed firom it, 
, but seeks the possession of that, the source 
of which had been conceCaled while under 
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the seductiTe and pre-occapied pursuit of 
vanity and folly. 

If your uneasiness and your desires were 
directed to the obtaining that false 6clat 
which comes from the follies or pleasures, 
as they are called, of the world, or that your 
sorrow arose from the lore of some secret 
idol, I should hold a very different language ; 
and 80 far from congratulating you upon 
your feelings, I should be the first to re- 
prove and even censure you for them. 

But it is the longing of your heart for 
the possession of Jesus which breaks forth 
from your lips ; and it is with the thoughts 
of your mind directed to an eternity, yet 
but imperfectly seen, that you grieve for 
your ignorance, and sigh for happiness and 
peace. 

It is then for a blessing, not of this world's 
enjoyment or gift, which you seek. It is 
for pleasures, to natural taste unknown, 
which you long; and it is in the turning 
away from the things which perish in the 
using, and the following after those which 
endure, that your soul encourages itself to 
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pnrsae after that bj which it is interested^ 
and from which alone it derives its conso* 
lations. 

How, then^ can I sorrow under the state 
of affliction to which yon are brought I Is it 
not, on the contrary, the rejoicing of my 
heart, that to yours it has been Tonchsafed 
to be directed to the blessings of which 
mine has already found the value, and which 
I know are capable of conferring happiness, 
more than imagination can conoeive ? 

Doerich was the drudge of one of thos^ 
miserable mortals, whose under-ground oc« 
cupations was in the deepest recesses of the 
salt-mines of Williska. His mother, who 
was eonstantiiy engaged in the hardest la** 
hour, had brought him up in the usual man« 
ner of the wretched miners, and during 
some years, the light of the lamp was the 
alotK source of enjoyment to the eyes of the 
youthful Doerioh. 

The boy, full of life and spirit, was known 
in the mines as an intelligent and useful 
assistant, to the full extent of his childish 
capacity; and all his longing, his ambition 
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from infancy, was confined to the degire of 
becoming the most able and industrious 
workmrn. 

. But one day> a yottttg trayeller, about the 
age of Doerich, who came to visit the mines, 
put the question to him, whether he was not 
occasionally greatly rejoiced in being per^ 
mitted to leave the dark abyss, and to enjoy 
himself under the rays and warmth of the 
noon-day sun. 

At these words young Doerich turned his 
eyes towards the wide extent of the vaulted 
galleries; and contemplating the silver 
whiteness, and the dazzling splendour sur- 
rounding him, which the light of a thousand 
tamps reflected upoU the massive arches and 
transparent columns of mineral salt pro- 
duced, he asked if it was possible to behold 
a gallery more illuminated, or a scene more 
brilliant. The young stranger smiled at this 
question, and gently tapping him on the 
shoulder, replied—" True it is, the vaults of 
your mine are brilliant from the light that 
your lamps afford, but you must confess that 
all here is but black and smoky, in compa- 
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.isoQ to the most sombre day even which 
we enjoy above.'* 

This remark was a death blow to that 
which had hitherto comttituted the joy of 
Doerich ; from that hour his mind knew no 
rest : the work of the mines was now to 
him fatiguing and wearisome, and the re- 
sidence in them, heretofore so enjoyed, was 
no longer but the confinement of a prison. 
His mother soon perceived this change in 
him, and asked him the reason of it. — ** I 
long to see the sun," replied the child^ 

Was Doerich, my child, wrong, do you 
think> or was his mother grieved because of 
this his ardent desire? — quite the contrary, 
you reply. The desire of this child was 
the beginning of a new direction to which 
his mind was turned, and of a life far su- 
perior to that with which, up to that time, he 
was acquainted. 

Well, my child, if it is thus you reason, 
permit me to follow your example, and to 
rejoice equally with the mother of Doerich, 
when I hear you exclaim—'^ I long to see 
'' the sun ;" and allow me to infer, that al- 
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ready has your soul received a secret in- 
fluence from Him who speaketh from Heaven^ 
and who even now permits you the enjoy- 
ment of a glimpse of that new light which 
wHl to eternity continue. 

In fact, what is the most brilliant light 
here below, in comparison with the weakest 
ray from that Sun of Righteousness which has 
shone forth from that invisible glory, which 
arises with healing in its wings ? (Mai. iv. 2.) 
What are the beauties and enjoyments of 
this earthly residence when put in compe* 
tition with the splendour, the joy, and the 
pure and perfect happiness of the kingdom 
ci God? and how is it possible to liken the 
laborious life, limited and perishable as is 
the bound to which we are by birth intro- 
duced, with the full light and blaze of glory 
to which the fullest liberty belongs in the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness t 
(2 Pet. iii. 18.) 

You are quite right then, my child, to 
long for, and. to seek after this actual 
enjoyment ; and it is thus that you may at- 
tain your object. 
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Iti»,mBBLlBVtN6tc?Jhi#yoiiKN&W. Now 
attend to aie ; and nay Grod enabb yon to re- 
ceive what I am going to place before yon. 

You will, of courBOy agree tkait you bx» 
very differently acquainted, in regard to the 
tilings of heaveft, than, for example, many a 
Chinese ctf the same age as yourself. SHie 
has> doubtless, not only never heard of Jemm 
Christ, nor of the Grace of Grod in Jesus 
Christ ; bat ahe is> on the contrary, under 
the tluck darkness of ignorance said idola* 
try; she worships false goda; she is a fel-\/ 
lower of Satan ;* and in this melancholy omi- A 
dition, on the point o( perishing. (Rom. ii* X. 
12.) She has no notion of the aiwful end to 
whidi her soul is hastening. 

While, on the other hand, you, my chiid,. 
through the mercy which God, of His sove^ 
rd|^ will, has seen fit to show you, in giving 
you the knowledge of Hia Word, (Rom. iii. 
I, 2,) have not only a dread of that idolati^y 
and impure worship of the heathen, but have 

* iCor. X. 10; Eph. H. 2; Rom. i. 18-32; 2 Tim. 
ii. 26. 
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also learnt and beconve acquainted with two 
things in which there is, Thb Life, for the 
soul that believes them ; the one, that yon are 
guilty before God, and of yourself can nei- 
ther wipe away your sins, or obtain Heaven ; 
the other, that the Almighty Ood, the Creator 
of Heaven and earth, has so loved the world,, 
that he has given it a Saviour in his only 
and well-beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Observe now in what opposite poMtioas 
do y&u and this young person stand with 
Inspect to the things of Ood! What an es- 
sential, nay, what a total diflfer^vce betweev 
that light with which your soul is blessed, 
and the deceitful appearances of light whick 
allure that of an idolater ! Is not tliis youny 
girl, as it were, in the state of what is written 
in Exei. xilxtii. ; the bones dry and scat- 
tered ; and are not you as these same bonesi' 
shaken, collected, re-united, and then co- 
vered with nerves, and flesh, and skin ! 

Is not this the gracious act of God towards 
you, in that He has caused you to hear His 
Word from the day you were bom, and has 
placed it withm your reach? Do you not see 
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this? are you not aware of it? and if yon 
met to-day yonr idolatrous cotemporary, 
would yon not have an abundance of infor- 
mation to convey to her upon the nature and 
attributes of God ; on the condition of fallen 
man ; on the judgment of the great day ; on 
the way which God sees fit to save sinners ; 
on the eternal Son of God» the Almighty 
Redeemer come from Heaven ; and on the 
work and the glory of the Holy Ghost? 

By this I mean to say, my child, that if 
this young Chinese was to have asked you 
what you thought of her religion, and of the 
assurance which she entertained of being 
happy after death, you would not hesitate a 
moment in replying to her, that she was 
utterly mistaken; that her opinions were 
utterly dark and false ; and that it was her 
wisdom to hasten to abjure them, and to 
receive the glorious Gospel of the blessed 
God, which you were as happy, as you were 
zealous, to announce. 

You know, then, the Way, the Truth, 
and the life, and you express it with cha- 
racteristic fervour and clearness, when you 
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write me, " I see, day by day, how awfully | 
'* culpable, and wicked I am in the sight of ) 
" the Holy God. Although I know His 
** will, I do not perform it. I do not per- 
'* ceive that I increase in zeal to obey Him ; 
** and, alas ! it is too evident now to me, 
" that I was deceiving myself when I ima- 
** gined that I was a belierer in Jesus ; for 
** most assuredly had I really believed in 
*^ this glorious Saviour, I should not have 
*' remained in that cold and lifeless state in 
'* which I continue to find myself/' Thfs 
explicit avowal confirms all that I have just 
now advanced, and it is from His authority 
that I say again, ** belibvb what you 
KNOW," and you will not fail to possess both 
peace, and solid and abiding joy. 

But before I explain myself further, I 
would wish to observe to you, that there 
is no possibility of an efibct being produced 
without the existence of its cause. Thus, for 
instance, must the sun be created before its 
brilliant rays can be displayed ; life must exist 
in . l»d,.U^ ,ha le J. m«,eme„. i. fte 
same can be exhibited; the sap must circulate 



94 Q08P£L SBBD8. 

in the trunk and in the branches of tiie tsee^ 
before the fruit can appear ; a pardon must 
be reyealed to the criminal, befoce that his 
Jbeart can regoice in it; and the benefit be 
announced to a pauper » before the sense of 
gratitude can exist. 

You, therefore, must ha^e in your own 
soul the cause of its peace^ or of its joy, 
or of its gratitude towards God, before that 
you can ex,perience these happy, these pre- 
Oious effects ; and as long as this cause is 
wanting, it will only be firom ignorance that 
you will expect to find that which has not 
existeiH^;; and of necessity, thcarefore, you 
will vex yours^ you will groan, and you 
will con^plain, and periiaps eyen you will 
come at last to suppose, that the blessii^s 
of the Father in Christ Jesus, are or may 
be for any other of the sons of men jrather 
than for you. 

Now, this being well laid down, and 
rightly understood, I repeat, tiiat if the 
cause of this internal peace and assurance 
before God, which you seek, is the belief in 
the heart of all that is Truth, as long. as this 
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Truth is only JkaowD to you, but not believed 
by you, so long is it impossible that you can 
f^ssess comfort^ ..peace, joy, and coufideuce. 

Thn», for es^ample; youeogmplaiu of want 
i>f intatcbfuluesis, : your want of real love fcvr 
Jesufij and yw say. Have I oreaUy believed 
iu Jesus ? What does this eomplaint mean, 
.but a proof oi yowr want of fatth? For, 
since it is written, that this peace and joy 
that you loBg IqTj ar^ but the fruits of the 
Spirit of Adoption, ^d that this Spirit is 
vou0hsaiod buf^ ito Ihat soul which has 
believed the Truth, it is cdear tibat these 
fruits aie lacking in you, because that Faith, 
which they ought to ^follow, ois in the firat 
instaooe lacking-^that at the vory first, 
therefore, yo^ iiaust believe the Truth, and 
that your es^peotatioa of the poasession of 
those fruits which you desire will only be 
gratified subsequent to your sincere ibelief 
in all that your God declares to you. 

Let, then, your sadness be disipelled by 

*Gal.v. 22; ur.^, 6; £ph. 1. 13, 14; Aom. viii. 
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the soft whisper of the Spirit of God, speak- 
ing in his Word. 

Believe, without hesitation, without th^ } 
opposition of your own special ideas, or of ' 
your feelings, this Word: and then draw . 
near and rejoice in the pure light of grace, 
and in the unconfined atmosphere of that 
freedom which the Truth alone imparts. — 
(John viii. 32, 36 ; James i. 25.) 

God proclaims in the Truth, that you are, { 
of your own self, sold under sin, and under ' 
the just condemnation of a broken law.*" 
You inow it'^helieve it. 

God declares to you also, that the pardon f 
of sin is according to his mercy, and good 
pleasure, a gift of grace: that can in no 
wise be merited, and which belongs, with- 
out reserve or acceptance of persons, to 
every soul to whom God seesyfit to make 
it known.f You know it — believe it. 

• Rom. ▼. IS, 16, 17; 1 Cor. vi. 9—12; 1 John 
i. 8—10 ; £ph. ii. 1 — 3 ; 1 John iii. 4 ; Rom. ii. 8, 9 ; 
Psalm ix."l7; Ezek. xviii. 4; Jer. xxxi. 30; Rom. yi. 
20—23; James i. 15 ; Gal. iii. 10, 11. 

t Isa. Iii. 3 ; It. 1 ; Hos.ziy. 4; John x. 28; XTii. 2^; 
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. God moreover tells you, that this free gift, 
this gracey is in his Son, whom he has sent 
from His bosom, whom He has made flesh, 
and by whose death and resurrection He has 
for ever redeemed and saved his elect, his 
church,* You know it — believe it* 

God again declares, that it is Himself, ' ) 
God alone, who by his Word — by his Spirit, '■ | 
reveals and gives his Son to that soul, whom 
He has willed to save in Jesus — that hence, 
therefore, every soul that finds in itself 
the Lord J^sus ; that is to say, that knows 
Him, that calls upon Him, that worships Him 
as the only Son, the Anointed of the Father, 
and believes in his heart that God hath 
raised Him from the dead, is assured that 

Rom. V. 15 — ^19; vi. 23; 1 John v. 11; Apoc. 
xxii. 17; Roip. iii. 20; iv. 4, 6, 16 ; ix. 31, 32 ; x. 3; 
xi. 5, 6; £ph. ii. 8, 9; 2 Tim. i. 9; Tit. iii. 5, 6; 
Psalm XXV. 1 1 ; ctI. 8 ; Isa. xxxvii. 35 ; xliii. 25 ; 
xlviii. 9, 11 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 22 ; 1 John ii. 12. 

• 1 Tim. i. 15; 1 John v^ 11, 12; Rom. i. 2, 4; 
Isa, liii. 6, 1 1, 12 ; 2 Cor. v. 21 ; Heb. ix, 28 ; 1 PeL 
ii, 24; John xvii. 4; 1 John i. 7; Isa. i. 18; Heb. 
viii. 12 ; x. 17 ; Col. ii« 13 ; Apoc« v. 9, 10« 
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this faith in the Son and Christ of God/ 
comes from God Himself.* You know it — 
well then, believe it. 

lu short, God tells you, and in this is the 
precious, the triumphant promise, that who^ 
soever has received of Him this heart-faith 
in the Lord Jesus, the Son of God, the 
Christ, has henceforth, and for ever pos- 
sesses that justification of his soul, that 
peace perfected with God, the gift and ' 
assurance of life-eternal, and the fulness of 
that light, that holiness, that happiness and 
glory which is in Christ Jesus. f You know, 
it — well, believe it. I 

Yes, my child ; BELIEVE WHAT GoD 
SAYS. Honour the Testimony, the Declara- 

* John i. 12, 13; iii. 5, 8; James i. 18; 1 Pet. i. 
3, 23 ; Matt. xvi. 16 ; Gal. i. 15, 16 ; John xi. 26, 27 ; 
Acts xvi. 14 ; 1 Cor. xii. 3 ; Rom. ix. 16 ; x. 13—21 ; 
£ph. ii 8. 

t Rom. ?. 1, 2, 9—11; John iii. 15, 16, 36; vi. 
40,47; xi. 25,26; Rom. iii. 22; iv. 5; Acts x. 43; 
xiii. 48; 1 John v. 10 — 13 ; 2 Cor. i. 21, 22 ; Eph. 
i. 11—14 ; Col. i. 12, 14 ; 1 Pet. i. 3—9 ; ii. 9, 10, 25 ; 
1 John iii. 2, 14, 19, 24 ; v. 13, 19, 20. 
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tioDy the Promises which proceed from his 
lips; account it not too much to place the 
same confidence in God which you show to 
your mother, when one word from her lips is 
satisfactory to your mind of the result : for 
it is enough that your mother should say 
tb you, ** Thus and thus it is/' that you 
would at once, and without any hesitation, 
no longer give place to uncertainty and 
doubt, but receive the declaration she con- 
veyed, notwithstanding you saw not imme- 
diately the purpose in view, nor as yet 
were participating in the pleasure that was 
to result. 

I repeat then to you, and call upon you to 
commence with this. Believe God upon the 
authority of his Word. This is the grand 
foundation ; it is the root — the source — the 
commencement — the door into— the origin 
— the very first life-principle of all peace, 
of all comfort to the soul, of all assurance 
before God, and then, of all real and heart- 
obedience to the commandments of the 
Lord. 

Before it is possible to run the way of the 
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commandments of God, wq must be enabled 
to draw near with a true heart, in full as- 
surance of faith (Heb. x. 14 — ^23; Psalm 
Qxix. 32.) ; and again, the heart cannot be 
enlarged, or set at liberty, but under the 
certainty that God hath given a full pardon 
in Jesus Christ, his Son, and has opened 
up, and continually exhibits from the same 
unchangeable love, the most perfect free- 
dom of access to the throne of everlasting, 
mercy. 

I mean to say, my child, that until our 
hearts enjoy this assurance, there is neither 
peace, nor joy, nor pleasure for us in the 
thoughts of God: and, consequently, no 
activity, cordiality, courage, and patient obe- 
dience in the things we desire to do ; for till 
then, that is to say, till the soul has given t 
glory to the truth of God in a sincere belief; 
of the promise of God, the sweet fruits of. 
this spirit of consolation is to it unknown. ; 

Again, then, I say, brlieve : yes — be- 
lieve, without fear, without reserve. Are 
you well satisfied in your mind, and con- 
science, that, rejecting all self-justification 
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before the law of God, you believe in the Lord 
Jesus : that you fall at his feet in faith — ^be- 
lieve also what he declares to you on behalf 
of his Father, that whosoever believeth on 
Him hath everlasting life (John xvii. 2, 
6 — 8; vi. 47.); and under this sure word, 
which is for ever secure as the promise and 
oath of God, (JSeh. vi. 17 — 20,) know and 
lay hold of the assistance you sought, the 
comfort after which you longed, the peace, 
the joy, and the liberty that you see em- 
braced by your elder sister, and of which 
she was ignorant, till, in a sincere depen- 
dence upon what God says, she laid hold 
for her soul upon the promise, and received 
the seal of the Spirit of Adoption. 

It is thus, my dear child, that your sor- 
rows, your wearisome complaints should be 
brought to an end : it is by the power of the 
Word of God, received into the heart by 
faith. Observe, also, that, throughout my 
long letter, I have but said this, which 
I again repeat, namely, "The Lord speaketh ; 
" — hear ye Him ; the Son of Righteousness 
" is shining — come within the range of its 
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'' light; the Lord God declareth HisTesti- 
" mony— receive it ; God brings before yon 
** His promise in Christ Jesus— believe, and 
"lay hold of it." 

Complain then no more, and be occupied 
no longer in lamenting as if you were for- 
gotten of God, or as if '' the way into the 
'' Holiest of all was not yet made manifest," 
{Heb. ix. 8.) ; but rather rejoice, and that 
greatly, both because you are no Icmger as 
you once were, indifferent, as also because 
of that light with which you are already 
blessed, and believing in the Light, walk 
and rejoice in the Light.* 

This, then, my child, is what I have to 
write to you. You know that one may 
plant, and another may water, but it is God 
that must give the increase, (1 Cor. iii. 7 ;) 
it is, therefore, to God, and to the word of 
his grace, that I commend you, (Acts xx. 32;) 
but to the Word as tnuch as to the Grace— 
for the grace of our Lord, made effectual by 
the Spirit, is revealed and works by the 

* John iii. 19; viii. 12; ix. 5; xii. 35,3^, 46. 
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Word; and it is this Word which I have 
just declared to you. It is to it that I 
exhort — that I conjure you to have re- 
course. 

Do this, then, I entreat of you ; follow the 
example of the jaoble Bereans, (Acts xvii. 11 .) 
Search, and prove with care and patience, 
and perseverance, from the Holy Scriptures, 
all that I have in this letter advanced, and 
be satisfied for yourself of the truth of what 
I have here set before you. You will thus 
receive the views developed with greater 
satisfaction, for the enlightening of your 
mind, and the comfort of your soul, more im- 
mediately from the source itself; while their 
own weight and power will be more apparent, 
unmixed with the weakness, and perhaps the 
error, with which all that man undertakes 
will necessarily be accompanied. 

Be not careless and indifferent in the work; 
on the contrary, take the trouble of copying 
all the texts, and whatever others may occur 
to you as parallel, and arranging them ac* 
cording as the Truth shall unfold itself to 
your soul, give up voluntarily and honsetly 



104 GOSPEL SEEDS. 






1 



every desire and wish to the influence which 
they will exercise.* 

May God himself, who makes use of the 
feeblest instruments for the accomplishing of \ 

all his powerful designs of love and mercy, 
be with you in the reading of this letter, and 
in the labour I advise ; and may the Holy 
Spirit, who, in the beginning, brooded over 
the yet confused chaos, and shewed out on 
it His Mighty Power, manifest Himself with 
power upon your heart, and, by the light of 
the Gospel, enlighten you in the knowledge 
of the glory of God, in the face of Jesus 
Christ.f 

With this prayer, which I address to the 
Father of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
I finish the communication you desired to 
have with 

Your sincere Friend. 

• James i. 21; Col. iii. 8 ; 1 Pet. ii. 1 ; Eph. iv. 22, 
25, 31 ; Heb. xii. 1; James v. 9. 

t 2Cor. iv.O; 2 Pet. i. 19; IJohni. 5; Heb.i. 3; 
Acts vii. 56; Apoc. i. 12, 15; Psalm xxvii. 1. 
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ART. v.* 

THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SAINTS.f 

Reader ! what can I say to excite your 
interest, and induce you to peruse with at- 
tention the following pages ? If their title 
promised the easy acquisition of earthly riches, 
or referred to the discovery and pursuit of 

* I am indebted to another Lady for this Translation. 

t The Author of these views desires to announce, that 
to the utmost extent of his power, he would withdraw 
the two first Editions which he published of this work, 
on account of the error tohich they exhibit upon the doc* 
trine qf the Appropriation nf Salvation. The Author in 
them taught, that faith coMtsts in believing that one is 
saved ; and thus, to believe in Jesus Christ is, to believe, 
that " Ae is my Samour." Whilst the Holy Scriptures 
call upon the sinner to believe, that Jesus Christ, is the 
Son of God, the Saviour, and then to rest with confi- 
dence on thb Promise, " He that beheveth that Jestu is 
the Son qf God^ the Christ, hath everlasting Itfe." Faith 
then connsts in believing, what God says, not what one 
persuades oneself to exist, ** (a croire ce que Dieu dit, 
et non pas, ce que ^on se persuade*) See Gospel Seedsy 
Art lU 
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some worldly pleasure or gratificatioD, I am 
aware that the majority of mankind would 
require no other recommendation. But it is 
of Heaven, and of its invisible possessions, 
that I am about to speak to you. It is of 
those treasures which neither moth nor rust 
can consume; and which thieves cannot break 
through nor steal. It is of those glories and 
delights which are at the right hand of the 
Most High : it is concerning salvation and 
its joys : and, alas I this is a subject too ge- 
nerally despised, too universally neglected! 

Yet, whatever be the received opinion of ' 
the world, I must assure you that this is the ; 
knowledge which it most concerns you to 
possess; and the attainment of which will ' 
procure you the purest satisfaction, and the . 
truest happiness. 

In fact, what subject can be of equal im- ' 
portance to you with the Salvation of your 
soul ; and what peace, what happiness, can 
bear a moment's comparison with that which 
God himself calls perfect, and which the. 
world cannot take away ? 

I am about, then, to converse with you 
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upon Eternal Salvation, and its transcendant 
joys; and I would affectionately in treat you 
to listen to all that I have to say, and to re-^ 
ceive my words without distrust or prejudice, 
since they relate to the Grace, and the Peace 
of God. 

May I not hope that you will be disposed 
to consider seriously the Truths I am going 
to set before you, since pothing here below 
ought to interest you so deeply as the certain 
knowledge of what will be your state of ex- 
istence hereafter? 

Perhaps you are at this time enjoying 
yourself upon earth, in the possession of those 
advantages which render this life honourable 
or happy, in a worldly point of view ; for 
instance, you may be taking complacency in 
your youth and strength, your bodily vigour, 
mental cheerfulness, agreeable exterior, and 
various talents and accomplishments : or you 
may be delighting in the pursuit of laudable 
^nd useful undertakings, in the occupation 
of .some post of dignity ; in the discharge of 
some high office ; in the study of the arts, 
or the investigation of science ; and in the 
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distinguished reputation which your attain- 
ments have procured you. Again, you may 
be finding repose and enjoyment in the pos- 
session of hereditary or acquired wealth, and 
in the quiet superintendence of your estates, 
and of your domestic concerns. In a word, 
as an inhabitant of this world, you may pos- 
sibly be surrounded by all the luxuries, com- 
forts, and gratifications, which earth can 
afibrd, and each day you may have cause to 
say, This is a pleasant place ; let us build 
here our tabernacles, and dwell at ease. But 
let me ask the question, Do these things form 
the boundary of all your desires, all your 
hopes? Do you find in them perfect satis- 
faction? and do ^Aey thoroughly satiate every 
wish of your heart ? 

If the pleasures of youth, or the reputation 
of maturer age, or the repose of declining 
years, are severally yielding you those ad- 
vantages which respectively belong to these 
periods of existence, can you, nevertheless, 
say with confidence, *' J have all that my 
*' soul desires: there is nothing good or enfoy- 
" able which I do not possess. Every aim and 
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** object of my being is attained?'^ Can you 
speak thus? Or rather, do you not daily find! 
a sense of weariness anddissatisfaction,whichl 
resembles the feeling of the monarch, who 
having conquered all the known nations of 
the world, and inscribed his name above the 
list of vanquished kings, exclaimed, from the 
summit of power and grandear. Is this all! 

Ah reader ! A vase of immense dimensions 
cannot be filled by a few drops of water ! 
The pigmy possessions, and vain enjoyments 
contained vothin the circumference of our 
planet, can never fill the boundary of desire, 
which soars beyond all that is created. They 
can never appease those cravings of the soul, 
which surpass all that nature contains, and 
all that our eyes behold, and which penetrate 
the very recesses of Heaven itself. 

No, never can infinity be satisfied with 
that which is finite. When, in the balance 
of Reality, we have placed on one side created 
things, and all the possessions, pleasures, 
enjoyments, happiness, repose, and satisfac- 
tion which they can yield ; let but one single 
desire of the soul fall into the opposite scale, 
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and at once this heap of riches and delights 
will be found lighter than vanity, and will 
be esteemed as nothing. 

And this is only a primary evil ; for if, 
jvnidst all this apparent enjoyment and tran* 
quillity, there is experienced a single feeling 
of uneasiness as to futurity : — if in the full 
sunshine of pleasure and gaiety, in the centre 
of abundance and prosperity, while every- 
thing that earth can bestow seems to be firmly 
grasped ; one secret doubt or uncertainty is 
entertained as to the reality of these riches, 
as to the prosperous issue of these enjoy- 
ments, or as to the final result of these 
earthly projects, it will suflice to turn their 
sweetness into gall ; an oppressive weight of 
lassitude, weariness, and disgust, will attend 
them ; and a secret murmur of fear, or a cry 
of alarm, will mingle with the gay melodies 
of external mirth and festivity. 

Every heart of man knows this : nothing 
else is requisite to outweigh the world and 
all its possessions; to prove how fallacious 
are all its promises of happiness ; how deceit- 
ful are its ofiers of peace; how soon tar-^ 
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nished are its brightest hopes. The Word 
of Truth tells us, that one dead fly will spoil 
the sweetest perfume ; and one anxiety of 
conscience, which finds entrance into the 
most exquisitely prepared oil of voluptuous- 
ness and grandeur, will infect the whole. 
At the moment when the individual, who has 
been spending his life in the pursuit of these 
enjoyments, has reached the summit of his 
ambition, and is congratulating himself on 
reposing at last beneath the cool shade of 
earthly satisfaction ; let but one thought of the 
Omnipresence of God, of future judgment, 
and of eternity, cross his mind, and at once 
his tree of happiness is dried at the roots^ 
its stem bends and is shattered, and the 
broken and withered boughs crush beneath 
their weight the insensate worldling, who 
delighted in their fruit. 

Oh, how important is it then for every 
child of man, whatever be his age or situation 
in life, to know and to possess joys, riches, 
and pleasures, of which nothing can deprive 
him! How desirable for the youth to be able 
to feel, love, and enjoy satisfying good ; for 
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the man of riper years to acquire and possess , 
solid riches ; for the aged to taste repose^ 
without regrets as to the past, or apprehen-* 
sion for the future! How necessary for the 
mortal who is advancing in his short career 
of life, to pursue his course with the certainty 
that he is not losing his way ; that no danger 
threatens him ; that his path is made plain 
before him ; and that ere long it will end 
without any obstacles, in the realms of un- 
utterable felicity ! 

Reader ! Do not these things concern you ? 
It is surely desirable that you should journey 
thus through life. ^ Your heart assuredly 
needs this true and permanent happiness, 
which never can deceive. And you must 
feel convinced, that your soul cannot advance 
in peace towards eternity, except it beholds 
therein neither condemnation nor misery. 

The reflections you have been reading are, 
therefore, personally and individually ad- 
dressed to yourself; and it is to you, also, 
that the comforting Truth of God, the Gos- 
pel of His Grace, Love, and Peace, is about 
faithfully to indicate and unfold the Heavenly 
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Wai/i in which all pleasures are pure, all | 
projects virtuous, all riches durable, every ■ 
hope is solid, and repose is unmingled with 
alarm. 

This Way, this royal road to Heaven, is i 
the glad tidings of your salvation, of the com- | 
plete pardon of all your sins, of the gift of*' 
eternal life and heavenly glory, of the love 
and tender compassion of God towards you, 
bf the assurance of your entrance into the 
presence of your Creator, and your ever^ 
lasting abode with Him in light and joy un- 
speakable. 

Listen, then, O pilgrim and sojourner here 
below ! Listen with attention to the Guide 
who approaches you, in order to point out 
this sacred way, and to confirm your steps 
within it. Do not distrust his intentions, 
or his advice. You perceive that the object 
he has in view is your true peace ; and all 
his counsels will be drawn from the infallible 
Itinerary, the Book of God ; which is The 
Truth, and cannot err. 

Give me, therefore, your attention, and 
let your heart, at the same time, be inclined 
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towards instructions^ while the Lord^ who i 
bestows them, may be pleased so to accom- 
pany them with His blessing, that they may !• 
become to you a message of Life, of con- 
solation, and of never-ending happiness. 



I. No man can ever see God, who is not 
righteous, as God is righteous, 

I have already told you. Reader ! that you 
cannot advance in peace in your journey 
through this world, or see eternity approach 
without terror, except you behold in the 
future neither condemnation nor misery ; and 
you are well aware that I have spoken the 
Truth. 

Your conscience fully knows that this 
peace can never dwell in the heart, where 
there is a conviction of guilt ; and she loudly . 
tells you that Death is full of terror, and 
Eternity presents only a prospect of hope 
less depair to ihe miserable mortal who ■ 
enters it with the accumulated load of his 
transgressions. 

And supposing conscience did not speak 
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thus; if she were silenced by long-indulged ! 
habits of sin and unbelief, of carnal stupor 
and insensibility ; the Word of God, which 
cannot be silenced, unequivocally declares, ; 
that death and destruction are the wages of < 
siny which is the trangression of the law of 
God; that the sinners cannot enter the as- 
sembly of the upright ; that every worker of 
iniquity will be accursed of God; and that 
darkness and impurity can never find ad- 
mittance into the kingdom of light and of 
holiness. 

Therefore, Reader, since you are a sinner, 
(for there is no man who sinneth not, J you < 
are under the just sentence of the Law of 
God ; and if sin be not entirely taken away 
from your soul, that soul cannot see God, will 
not enter Heaven, will not he saved from the 
wrath to come. 

And here observe, that an approximation 
to holiness and uprightness is not sufficient; 
it is a spotless holiness which is required, 
a perfect righteousness, like that of God 
himself. 

I am not going too far, I am not deceived. 
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or using too strong language^ when I declare 
to you that you can never see God^ except 
you have a Righteousness, equal in perfection 
to His Own. It is even so ; for God, who 
knows what is truth, has affirmed it. 

However, such is certainly not the opinion 
of mankind at large. They have no idea 
that they must be just and holy as God is, 
in order to enter his presence. The ordinary 
supposition among the various classes of so^ 
ciety, is, that human probity, integrity, vir- 
tuous conduct, and external decency, is all 
that God requires of men, and that nothing 
more is needful to open the gates of the sanc- 
tuary, and obtain the glory of Heaven. 

But the Word of God contradicts the 
opinion of the world. And what are man's 
imaginations, when God pronounces them 
false? How can they give confidence and 
support to your soul, and of what avail will 
it be to you to say, '* Since I am upright 
before men, I must therefore be righteous in 
the sight of God r 

Oh, do not be deceived; do not suffer 
yourself to be blinded by an illusion, which. 
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however flattering it may be^ is, after all, but 
an illusion, an imagination of your own mind ; 
which will vanish as soon as you and your 
works are examined in the light of Heaven, 
and the voice of Truth pronounces the de- 
cisions of the Most High. 

Now, this voice declares, ** God is Lights 
and in Him is no darkness at all. There is 
no concord, no agreement between light and 
darkness. If any man saith that he hath 
fellowship with God, and walketh in dark- 
ness, he is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him" 

Reader ! what can you bring forward in 
opposition to this? Your own ideas? But 
they are only your ideas ; and these are the 
words of God, therefore they must contain 
the truth, the real fact. You may say, 
perhaps, *' It is impossible : these expres- 
sions cannot bear a literal meaning: man 
is not God, and therefore how can he be 
holy and just as God is?" But the same 
word will return but this one answer to 
all your thoughts and suppositions: Thus 
hath God spoken; so that unless you 
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say with the ungodly, ** Who is the Lord ; 
and what is his Word?" you must come 
to this final conclusion, that what God 
hath spoken, is Truth, and that your own 
imaginations are folly ; and, therefore, since 
God has said it, this Righteousness mtist be 
yours, in order that you may have peace 
here upon earth, and that you may con- 
template eternity without terror. 



IL God alone can bestow His Own 
Righteotisness on man. 

Perhaps you will here exclaim, ** What ! 
must I be Righteous as God is? Shall a 
miserable worm of the dust, an ignorant, 
feeble, sinful, and corrupt creature ; shall a 
child of man so change, improve, and 
perfect himself by his own efforts, that 
he shall attain the holiness of the Most 
High, and at length stand before God, 
righteous and pure as God is himself?" 

No, Reader, assuredly not. No created 
being, and above all, man who is horn as a 
wild ass^s colt, and who drinks in iniquity 
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Kke water, can change, and improve, and per- 
fect himself, so as to present himself before 
the Lord God, and presume that he has 
rendered himself pure and holy as God is^ 
This can never be, and the very supposition 
is blasphemous. 

TF^o can bring a clean thing out of an 
unclean? Not one. And shall man, by 
nature a child of wrath, corrupt in his un- 
derstanding, will, and affections ; an enemy 
of God, filed with pride and foolishness 
plunged in the thick darkness of death, in 
which he delights, and which he prefers to 
the light, because his deed^ are evil — shall 
man, I say, thus bound by the double chain 
of ignorance of good and love of evil, bring 
forth from the evil treasure of a corrupt 
heart good dispositions, and fruits of a 
holiness which he hates ? 

The true and faithful witness declares, 
'' Make the tree good, and its fruit good, 
or else make the tree corrupt, and its fruit 
corrupt,'' 

Therefore man who is born of a woman, 
and who goes astray from his mother's womb. 
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can never become righteous and holy by his 
own efforts. Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the Leopard his spots? And you 
who are bom in sin, who have sinned from 
your infancy^ in so many different ways, 
each day and hour of your life; you who 
know not in what true righteousness con- 
sists, nor how it is to be attained — can you 
attempt to change your heart, and reform 
vour nature, to introduce a new understand- 
ing and new affections into your mind and 
heart ; and thus create within your earthly 
soul a heaven of your own invention ? 
Whence, let me ask, will you draw the 
materials for such efforts? How will your 
native barrenness supply this abundance of 
life, and from what secret and dark recesses 
of your being shall proceed this light, and 
holiness, and glory, from which you are now 
so infinitely distant ? 

By the deeds of the law, declares the 
Word of Truth, shall no flesh be justified; 
for there is no difference, for all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, 
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But what b impossible with man is pos- 
sible with God ; and therefore God himself 
when He rescues man from condemnation, 
bestows on him that Righteousness which 
alone is well pleasing in His sight, and 
through which only a sinner can stand ao- 
cepted before Him. 

Yes, reader; your Creator, the Almighty 
God, who formed you in your mother's womb, 
who sustains your being, and who, when it i^ 
His pleasure, will take away your breath : 
the Most High, in his boundless Love and 
infinite Power, bestows on a miserable sinner 
such as you and I, this Righteousness of God, 
which even here upon earth fills the soul 
that possesses it with Peace, and insures the 
enjoyment of everlasting Happiness and 
Glory. 

Oh! what a gift is this Righteousness! How 
blessed nofi; and for evermore is the 
soul which possesses jt ! 

Reader; is this gift yours ? Have you this 
Righteousness of God ? 
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III. The Righteousness of God is obtained 

by faith. 

But by whom will this Righteousness be 
attained? What mortal shall be invested 
with this royal mantle I What sinner shall 
thus present himself at the entrance of the 
heavenly sanctuary, with the certainty of 
finding a welcome reception, and a free 
admittance ? 

To this question. All the religions of 
THE WOELD r^um this unanimous answer : 
'^ Th& virtuous man who has deserved it by 
his Qievitoriotts life. The sinner who, having 
repented of his. errors, and reformed his con- 
daet, puts, a resbraint upon his passions, and 
trieKS to do better for the future.*^ 

But, THE RELIGION, THAT COMES FROM 

CrOD, that, ALONE, answers : ** The man to 
whom Ghd does not impute sin. The sinner 
whose transgression God forgives through 
JSis grace. He who having done no one righ- 
teous action to recommend himself to the 
favour of God, receives BY faith the 
S\f^ 9f ^^^ remission of his sins which are 
all forgiven in the Saviour's Love.'' 
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What a differeDce, or rather what a con- 
tradiction between these two answers ! The 
fitMtmns at the exaltation of man to heaven, 
and raises the sinner to the dignity of the 
Most High. The second assigns to man his 
proper place, yiz. it supposes him lying in a 
state of darkness and deaths until God de- 
scends to visit him, and erects the throne of 
His grace in the heart of the criminal whom 
His law had pronounced accursed. 

Thus an unhappy sinner, laden with guilt, 
and sighing after rest, knocks for relief at 
every gate of this world ; and receives this 
universal answer : ** Bring with you virtues 
and merits of your own, and we will give 
you a symbol of peace." Then passing near 
the narrow, solitary, and neglected gate of 
heaven, the threshold of which Jesus alone 
has traversed, he directs towards it a de- 
sponding look ; he utters a sigh ; and at length, 
he hears these words sounding from the dwel- 
Kng-place of the Most High : — '' Oh thou, 
who art weary and heavy laden, look unto 
Him who justijleth the ungodly: believe in 
the name of Jesus Christ — so shall thy sins 
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' he forgiven, and thy soul shall find ever- 
lasting peace. Open thine eyes and behold. 
Here is the living water of grace which 
springeth up unto life eternal. Draw near 
and drink abundantly, yea, drink freely of 
these streams of forgiveness and joy. — Thou 
hast believed: go in peace, thy sins arefor- 
given thee^ 

And the sinner who has believed, who 
has mixed faith with the words that he has 
heard, and received them into his heart, re- 
turns to his house justified. He no longer 
experiences disquietude and alarm ; he now 
thinks upon God with love and gratitude, 
with the transporting hope of beholding Him, 
and of enjoying for ever in His bosom the 
unspeakable blessedness which Jesus has 
promised. 

Then (and not before) this child of man, 
thus at peace with his Creator, and assured 
of his unchanging Love, will listen with de- 
light to the commands proceeding from the 
same mouth which has pronounced his sen- 
tence of Grace and Forgiveness, and will 
humbly submit to the yoke of Holiness im- 
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posed by the hand of a Father, while the 
Spirit of Adoption will continually unite his 
heart more closely to that of his beloved 
Redeemer. 

Faith therefore receives through grace 
the Righteousness of God, and THE Holi- 
ness, which this grace includes, reigns 
through love in the heart of the believer set 
at liberty. 

Such reader, is a brief summary of heavenly 
knowledge ; and if you wish to investigate 
it more deeply, pursue the study in the con- 
sideration of these two positions which I set 
before you : 

1. No WORKS FOR SALVATION. 

2. No SALVATION WITHOUT WORKS. 

In which, if God shall enable me, I pro- 
pose to shew you from Holy Scripture, that 
if on the one hand. Salvation is the free gift 
of GocTs mercy and grace, on the other, it is 
Holy like its Author and Giver. 

Listen then with attention ; and may the 
Truth, as it is in Jesus, guide you, through the 
teaching of the Holy Spirit, into the path of 
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present happiness, whose fotare prospects 
are crowned with glory i 
1st Position. No works for sal* 

VATION. 

Abraham, thefatherofbelievers, obtained 
saJvatian without performing any work* 

It is written, that Abrafiam believed Ood, 
and his faith was imputed to him for right- 
eousness; by which we are to understand 
that Ahraham was justified, or in other 
words, that he received the forgiveness of 
his sins, when he believed what God had 
declared and promised. 

We read further, that this justification of 
Abraham took place more than four centuries 
before the promulgation of the law of the 
ten commandments on Mount Sinai. 

Abraham therefore did not obtain the par- 
don of his sins in virtue of his obedience to 
these ten commandments. He was not pro- 
nounced righteous or justified because he 
had done what God had commanded. This 
pardon was not the reward or payment due to 
his obedience, virtue, and good works; in a 
word, it was not obtained by merit. 
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This is a primary euid ehsetitial point of 
eonsideratioDy which we mnst proceed to 
establish cleaifly from Scripture. 

Let us then suppose that we are liring in 
the time of AbrahaiUy and that we are dwel- 
ling with him in the plains of Mamre, trhere 
he has pitched his tents. 

We have already heard that the Most High 
has appeared to the Patriarchy and that the 
Creator of all things has made great and 
distinguished promises to this man^ oUr fel- 
low creature. This event has inspired us with 
lively interesti and we express our ardent 
desire to partake, if possible^ in . these rich 
blessings of our God, of which he is the fa- 
voured object. 

While we are conversing together on the 
subject, Abraham appears before us. His 
countenance is grave, but full of serenity. It 
wears an expression of deep and solemn joy, 
and the first words he utters are those of 
praise. *^ Blessed be the Most High God V* 
he exclaims, " for his compassions are infi* 
nite ! Oh how wonderful are His loving kind- 
nesses! They surpass all our thoughts or 
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conceptions !" — ^And then be proceeds to re- 
late with adoration, how God has appeared 
to him, and what promises He has made him; 
and prostrating himself to the earth, he adds, 
*' The Lord has justified me! Yes, His 
Bighteousness is imputed to me — My sins 
are forgiven.*^ 

** By what means V* we enquire immedi- 
ately. " What have you done to deserve such 
" distinguished favour at the hands of God ?" 

" Ah," he answers, " can man have any 
merit to plead before the Holy One? Can a y 
sinner, shapen in iniquity, boast of any Righ*« ' 
teousness in the presence of the Almighty? 
No ; it is the Lord who shews mercy and 
bestows grace. None is righteous but Him, 
and He alone can justify .'' 

*' But what did He require of you?" we 
ask again. " What obedience have you ren- 
'' dered Him, to obtain such a recompence V* 

" Recompence !*' exclaims the believer. 
'' How should Abraham have first given unto 
the Lord, that it might be rendered to him 
again 1 Shall the Most High derive any 
profit from his creature? How much less 
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shall He receive any thing from the hand of a 
sinner, who is but vanity ? If the Lord par- 
dons and blesses, who shall dare to say he 
has deserved it?'' 

" But after all," we ask, " how do you 
" know that such mercy has been manifested 
*^ towards you ? What is the ground of your 
'* assurance?" 

The Patriarch answers, *' Is not the Lord 
faithful and true? Is not what He hath 
spoken, everlastingly sure ? Will He not 
perform what He has promised ? What can 
be more certain than that which His oath af- 
firms ? And what can be impossible to Him 
who created the heavens and the earth V* 

lo this manner perhaps Abraham might 
have spoken ; and such language would have 
been the suitable expression of his entire 
confidence in the declaration, promise, and 
oath of God. In this assurance, there was 
not the shadow of a supposition that his own 
obedience^ merits, or worthiaesss had in any 
way procured the favour of God. He be- 
lieved God, and it was enough. Here was 
his strong consolation, and the source of all 
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his J05 and confidence. And, in fact, to be> 
lieve God is every thing ; for God is IVuth : 
he who trostB in Him, reposes on a rock ; 
and he who confides in His Tegtimonj, when 
He declare* that He forgives all iniquity 
and bestows all His Love, at once becomes 
possessed of a consolation which nothing can 
diminish or take away. 

Therefore God having ^ven this assorance 
to Abraham, " I jrutify tkee by my yrace ,■" 
Abraham was confident that it was so, be* 
cause God had declared it; and he thus 
became R^hteoua, by the free and sovereign 
act of the Lord's good pleasure. 

Such was the Rightemunesa in which diis 
man, a sinfal child of Adam, like ourselves, 
stood accepted before God. It was the 
Bi^teousness of God Himself. A perfect 
and everlasting Bighteonsoesg was bestovjed 
on him by the free Grace and abounding 
Mercy of the Almighty. A sinner, received 
fo^veness ; a fallen man, became a child of 
God ; and this, not because this creature had 
deserved such signal favoar, but because the 
Host High was pleased to confer such a gift 
upon him. 
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Every one who helieves the Promise of God, 
is JUSTIFIED, as Abraham was. 

But the possession of this Bighteousness 
was not to be limited to this single believer. 
The Scripture teaches ns^that all who wali 
in the steps of this faith of Abraham,^ be- 
lieving the Testimony and Promise of God as 
he did, are partakers of the same blessing, 
and as his spiritual descendants^ inherit with 
him the Righteousness which is of faith, and 
all the glory and blessedness God bestows 
therewith. 

A faith like that of Abraham, therefore, 
ensures to you, Reader, at the present day, 
the same abundance of grace and mercy. 
Ages have passed away, and nations have 



* Reader, you cannot peruse too attentively St. 
Paul's Epistle to the Galatians. You mW there find 
this declaration, inscribed as it were by the finger of 
God; that the sinner's justification is the gift of God's 
grace to every one who with the heart believes in Jesus. 
See also the Epistles to the Romans, and to the Ephe- 
sians. Study them, and believe them, and your soul 
will be richly blessed. 
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changed ; bat the compassions of the Ziord ' 
God are unaltered. The way of access to 
His love and favour remains eternally the 

same, and is still open. Draw near unto God : 

then, sinner i He speaks to yon of peace. - 

Ijsten and believe, that you may have Life, i 

JTie Testimony of God concerning the 
Sinner's Salvation. 

God so loved the world, that He gave His ^ 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life. 

He that helieveth on the Son hath life. ' 
God jusiifeth freely, by His Grace, all who , 
ielieve in Jesus Christ, whom God hath set 
forth from the beginning as a propitiation, 
through faith in His Blood. 

Blessed is the man unto whom God im- 
puteth not inignity. This forgiveness is not 
of works, lest any man should boast, but it 
is by faith through grace ; it is the free giji 
of God, and proceeds from nothing in the 
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This is the witness of Goil, that He hath 
given unto us eternal life, and this life is in 
His San. Hie that hath the Son hath life; ( 
and these things are declared unto those that 
believe in the Name of the Son of God, that 
they may know that they have eternal life, \ 
and that they may believe on the Name of | 
the Son of God. ^- 



This Testimony of God must be believed 

with the heart. 

This is what the Holy Scriptures declare 
and promise. 

Now Reader ; either you believe this Tes- 
timony and these Promises of God, or you do 
not believe them, but you distrust them. 

Perhaps you will tell me^ ** I do believe 
them." Whereupon let me remind you that 
to believe a thing, is not to admit its truth 
distantly considered, or in part, with certain 
reservations. To believe what God says, is, 
to receive his word fully and without hesita- 
tion into our heart, with the same simplicity 
of confidence with which we receive the tes- 
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timony of a person coDcerning whose veracity 
we have not a tingle doubt or ancertainty. 
llierefore the Scripture declares that with 
the heart manbelieveth unto Rtghteoutnest ] 
which signifies, that Faith, this beBef, 
throngh which a man receiTes and possesses 
the fiM^veness of sin, is not an opinion, a 
knowledge of the head, a knowledge trea- 
sared in the memory, a form of words, or a 
habit of infancy, the result of education, but, 
that it is a belief and conviction of the heart. 

I say then. Reader, that yon must be in 
one or the other of these two cases ; either 
you believe fully and cordially the Testimony 
and the Promise of God, as Abraham did, 
or else you doubt theii truth and stability; 
and you dare not repose confidently upoa 
them. 

If you do not believe them, that is, if yon 
do not receive them into yonr heart, yon 
commit two sins ; First, you make God a liar, 
in not receiving His TistiTuoni/ ; and next, 
yon have no care for your soul, for he who 
betieveth not, is condemned already, because 
he believeth not on the Name of the Son of 



GOSPEL SBSDS« 135 

Ood. He shall not see lAfe^ but the wruth 
of Godabideth on him. 

Bttt if you believe this Testimony and 
Promise of God, all that the Promise con* 
tains is yours. In the first place, you are 
justified, as was the beliering Abraham ; and 
next, you possess that true and eternal Life, 
which is the free gift of God to all who be- 
lieve the witness He has given of Jesus. 

You see then how indispensably important 
it is that you should inrove and eitamdne 
yourself, to ascertain clearly whether you are 
in the faith, that is, whether with the heart 
you believe in the name of the Son of God, 
and whether with the same c<mfidence you 
depend on the Promise which God has an- 
nexed to the Testimony which he has given 
of His Son. 

No fellow creature can make this exami- 
nation for you. Each individual knows what 
is in his own mind and heart, for " no man 
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit 
of a man which is in him" To justify your 
indolence in this matteri you cannot pretend 
that this research is of too difficult and ab- 
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strase a nature. The Word of God does not 
admit of this vain excuse, for it not only tells 
you that you are capable of discerning and 
knowing what is within you, but it also com- 
mands you to make this examination, and to 
beware lest in neglecting it, you are guilty 
and liable to condemnation in consequence. 



Knowledge is not Faith. 

But, I repeat ag^in, do not confound Scrip- 
tural knowledge, or Christian education and 
habits of life, with the belief of the truth ; 
with the actual presence and indwelling of 
God's Testimony in your heart. 

A man may be externally illumined by the » , 
light, and even by the splendour of Truth, 
and yet his soul may remain blind, and his 
heart darkened. (See what is declared on -- 
this subject in the 6th chapter of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews.) 

It is possible, and such instances are, alas! 
but too common. A man may have read and 
studied the Bible, he may admit its truth, 
he may acknowledge the doctrines and pre- 
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cepts which it contains, and he may profess 
the form of worship it enjoins; and never- 
theless he may be destitute of Faith, thatj 
is, he may not believe in his heart, what he 
knows so well, and maintains to others, as the 
Truth of God, I 

In such a case. Truth remains, as it were, 
on the outward surface of the soul, which 
contemplates, and even admires and extols 
its perfections, but not inwardly receiving it, 
only experiences from it an external effect, 
and is in no degree animated by the life 
which this Truth contains and imparts to 
those within whom it dwells. The soul thus 
enlightened, instructed, and trained in the 
form and letter of Truth, may be compared 
to a sick person^ who, being well acquainted 
with the remedy which would relieve his suf- 
fering, contents himself with examining its 
properties, speaking of it, and even boasting 
of its efficacy, but does not take it. How- 
ever infallible the remedy may be in itself, of 
what avail can it be to the disorder to which 
it has not been applied ? And what benefit 
can the soul derive from the Truth which 
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' she examines and contemplates at a distance, 
I but fears to leoeiye inwardly, and embrace 
for herself. 

From this false opinion which is enter- 
tained of Faith, when it is mistaken for 
cold orthodoxy, and mere specnlation of the 
understanding, proceed the numberless il- 
lusions and mistakes which exbt among 
nominal Christians as to the nature of theit 
religion, and the actual condition of their 
soul. 

Thousands of poor sinners flatter them- 
selves that they are Christiam, because 
they say they hare always believed the 
Bible, and yet they possess nothing of Faith 
but its language, or of Salvation but a 
vague, distant, and unprofitable knowledge, 
which resembles a flame painted on the 
stones of a hearth, by which some poor child 
shivering with cold is deceived. He ap- 
proaches it, but finds neither warmth nor 
relief. 

Be wise, therefore, Reader, and carefully 
examining your heart, look well whether 
Truth, such as it is represented in the Bible, 
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has taken up its abode there. See whether 
there^ within your heart, you believe with 
confidence and affection what God declares 
of ieauBt and what He promises to the Be- 
liever; and if after attention and solemn 
examination, yon find this Faith within you, 
this sincere and heartfelt reception of the 
Testimony of God, then^ and then only, re*' 
joice as Abraham did, and give thanks to 
God that this faith is imputed to you also 
for Righteousness; that is, that you jure jus- 
tified, accepted through grace, and beloved 
of God. 



The nature of the Law in opposition to 

Faith. 

'* Accepted through grace!" you exclaim, 
** and beloved of God, and this simply be* 
cause I have believed what God testifies and 
promises! And where are works? What 
becomes of sanctification, holiness, and obe*- 
dience to God's commands? Are these 
things to be excluded from Salvation, and 
is it enough to say that we believe the 
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Bible, in order to escape from condemna^ 
tion, and obtain the glory and happiness of 
Heaven V* 

No, Reader, it suffices not for Salvation, 
to say that we believe the fiible : for many 
say this, who notwithstanding continue in 
unbelief, and will perish finally. But to 
believe it in reality is enough, and this is 
the Almighty work of God, the Sovereign 
operation of God the Holy Ghost in the soul. 
And as to good works of which you speak, 
God is so far from requiring them in order 
to Salvation, that He declares the contrary, 
as we have already seen. He tells us that 
Salvation being of grace^ it is no more of 
works, otherwise grace would cease to be 
grace; that it comes not of man, but flows jjU 
from the rich and sovereign mercy of God; j /' 
that it is His free gift, not of works, lest 
any man should boast. So that this Salva- 
tion is neither a payment nor a recompence, 
but the free and sovereign gift of God, 
who justifies by His Grace the sinner that 
believes in the name of the Son of God. 

Yon perceive that these are formal and 
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explicit declarations, and if we pretend that 
man's works have any place in the matter of 
Salvation, we deny the Word of God, since 
it is impossible for language to affirm more 
clearly, that the works of a justified sinner, 
however highly he may once have esteemed 
them, have in no degree procured his par- 
don at the hands of God* 

" However," you say again, *' the Law of 
God contains injunctions and restrictions, it 
commands us to turn away from evil and to 
do good. Are not these, duties, which man 
is bound to fulfil? Does not the Law of 
God enforce these things on man, that by 
obedience he may obtain the pardon of his 
sins, and the gift of eternal life ?" 

Attend, Reader, and ponder this seriously 
in your heart. " The Law was not given to 
take away sin, but to manifest and punish 
it." ** It was added,'^ says the Scripture, 
*' because of transgressions,^* not to make 
them cease, but to point out their guilt, to 
reprove and condemn them. 

The utmost that the Law can efiect by its 
menaces and precepts, is to hinder or pre- 
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vent a bad action, bat beyond this it has no 
moral power. It cannot ensure obedience, - 
because it can inspire no love of the com- 
mandments; it can only excite terror by.' 
threatening punishment. 

Thus the Law mates nothing petfectt 
because it is a letter which kills and con- 
demns, and he who seeks justi6cation through 
obedience to its precepts, is like a person who 
desiring to cleanse his face from scnne defile- 
ment contracted, does nothing but look at 
himself attentively in a glass. The brighter 
and more polished the mirror, the more 
clearly will it reflect and manifest the im- 
purity, but it will never remove it. It is not 
in the power of the mirror to effect this. It 
tells us to wash and make ourselves cleans 
but it cannot perform thb sendee for us. 
Thus the Law warns us of the evil that 
exists; it blames and condeims it; but it 
cannot take it awaj. 

It is therefore a great error to betake our- 
selves to the Law, as to a Friend who is able 
and wilfing to free us from sin imd from its 
consequences, and to this end advises us to 
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do what is right. The Law has but one 
office : to stand in opposition to sin, and to 
smite the transgressor with death. When 
it enforces a duty, woe unto him who does 
not obey, for the Law will punish him with- 
out mercy ! If the duty enjoined is not 
fulfilled to the utmost extent prescribed, the 
Law will not yield, or abate any thing of its 
requirements. It is rigid and inflexible"; and 
for this reason; because it is Truth and 
Holiness; and neither Truth nor Holiness can 
renounce themselves. 

A man must therefore have constantly 
persevered in the performance of all that the 
Law enjoins, in order to have nothing to 
fear from the curse which it pronounces 
against every transgression. If he has never 
sinned, the law can lay nothing to his charge, 
and can inflict on him no punishment. But 
if he has transgressed but in one point only, 
let him beware how he flies for refuge to the 
Law, crying, " Save meT for he will receive 
no answer but this, *' Cursed he sin, and the 
sinner! Thouhiist disobeyed Ood. Thou 
must die the dtaih P* 



146 GOSPEL SEEDS: 

Hon which the Lord pronounces ctgainat 
sin ; and to shew you that if you desire t6 
escape from this fallen and ruined condition, 
you must flee beyond the reach of its at- 
tacks, and take refuge in the Grace of that 
God, whose Promise sounds from HeaVen, 
and whose voice invites you in gentle, yet 
powerful accents, to listen and believe. 

Such is the oflSce of the Law, and to make 
the subject more familiar to your compre- 
hension, I will illustrate it by a comparison. 

I will suppose that I am addressing some 
children who appear desirous of possessing 
some Bibles which I am disposed not to sell, 
but to give away freely ; and I say to them, 
" I will readily bestchv one of these Bibles 
on each of you who will come to my house 
on such a day, and at such an hour." My 
promise is made; it is free and gratuitotts; 
and I have thereby shewn my goodwill to- 
wards them. I bestow these Bibles, because 
it is my pleasure; they are a benefit, a proof 
of favour, a gift which I am willing to con* 
fer upon them. My promise is perfectly 
heard and understood by all the children. 
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hat ail do not receive it in the same manner. 
Some do sot believe it. ** It is not possible,*' 
they say, '' We wiU not go;" others believe 
my assaranoe exactly as I expressed it, and 
they accordingly determine to come at the 
time appointed. 

Bnt amongst these latter, there are some, 
however, who imagine the gift to be con- 
diiumaly viz. that my promise supposes the 
existence of merit in those to whom it was 
addressed ; in short, that after all my gift is 
only a reward, and they flatter themselves 
that they shall receive it in consideration of 
their exemplary conduct and their good dis- 
positions. 

I perceive this presumptuous mistake ; and 
to convict them of it, and at the same time 
to correct it, at the appointed day I place the 
following notice on my door, to be read by 
all who enter : *' In order to deserve the 
Bible which yon come here to receive, you 
must have loved no one yfut me during eight ^^ tx t 

The children arrive. Those who have 
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only considered my kind inclination ex- 
pressed in my promise^ say» after readings 
these words, '* But the Bible is a gift, how 
then . can it be deserved ?" and tbey enter 
without hesitation. But those who imagined 
that they had a claim on my favour, con- 
vinced by my *' dictum'' that they have not 
fulfilled its requirements, are discouraged, 
and they dare not enter the door, until a 
friend passing by explains to them *' that 
this notice which alarms them cannot aflTect 
my promise; that it was only placed there to 
shew them their mistake, and that all that 
they have to do, is. to give up every preten- 
sion to merit or worthiness, and present 
themselves boldly, trusting implicitly to the 
promise which was made to them, and which 
will be found true by all who believe it." The 
children are convinced of their pride, and of 
the error into which it had led them ; they 
renounce it ; and entering the house, depend* 
ing on my promise alone, they receive all 
that I engaged to bestow. 
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77ie Promise is independent of the Law. 

Apply this short recital to the Law and to 
Grace. From the beginning God has pro-] f 
claimed the promise of free forgiveness to I 
the sinner. He has said. Whoso believes the 1 
testimony of my graces is the object of that 
grace. This Promise has been confirmed 
and ratified by the oath of God, and it 
remains unchangeably the same in every 
age. 

What is the result ? It is this. Who- ' . 
ever on the declaration of God believes this t^ 
Promise, receives its fulfilment, and pos- ]| 
sesses the blessing it conveys ; while, on the ' ' 
other hand, whoever imagines that this Pro- 
mise is not absolutely and strictly true, but 
that it requires or supposes a certain con- 
dition of merit or worthiness in the sinner, is 
at once arraigned and convicted by the Law, 
which formally and irrevocably declares that 
he only deserves the blessings of the Pro- 
mise, who from his birth has loved God with 
all his heart, soul, mind^ and strength, and 
his neighbour as himself 
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Observe here, Reader, that this sentence 
of the Law, however strict and inviolable, 
does not interfere with the Promise, which 
remains distinct, and unfettered by any con- 
dition whatsoever. 

What the Promise declares, it declares 
without variation at all times, and the Law 
which is brought in because of transgress 
sions, to manifest and condemn sin, and alsa 
to shew that the grace of which the Promise 
speaks, is in fact Grace, and in no wise a 
payment or reward ; this Law does not affect 
the Promise, which is always the same, and 
ceases not to be proclaimed in the same 
terms, and with the same reality and trath. 

The Promise is thus an highway, always 
open and always free ; but close to its en- 
trance is another passage, guarded by a 
thousand naked swords, into the niidst of 
which those who will have nothing to do 
with this safe, and straight, and level path, 
must be precipitated. God says. Whoso be- 
lieves my Testimony has life: here is the 
way, it is open, it is free: enter and. live. 
No, answers the unbelieving sinner, I will 
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not pass that way. '* Then enter here/' ex- 
claims the LaWy and, pronouncing these 
fearful words, drags the rebel through its 
thousand blculesy where he perishes, and 
justly. 



The Promise was antecedent to the Law. 

The Promise of Grace existed before the 
Iiaw, and thus it was by faith in this Pro- 
mise that an Abel, a Noah, and an Abraham 
were justified. They believed the Testimony, 
of God, and their faith was imputed to 
them for righteoustiess. 

The Law was given four hundred and 
thirty years after the time of Abraham. It 
threatened with the curse of everlasting 
death every one who should not have obeyed 
its precepts, but, it did not contradict the 
Promise, neither did it in any way diminish 
its power. It spoke thus, '* He who desires 
to be justified through me, must perform all 
thatl command, for all who disobey my pre- 
cepts shall perish everlastingly ;" but at the 
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same time it declared that it was distinct 
from the Promise, which was eternal, and 
which pardoned through Grace those whom 
the Law had in justice acci^rsed. 

Thus, it is writ ten f Reader; yes, the Lord 
Himself tells us, that the man who seeks justi- 
fication by the Law, must have fulfilled all 
its requirements. If he has transgressed 
but in one pointy he must perish. And^ 
therefore^ since all have sinned, and are con^ 
sequently condemned by the LaWy Salvation 
is not by the works of the Law^ but by 
the faith of Jesus Christ, according to the 
Promise of God, who justifies freely the \ 
sinner who believes His Testimony and ; 
Promise. 

Thus speaks the word of God ; from whence 
you may infer, that if you pretend to deserve 
the pardon of your sins, viz. if you seek to 
obtain it by your good works, your obedience 
and devotion, your charities, your repentance, 
or your austerities, you will never succeed ; 
on the contrary, your life will be spent in 
fruitless toil, and the Law will constantly 
remind you, that after all your eflTorts, you 
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are still a. sinner, and as such under con- 
demnation. 

But yoa may also conclude n^ith equal;* 
truth, that if renouncing all hope of justifi- ' 
cation through the Law, and fleeing for; 
refuge to the Grace of God, you believe," 
the promise of free forgiveness which He ; 
proclaims, you at once receiye the remission! j ^j 
of all your sins, and you are arrayed in the 
perfect Righteousness of God, which consti- 
tutes you blessed for eternity. 

Consider then what is your purpose and 
determination. Are you resolved still to 
boast proudly of your virtues, your honour- 
able character, your upright conduct, your 
distinguished reputation, or even your polite- 
ness and refinement of manners? Is all this 
to be pleaded as your title to the favour of 
God ? If so, give up all thought of Salva- 
tion ; for it is absolutely refused to you by 
the Law, which tells you that notwithstand- 
ing all these brilliant qualities, you are still 
defiled by sin, and that in this condition, you 
can never see Li/e^ but the wrath of Ood 
abideth on you. 

H 3 
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On the contrary, having nnderstood and 
believed that Salvation is a Gift of Divine 
Mercy, are yon hnmbled before the Law of 
God, confessing that you are thereby con- 
demned ; and do you believe (ynth all sim- 
plicity, as a little child believes a promise,) 
the Testimony and Promise of Ood ? In this 
case, rejoice in the Assurance of Forgiveness 
which God makes to you, for he Justifies all 
who believe, not imputing their iniquity 
unto them. 



Terms, extent^ and authority of the Promise* 

But what is this Promise, which conveys 
blessings so desirable and important ? 

You are already acquainted with it. 
Reader, unless you have never heard of 
the Lord Jesns Christ, and of the Testimony 
which God has given of Him. 

It is this, in the most precise and simple 
terms: " God so loved the world, that He V:[ 
gave his only begotten Son, that vjhoso' I • 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, | 
but have everlasting Life. 
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Thus God speaks^ and these words. 
Reader^ he addresses to pou. 

Yes; to yoa who have heard this gracious ) 
message, it conveys the positive assurance ' 
that believing in the Son of Gody you shall 
not be condemned, hut you shall enjoy the 
blessedness of Heaven. This is what God 
declares to you, for this good news is ad- 
dressed to every creature which is under 
Heaven, and has ears to hear; and you have 
no right to say that it does not concern you ; 
for at the moment that you are reading the 
message of God's grace, or hearing it pro- 
claimed, God commands you to believe it, 
because it is His Testimony^ and therefore the 
Truth. 

Thus Salvation is set before you as your 
certain possession, if you believe on the Son 
of God. There is nothing ambiguous or 1 
equivocal in the method of expression which ^ 
conveys this assurance. Whoev&r believes -. 
in the Son of Ood is justifiedj his sins are 
forgiven, and even now he possesses eternal 
lAfe. It is impossible for language to 
be more explicit, or to convey to you in 

H 4 
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more express terms, tbe'certaintj^, that you^ ^ 
Reader, have everlasting Lifsj if you be- I 
lieve in the Son of God. } 

Should any doubt here arise in your mind, 
aind should you say : '* Is it enough then to 
believe in Jesus Christ, to obtain the eternal 
salvation of my soulf* God answers you in 
His Word, *' He that believeth not God hath 
made Him a liar, because he believeth not 
the record which God gave of His Son.** 

Do not then spend your strength in con- f \ 
tending with the Promise, but rather listen > 
to it with reverence, and believe sincerely 
what God testifies. If you are sure t^t 
God has spoken the words that you have i ^ 
just heard, (and you may find them in his ^ \ 
Holy Book,) you have but one thing to do, — f / • ; 
to believe them heartily, and repose in them '« 
all your confidence. - • •- 

As to the possibility of the thing promised, t ' r 
this does not concern you; it rests with Him ; 
who has made the Promise. Let it sufiSce • , 
you to ktiow that God has said it, and tp 
believe that He is Almighty, as well as 
Faithful. When Abraham heard the Promise : 
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addressed to him, he gave glory to the words 
that proceeded from the mouth of the Living 
and True God; he had no doubt or distrust; 
he did not ask, " How can this be?'« but he • 
believed that^He who had said ** T will do 
it," was mighty to fulfil His Word; and ^i 
without pausing to consider the apparent im- 
possibility of his becoming a father, and the 
father of a nation, he was assured that the 
Lord would perform what he had promised, 
and rejoicing by anticipation in the blessing 
announced, he laid hold of it, so to speak, as 
it fell from the lips of everlasting Truth. 

Reader ! imitate this Faith. Believe what 
God says, and beware how you entertain any 
doubt of His veracity ; or think you have 
any thing else to do, but to confide implicitly 
in His Promise. He tells you: '^ He that l^'] 
believeth on the Son^ hath life :" — believe \. 
therefore on the Son, and having believed on \' . 
His Name, doubt not, but be assured, that ^ 
YOU have life, '* 






4 



158 GOSPEL SEEDS. 

The Promise is rejected by an unbelieving 

world. 

Such is, and ever was, the Salvation of 
God. From the beginning of the world unto 
this present day, it has always been the same, 
and it will remain unchanged until the latest 
age. A Salvation, bestowed freely, and not 
given in exchange for man's good works and 
dispositions. And thus, the man who is " ig- 
norant of God's righteousness," who knows 
not the free pardon which God bestows on 
the believer, and who seeks to justify himself 
by his own merits and virtues, resembles a 
madman who is continually digging deeper 
into a pit, with the hope of filling it at length 
by this means ; for this poor sinner is every 
day adding sin to sin, and the weight of his 
transgressions is augmented in proportion to 
his increased knowledge of the Law of God. 

Never will such a man become righteous 
in his own person, and how much less will 
he attain to the righteousness of Gt)d, which 
is His gift, by faith and not of works ! Never 
then, can he possess the peace of God, for 
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' this peace flows from the pardon of sin, which 
pardon belongs to the believer alone. 

This is precisely what the world rejects 
and denies. This gift of eternal life is a 
stumbling block to some, and is despised 
by others. A Salvation, bestowed by free 
grace, in Jesns the Saviour, who was loaded 
with ignominy and reproach; a Redeemer 
who suffered an accursed death between two 
malefactors ; alas ! such a Salvation only ex- 
cites the contempt of those who are well sa- 
tisfied with themselves, and are only seeking 
the applause and admiration of their fellow- 
creatures. They cannot consent to renounce 
their claim to this fame and reputation ; they 
cannot endure the thought of receiving par- 
don in the Name of One who was crucified^ 
and without any regard to their own merits ; 
it appears to them humiliating and odious. 

And as for those who are engaged in the 
pursuit of earthly wisdom, the philosophers, 
moralists, and wits, who boast of their eleva- 
tion of thought, and penetration of intellect, 
and who speculate with self-complacency on 
the discoveries of their genius, their scientific 
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attainmentSy and the purity of their ideas : 
to such characters, this Salvation of 6od» 
this Righteousness of God, this Grace of 
God appears only folly, a mere fable worthy 
of ridicule and contempt. — " Salvation ! Par» 
don !'' exclaims one of these wise men of the 
world ; ** Of what crime then am I accused'? 
Let the vulgar and ignorant seek forgiveness 
if they will ; but as for me, a man of under- 
standing and refinement, what need have I 
of pardon? Besides, of whom do you speak 
tome? Of One who was crucified ! ! And do 
you tell me that by believing in Him, I shall 
obtain glory and immortality ?— What folly !" 



The Promise is the Wisdom and Glory of God. 

Yet this Salvation by grace displays the 
Wisdom of God, who, by the preaching of the 
Cross, confounds and brings to nought the 
proud pretensions to virtue and merit of the 
self-righteous ; and lays low the boasted wisr 
dom of the philosopher. " Where is the wise? 
Where is the scribe ? Where is the disputer 
of this world T' asks the Scripture. What 
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becomes of all the brilliant display of the 
schools, and of human learning, when the 
truth of the Gospel appears in its majestic 
simplicity^ and when the Holy Spirit utters 
these words ; ** The foolishness of God is 
wiser than men ; and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. For not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called. But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound the 
things that are mighty ; and base things of 
the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things which are; that 
no flesh should glory in his presence.'* 

In fact, of what has that man to boast, 
who freely receives a pardon to which he has 
contributed nothing, and which he possesses 
only through confidence in a Promise, for the 
sake of One in whose name it has been ^ven 
him to believe I What has he done^ or de- 
sired to do, which could procure or deserve 
such grace ? He h^s done nothing. He was 
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unable to devise or attempt any thin; for 
his own delirerance. This Salvation was ' 
wron^t oat before the sinner had ever heard 
of it, before be came into existence, before 
the foundation of the world ; and the assu- 
rance of it which he now enjoys, and which ' 
be received when he was most unworthy 1 
and undeserving, is but the revelation of bis I 
interest in that Salvation which the Holy 
Spirit has made to his soul, according to the 
good plea«ire and sovereign will of the same 
God who fr<Hn eternity gave unto him eternal / 
life in his Son. Can a sinner, therefore, who 
is tAus justified, and thtts blessed, boast and 
say, " j4II this proceeds from mj/sel/P" 

Judge of this. Reader, by your own case. 
I will suppose that when you began to listeu 
to me, you conceived that the pardon of your 
sins was to be attained, in part at least, by 
your own works. I will suppose farther, tJiat 
the Word of Truth, which yon have heard, 
having been brought home to your heart with 
power, you have believed the Testimony God 
has given of Jesus, and the promise annexed 
to that Testimony, and you now repose on/' 
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the Almighty Power and Love of the Son of 
God. You abandon your former erroneous 
supposition, and embracing God's assurance, 
you say, according to the terms of His pro- 
mise, * * / have eternal Life^ for I believe with 
the heart on the Son of God. Yes ; since I 
am certain, that, renouncing all expectation of 
justification by my own efforts, / believe in 
Jems Christy the Son of God, the Saviour; 
I am also certain that lam bom of God, and 
that He has clothed me with His righteous^ 
ness; for God Himself has said it.'' Such is 
your language, and it is in accordance with 
the Truth of God. You now enjoy the peace 
which His grace bestows, and you experience 
the Joy unspeakable and full of glory, which 
the Spirit of Adoption sheets abroad in the 
hearts of the children of God. 

All this has been wrought in your soul, 
and you are sensible of it. It is not an 
illusion, it is certified by the Word of God, 
and you have within you the witness and 
demonstration thereof, through the indwel- 
ling of the Holy Spirit, who, when He has 
revealed the things of God, seals the promises 
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of the Gospel on the hearts of those who have 
believed. ..•••. Let me then ask^ What 
merit is yours, or what active part have you. 
taken in this Work of God ? Was it planned, 
conceived, or in any degree executed by yon? 
Alas ! you were lost, and dead in trespasses 
and sins, planged in the thick darkness of 
ignorance and unbelief; you were an enemy 
to this grace of God, and an opposer of His 
Work ; and had it rested with you, you would 
always have hated and rejected His Sal- 
vation. 

If, then, God has been mightier than you, 
if His love and mercy in Jesus has van- 
quished your resistance, and if the Light of 
His Truth, and the Life of His Grace have 
found entrance into your heart, and have 
become established there, to whom does the 
glory of this work belong ? To the soul that 
was dead, and whom this grace has quick- 
ened t Or, to the Almighty God and Saviour, 
who is the first and the last, and who gives 
eternal life in His dear Son^ to those whom 
He chose in Him^ before the world w€U? 

Ahl justified sinner! this glory is not 
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yoars, but His alone who loved you through 
His grace. It is due to Him who according 
to His good pleasure, in the day of His power, 
calls those whom it is His will to justify by 
His grace through Faith. It belongs to that 
God who is free and sovereign in His com- 
passion, faithful in his promises, unchange- 
able in His grace ; whose Love carries on and 
perfects, in the lost rebels whom He adopts as 
His children, the work which that same Love 
commenced. 

Lazarus was already dead : his body had 
lain four days in the sepulchre, it was corrupt 
and loathsome ; . . . . nevertheless, he sud- 
denly moves ; he rises from the grave; and at 
length stands erect 1 ! Whence is this ? Can 
a dead body move and arise ? No : a corpse 
is dead ; and in death there is neither will nor 
power; but Jesus is '*The Life;" and nothing 
is impossible to Him who created Heaven and 
Earth. This Almighty Jesus has said to the 
dead man. Live ! and Lazarus, quickened by 
the powerful and creative Word of the Lord, 
becomes conscious that he exists, and mani- 
fests at once the actions of life. 
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Who that beholds this wonderful work of 
God| will say that the dead m^nforesaw^ or 
previously desired his resurrectioD, or that he 
consented to it, or accepted the restoration of 
his existence ? Who will tell us of the diff* 
position of the corpse to resume life, or suf- 
fer itself to be reanimated ? Or who will 
come and congratulate Lazarus, and compli- 
ment him on having extricated himself from 
the cold tomb, so that he no longer lies there 
in corruption! — ^Would it not be an act of 
folly, tp give the glory of this alone work of 
God, to the quickened corpse, by supposing 
that it secretly had a share in this manifes- 
tation of the Sovereign Power of the Creator ? 

Beware then, you who desire to ascribe to 
God the glory in all things which is his due ; 
beware how you attribute similar power and 
active energy to the soul that is justified by 
Faith. Beware how you admit the suppo- 
sition, that man, whom God declares to be 
by nature dead in trespasses and sins; shapen 
in iniquityj depraved in his imagination^ 
corrupt in his iiffectiofis, darkened in his 
understanding; whose whole being is sold 
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under sin ; — that this child of wrath and dis- 
obedience has neyertheless inherently^ in his 
own nature, a will and a desire after heavenly 
things, or can by his own efforts become pos- 
sessed of the Light and Life of God. 

Here let the Reader who believes the 
Bible^ examine himself, and consider atten- 
tively what is passing in his heart. It is no 
trifling error to attribute to the creature what 
belongs to the Creator; to rob the Most High 
of His sovereignty and glory, and to bestow it 
on man, the lost and accursed sinner. Now 
since this sovereignty consists in God being 
ever the First in all things, and being pre- 
ceded by none in his designs and dispensa- 
tions; and since this glory is displayed in 
the incomprehensible gift of His grace in 
His Son Jesus, let it never be imagined that 
man has naturally any favourable desires or 
dispositions towards the grace of God, or that 
by his own free will and choice he accepts His 
mercy when it is set before him. — God be- 
stows, God reveals, God seals the forgive- 
ness which is treasured up in His Son, but 
He does not offer life to a dead soul, as if the 
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soul were of herself to receive ** the Lamb of 
God slain from the fonndation of the world ;'' 
to approve of the good pleasure of the Father 
iu election ; and thus consent to become a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, and a partaker of 
the incorruptible inheritance of the saints. 



The Promise is also the ground of the Be^ 
liever's glory in God his Saviour. 

If you desire to glory, you w/io have re- 
ceivai the Testimony which God hath given 
ofHisSon^ and who have eternal life through 
His name, let your glorying be in the Lord 
and in His Grace, and in nothing connected 
with yourself. 

When the malefactor, through the pardon- 
ing clemency of his sovereign, exchanges the 
scaffold which he was about to ascend, for 
all the privileges and joys of liberty, and 
freedom from condemnation; let him boast 
of the favour and compassion of his prince, 
let him believe, and let him at once loudly 
proclaim that he is set free, that the law has 
no more power to condemn him, that all his 
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forfeited rights of citizenship are restored ; iu 
so doing he honours the monarches generosity, 
which is the more widely known and extoUed» 
the more his joy and gratitude are expressed. 
In like manner, Christian ! Sinner justified 
by faith L you who have received in Jesus, 
deliverance from all punishment, and a titl^ 
to heavenly blessedness ; do you also glory, 
as did Abraham, in this God, rich in mercy ^ 
and boundless in compassion, who for His 
great love wheretvith He loved you, even when 
you were dead in sin, and His enemy in your 
mind by toicked works, hath forgiven you 
all your debt, and hath freely pardoned all 
your sins; because^ according to His good 
pleasure, He had chosen you in Christ before 
the foundation of the world. 

Yes, Christian! glory aloud in Jesus, whom 
the Father has given you; glory in His 
Love, in His Work, in His Sufferings, in His 
Righteousness with which you are clothed ; in 
His life which He has put within you ; in a 
word, glory in that transcendant Grace, in 
the ocean of which your guilty nature has 
been plunged, and for ever cleansed from its 

I 
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corruption and defilement. Glory in this 
work of Ood, and fear not to believe it too 
confidently, or to publish it too widely. Con- 
template it, examine, and seek to penetrate 
into its perfections, and the more you dis- 
cover therein of the love, compassion, power, 
and faithfulness of God, let your adoration, 
your joy and thanksgiving be abundant; and 
declare before the church and before all men, 
that when you were lost, Chriet sought you 
out, and saved you ; that when you were 
dead, God quickened you and raised you up, 
and that now His Spirit has bestowed on 
you the seal of Adoption; on you, who were V 
by nature a child of wrath and of disdbe- 
dience. This is a fact ; God Himself has re- 
vealed and confirmed it ; fear not, therefore, 
to believe it ; on the contrary, in this instance, 
beware of timidity and indecision. Give glory 
to the words that proceed from the mouth of 
God, and be truly humble, that is to say, ^ \ 
Bblibvb all that His grace declares to you. i » 

Oh! if the absolved criminal rejoices, if 
all around witness his transports of gratitude 
aiid wonder, if the streets resound with his 
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accents of gladness ; how will you testify your 
joy. Sinner! whom the grace of God hath 
visited ? Is it a small matter to be delivered 
from Helly and to be put in possession of 
Heaven? Is the revocation of the terrible 
curse of God a mercy inferior to a reprieve 
from death to a mortal man ? Is the place 
which Jesus has prepared for you in His Fa- 
ther's house ; is an inheritance in the Heaven- 
ly City^ less honourable, and less happy, than 
some uncertain possessions and enjoyments in 
this earth, which never can afford rest, and 
which so soon will be your tomb! 

Rejoice then, and triumph in your God, O 
heir of Heaven and of everlasting life ! Be-« 
lieve with your whole heart and soul all that 
the Lord declares and promises, and proclaim 
aloud and with boldness to all who will listen 
to yau, that God has had mercy on you in 
His Son: that He has chosen, called, and 
justified you freely by His grace ; and that 
this same unchangeable and sovereign grace 
assures you that the Lord, for His ewn glory, 
will perfect in you the work which He has 
begun. 

i2 
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The Doctrine of Justification^ and of the 
Assurance of Salvation^ is opposed by the 
fake teachers of the world. 

As the world will not listen to this pro- 
clamation of the grace of God, those who 
desire to please the world, reject it also. It 
offends and irritates the natural man, because 
it ascribes all glory to God, and takes it from 
man ; it assigns to the sinner the heritage of 
vanity and death, which is his justly deserved 
portion, and manifests the true nothingness 
and imperfection of that human wisdom and 
goodness which the world prefers to the life 
of Heaven, of which it knows nothing, and 
which it can neither touch nor discern. 

Alas ! at what a distance from God is the \ » 
heart of man by nature ! What pride, what \ 
haughty and insolent indifference does this \ 
miserable and guilty creature manifest to- \ 
wards the messages of mercy, and the con- \ 
tinual bounties of his Creator ; What atro- i 
cious enmity exists in the bosom of this ' 
rebellious subject, who trembles with rage ' 
when he hears of the grace of His King 
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** Grace !" he exclaims, with indignation, 
** what need have I of His grace ! Have I 
not a right to His favour? And is not that 
sufficient ? If He refuses my claim, let Him 
kill me if He will, but let Him keep His 
pardon r 

This is the language of the world, and its 
blind guides, who seek to please their unbe- 
lieving hearers, exclaim as loudly against the 
preaching of the grace of God, and with all 
their energy oppose this Truth ; that the sin- 
ner is justified freely, by faith in the Name 
of Jesus alone, and not through any personal 
merit or worthiness, or any good work which 
he has ever done, or desired to do. 

When such teachers speak of the Gospel, 
they represent it not as the glad tidings of 
free salvation, but as a law of works, which, 
far from bringing consolation to the sinner, ter- 
rifies and overwhelms him by imposing obli- 
gations and duties, and threatens him with 
the wrath of God if he does not fulfil them. 
And thus, these moralists and instructors are 
guilty of a double inconsistency; they reject } 
4he supposition that man is what God de- | 
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clares him to be; corrupt j decid, ami inca- f 
pable of any spiritual good, and they lay ^ 
down this principle, *' that man can do what 
he pleases, that he can change his skin, even 
if he is born an Ethiopian ; that his nature 
is capable of infinite perfectibility, that he i 
has only to reform certain abuses, to correct > 
ceitain habits, to learn some words of devo- [ 
tion, and to conform to some outward forms, ; 
and he will be fitted to dwell in light inacces- . 
sible in the presence of God for ever!'' 

How foolish and ignorant we should esteem 
an artificer, who having taken a piece of iron; 
should melt and mould, file and polish it, and 
then imagine that it has become gold. It 
shines, it is true ; but is its brilliancy a proof 
that it is no longer iron ? And does not God 
require pure and reined gold, that is to say, 
a perfect righteousness, and a perfect hoii-- 
ness ? Say, ye sages of this world ! shall any 
metal but that of the sanctuary, find currency 
in Heaven ? Or shall God mistake what is 
false for what is genuine, and shall He con- \ ^ 

found the hypocritical outward shew of hu^ 
man morality with that everlasting life which , 
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partakes of His own nature, and which the| 
I{oIy Spirit alone implants within the soul^ 
which He has new created I And does not ' 
the Scripture tell us, that this divine nature, 
this life of Heaven^ is that which alone unites, 
a soul to God, and obtains an entrance into 
His heavenly kingdom? Can communion with\ 
God be enjoyed by any but the man who is ) 
born again, created anew, and regenerated 
by the Holy Ghost? Can any thing but 
Light unite itself with Light, and is the 
light of Heaven any thing but itself^ namely,; 
Light ? 

When will man understand that it is not a 
constrained performance of certain duties, or 
a vain counterfeit of holiness, which God re- 
quires in order to gain admission within the 
gates of His sanctuary? When will it be 
believed) tfaa,t all the polish of education and 
of worldly morality, that the correctUjess of 
behaviour which is the result of habit, that 
regularity, discipline, or refinement of out- 
ward conduct is not a new existence, another 
life, another nature ; namely, the existence, 
life, and nature of God? When will it be 
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acknowledged, that the substance which com- 
poses the nature of man, his heart, and under- 
standing, remains still the same, however 
modified b; earthly interests and considera- 
tions ? When will it be confessed, that the > 
Creator alone can create, that none but the 
Almighty can quicken and give life, can cause 
a child of Adam to become a child of God, a 
Christian, a new creature, created (and not 
fashioned according to a model) after God in 
that righteousness and true holiness, which 
is the pure gold of the sanctuary, and not 
polished iron ? 



Where the promise of God is believed, it 
brings joy and peace. 

Such was the gift of God to Abraham. 
Before this Syrian was freely justified, ac- 
cording to the good pleasure of God^ he was 
a guilty sinner, a child of wrath and disobe- 
dience, even as others; he was formed of 
iron, of the impure, rough, and reprobate iron 
produced by the accursed mine of Death, in 
which the fallen race of Adam lies buried. 
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The Lord justified this man^ by imputing his ] 
faith to him for righteousness. He who for* . 
gives iniquity^ removed this sinner's guilt, 
He blotted it out, He washed it away by His 
grace ; He covered his soul with the garments 
of salvation ; and this not for any good work 
which he had performed, but because of the 
free and sovereign pardon which was be- 
stowed upon him. Thus Abraham was no 
longer a condemned sinner, he became a child 
of God, an heir of the Promise, an ever- 
lasting object of the blessings treasured up 
by the Father in Jesus, whose day Abraham 
saw. And, therefore, this believer being 
justified by the righteousness of God Him- 
self became gold, even the fine gold of the 
sanctuary. 

This mortal man, like others born in sin and 
shapen in iniquity, was regenerated by the 
Almighty grace of God, he was created anew 
by His Spirit, he was made a believer in the 
Testimony of God, he was justified, adopted, 
and made a partaker of the Divine nature; 
in one word, from having been an earthly 
creature, he became spiritual and heavenly, 

i3 
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he was amsiituted a living member of that in* 
visible and mystical body^ of which the Son of 
Crod, manifest in the flesh, was from eternity 
the appointed Head and Saviour. The Spirit 
of God, and of Adoption, sealed these bless- 
ings on the heart of this belieyer. He dwelt 
within him, He increasingly revealed to him 
the light of Trath, He renewed and sanctified 
his will and affections, and His heavenly 
unction implanted within his soul the conso-'* 
lations of the Father's love, and the glorious 
hope of beholding the Lord face to face, dn* 
ring ths endless ages of a blessed immortality. 
All this was Abraham's possession while 
he sojonrned upon this earth, in which he 
was a stranger and a pilgrim, travelling to* 
wards an invisible country ; and these things 
were recorded as a pattern and an encourage- 
ment to all those, who, convinced of their 
sinful state, are terrified by the awful judg- 
ment pronounced by God on transgressors, 
and desiring to flee from the wrath to come, 
sigh for the forgiveness and mercy of God, 
and implore deliverance from the ang^uish and 
misery which consumes thenu 
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Abraham believed Chd, and hu faith (viz. 
his sincere belief of all that God had declared 
and promised to him) was imputed to hin^Jbr 
righteousness. Sinner ! you who desire this 
jastificatioD, this complete pardon of sin. Oh ! 
imitate Abraham ! In like manner, believe * ' 
what God says to you concerning Jesus, what 
He promises you in Jesus, and He has de* : \ 
dared that thus believing you also shall be a \ \ 
partaker of the same righteousness as Abra- - \ 
bam ; you shall be a child of Ood according ! ] 
to THB Promise. 

Reader ! give earnest heed to these things 
for the sake of your immortal souL Oh^ be*- 
lieve sincerely what God declares to you con^ 
eeming Jesus ! God is Truth, do npt maka 
Him a liar by doubting what He affirms* He | 
tells you that Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of 
Mary, the Son of Man, is the Messiah, the 
Christ, the Saviour; God manifest in the 
flesh. He tells you also, that to him that 
BBLIBVETH in His name, God has given the 
privilege to become a child of God. Believe 
equally both of these declarations : that is to 
say; First, Believe that Jesus is the true 

14 
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Messiah, the Only Begotten Son of the Fa- . 
ther, who came from His bosom upon earth ; 
and, Secondly, Belieye that God justifies 
freely every one who has with the heart be- 
lieved the Testimony He has given of His 
Son. 

If then, (as you are in duty bound by the P- 
formal command which God addresses to you 
as His creature,) you believe with the heart 
what he declares concerning Jesus; and if you 
thus set to your seal that He is True, this 
faithful God will fulfil to you all that He has 
promised to those who do thus believe. He 
will teach you by His Word and Spirit, that 
He accounts you righteous in, and for the 
sate of, Jesus ; He will fill your soul with ' 
peace ; He will inwardly reveal to your re- . 
Hewed heart and understanding all that Jesus 
has done for His people ; He will unfold to 
you all the glory and fulness of that Eternal^ 
life which is in the Saviour ; He will remove 
far from you the terrible fear of condemna-^ 
tion; and He will enable you, in Hope, t6 
lay hold of the incorruptible inheritance laid 
up in Heaven for all who cast themselves for 



GOSPEL SEEDS. 181 

eternity on the Lord Jesus, the Christ of 
God. 

It is thus, Reader, and thus alone, eyen by 
Faith, that you can attain the certain know- 
ledge of the forgiveness of your sins. God 
^stows pardon in His Son, and the sinner 
receives it only by Faith in the Father's 
Testimony. 

Observe, then, how opposite is this right- 
eousness, which is the gift of God by Faith, 
to that which you once expected to attain* 
Consider how the Love, Grace, and Goodness 
of God is displayed in thus justifying the un- 
godly; and, at the same time, what pride and 
folly is shewn to exist in the heart of man, 
when he shuts his ear to the voice of grace 
and mercy, determined to justify himself by 
his own efforts, and thinking to present him- 
self before the tribunal of God with his good 
dispositions, his virtues, and human merits. 
Thus, in his ignorance, he likens the Holy One 
to sinful man, for he imagines that Heaven^ 
the dwelling-place of the Most High, is open 
to vanity, weakness, and deception. 
May God preserve you. Reader, from such 



t 



IBt OOSPBL SEEDS, 



error ! May yoa be led to bombie your- 
self in deepest self-abasement in the dust 
before God, confessing your uuworthiness, 
and the ruined condition in -which God de- 
clares you to be, and that thus may you re- 
ceive by Faith the free forgiveness which His 
rich grace and mercy sets before you. Then 
will your heart rejoice, and your mouth will 
celebrate the love of the Father in His dear 
Son, and you will be able to testify to every 
poor sinner, that Life Eternal is the gift of ^■ 
Oofe grace in Jesus, and that nothing can 
be tnare true than this primary assertion — 
No WORKS FOE Salvation! 



2d Position. No Salvation 

WITHOUT W ORKS. 

The Grace of God includes Holiness 
as well as Justification. 

But if Salvation is a gift, it is a gift of 
life, and not of Death. If the sinner is 
justified by Grace through Faith, and if no 
good works or previous dispositions of his 
own have procured his forgiveness, yet the 
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Righteonsness which God has bestowed upon 
him is as holy as it is complete and per^ 
feet. The Eternal Spirit has accompanied 
the revelation of it to his soul, with the 
mighty power of that Divine Nature which 
He has created within him, and which He 
will continually strengthen and cause to 
grow. He has said to the believing soul, 
Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee Jbr 
the sake of Jesus ; but at the same time He 
has added with a voice of equal authority : 
Sin no more; and since the Lord Jknows 
thee as his oum, depart from iniquity ! 

Now, therefore, let not the heart of man, 
which is deceitful above all thiugs, and des- 
perately wicked, enter into a league with 
Satan, in order to turn the Grace of God 
into licentiousness, and make his abounding 
mercy a pretext for sin. Let no one mistake 
the real nature of God's truth, or imagine 
that it is merely a history or a science, and 
that thus faith is but an opinion which may 
leave the soul in a state of indifference as 
to God, and of contempt as to His revealed 
will and commands. 
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No» Reader, it is of do such g^ace or 
faith as this that I speak to you. The 
men of this world; who are always in dark- 
ness and ignorance when they speak of the 
things of God, may exclaim, that the preach- 
ing of the Gospel of the Grace of God en- 
courages licentiousness and immorality ; they 
may insist that a doctrine which requires 
no good works in order to obtain salvation, 
is exceedingly convenient for the sinner, 
who need only say, " I believe,*' and then 
indulge with impunity his guilty desires ; but 
such persons will be convicted of falsehood 
by the very Truth which they calumniate and 
misrepresent. For if the Word of God re- 
jects good works as in anyway the procuring 
cause of Salvation, it nevertheless requires, 
multiplies, and enforces them with tenfold 
authority, when this Salvation is received 
and appropriated. It reproves the false 
security of the flesh as strongly as it con- 
demns Pharisaism. 

It is indeed true, that eternal life is the 
free gift of God in his Son, but let it be 
well observed ! this eternal life is in fact the 
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life^of God : and this life is light, and there 
is no darkness therein. Whoever then pos- 
sesses this life, dwells also in the light, and 
his works will be those which the Holy Spirit 
teaches, and of which the Love of God is 
the principle. 

If it were otherwise, where would be the 
new birth which is the operation of the Holy 
Spirit ; where would be the tvitness of God 
written on the heart of the believer ; where 
would be the faith by which the sinner is 
justified ? What ! shall the man who is re- 
generated by the Holy Ghost, the man who 
is instructed in heavenly things by the living 
Word of God, the man who is united to the 
only Son of God by Faith in this glorious 
and Almighty Redeemer ; shall such a man 
continue the same being as before, seduced 
by the same errors, a slave of the same evil 
passions, given up to the same sensual gra- 
tifications, the same worldly follies and cor- 
ruptions? What kind of Salvation would 
this be? What deliverance would the Lord 
Jesus have wrought for His redeemed, if His 
sheep^^^while they called upon His name, and 
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boasted that they were following Him, never*- 
theless took delight in the same sinful plea- 
sures which constitute the happiness of those 
who know Him not» and daily plunged deeper 
into the mire of this world's corruption ? 

But it is not thus. No ; the faith which 
jutifies the sinner^ the Faith of Grod's elect, 
does not consist in words. It is not merely, 
a human conviction or persuasion, it is not 
like ajesson correctly repeated by an atten- 
tive scholar. To say, " I believe in Jesus," 
i» not to believe in reality, unless it is the 
h^art that says and believes this, and unless 
the heart is truly subject to that Savious 
whom the mouth has confessed. And there- 
totGy if the false profession of so many sinners 
wbo call themselves Christians, leaves them 
still in their sins, this is so far from proving> 
that Christian Faith in the true disciple of 
Jesus, operates as an encouragement to re- 
bellion against the will of God, as a counter 
poiscm against remorse of conscience, or as 
an opiate to lull into security under the in-- 
du%ence of sin, that it is by this very Faith 
that the Believer becomes dead unto sin, that 
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he pints off the old man^ overcomes the world-, 
fixes his afTections on heavenly things, and 
looks forward in hope to the glory to be re- 
vealed, the blessed resemblance which the 
friends of Jesus will bear to the image of 
Him who loved them and gave Himself for 
them. 

If any one pretends to say that the samor 
faith which justifies a man, afterwards leads 
him to an indolent, careless, and sinful life; 
let him also affirm that Lazarus, quickened 
in the sepulchre by the mighty voice of the 
Son of God, was, by the very life which he 
had just received, retained a prisoner in the 
same abode of loathsome corruption wherein 
he previously lay. 

We are indeed astonished that such an 
assertion can proceed from the mouth and 
the pen of so many who profess an interest in 
the Gospel, and a concern for its defence. 
Were we to believe these disciples, the 
ministers of the glad tidings of the grace of 
God are smooth and deceitful instructors, 
who calm the consciences of their hearers by 
the most dangerous assurances of forgive- 
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ness, and like new sellers of indulgences, 
proclaim a certain and infallible pardon of 
transgressions, which may afterwards be 
committed again and again without fear of 
the consequences. As if Jesus, the Holy 
Son of God, were a Minister of. Sin ! As 
if a soul had only to be drawn to the Cross 
of the Prince of Life to become more surely 
the captive of Satan ! As if the glad 
tidings of forgiveness deprived the sinner 
of the enjoyment of communion with God, 
set him free from the restraint of His Holy 
commands, and conveyed the privilege of 
committing all iniquity with impunity ! As 
if the Assurance of Justification, the seal 
of the Holy Spirit, and the lively hope of 
beholding the Lord face to face, and en- 
joying the blessedness of Heaven, were con- 
sistent In the heart of a child of God, with 
rebellion against the Father's Love, con- 
tempt for the unction of the Holy One, en- 
mity against Christ, an odious compact with 
sin, and the expectation of dwelling for ever 
with the devil and his angels, in outer dark- 
ness, suffering the torments of the lost [ 
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The ignorance or hypocrisy of nominal dis- 
ciples of Christ does not affect the purity 
of genuine Faith, 

It is true that in every age, and in all 
Christian churches, the hypocrisy of many 
has given too abundant cause for reproach 
against those doctrines which they outwardly 
professed, but which they dishonoured and 
perverted through their insincerity and love 
of sin. The Nicplaitanes soon appeared 
among the early Christians, and with art^ 
ful, high sounding, and seducing arguments, 
sought to lead astray those who were ill 
established in the faith, using this lan- 
guage, " Let us sin, that grace may abound.** 
From that time this pernicious doctrine, like 
an incurable leprosy, spreading among those 
who professed, but never loved the Truth, 
has infected the earthly fold of the Church, 
and would have deceived, if it had been 
possible, even the elect. 

But if false Christians, such as these, who 
went forth from the bosom of the primi- 
tive Church, continue in our days to speak 
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the language, and wear the externals of 
Faith, and if these Jiars, as the Scripture 
calls them, draw upon themselves the just 
contempt of men, and the wrath of a Holy 
God, why should the blame, which so justly 
rests upon these workers of iniquity, be ex- 
tended to those who separate themselves 
from their evil ways; and why should the 
shame which covers a prqfessor of religion, 
whose conduct proves that he does not know 
the Lord, fall likewise on the true disciple, 
the sincere friend of Jesus, who delights in 
the law of his God, and meditates therein 
day and night, and who follows the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in the paths of holy obe*- 
dience ? Are we to judge of the nature of 
light as if we were blind; and is it just or 
generous to confound the abuse which. the 
hypocrite makes with his lips, of a doctrine 
which he detests in his heart, with the power 
exercised by Truth over a heart by which it 
is known and loved ? 

Again, is it not to beTeared that those who 
express this opposition to the doctrines of 
Grace, are still strangers to them? The} 
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say that they know them, but do they not 
mistake them, and substitute in their place 
the cold and barren knowledge of the letter 
of Scripture, that lifeless orthodoxy of the 
schools, which, while it speculates on cer- 
tain doctrines of the Word of Truth, only 
admits a portion of them, and rejects that 
teaching of the Spirit of God which con- 
stitutes their strength and glory? Does not 
this appear to be the* state of many of those 
nominal disciples whom we meet with, and is 
not this the secret cause of so much mur- 
muring against the preaching of the grace of 
God, as well as against those who have re- 
ceived it ? Is it not, in short, because such 
persons are contented with a system of 
theology — with a religrions knowledge, to 
which certain legal duties and observances 
are appended, but in which there is neither 
life nor holiness: and therefore they dis- 
trust the liberty and freedom which the 
Truth imparts, and accuse of presumption 
*and arrogance those believing children 
of light who lay hold of the promises of 
God, and proclaim to others the joy and 
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peace which flows from a good hope through 
grace! 

Oh ! let the shipwrecked sinner, whom the 
wave of Faith has transported in safety to 
the bright and peaceful shore of everlasting 
resti express his gratitude towards the invisi- 
ble hand that has rescued him ; let him sing 
aloud a hymn of deliverance, and exult in 
his security ; but let not those who are still 
struggling with the billows in their own 
strength, deride his happiness, and say that 
the shore which he so rejoices to have at* 
tained^ is a situation of equal danger with th^ 
raging ocean ! 



The importance of Good Works, and the 
place which they occupy in the Gospel 
scheme of Salvation. 

But we are still asked, what becomes of 
good works in this doctrine of free salva- 
tion? Is the Christian to set them aside, 
and consider them as trifling and unim* 
portant ? 

The Christian is so far from being ex- 
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empted from the necessity of performing 
good works, that if he does not live in the 
practice of them, he is not a Christian in 
reality, although he may be such in name. 

That eternal life, which is the gift of God's 
grace in Jesus Christ, is an actual life, and 
not a science or a speculation. The Christian 
is one wifh Christ. He is united to the Son 
of God as truly as the branch is to the vine, 
the stone to the building, the member to the 
body. There exists a communion, that is, 
a mutual and living union between the Lord 
Jesus and his disciples. The Holy Spirit 
whose fulness dwells in Jesus, dwells like- 
wise in each member of that body of which 
He is the Head. The branches which grow 
forth from this true Vine, are nourished 
by the fructifying sap of the Holy Spirit's 
unction, and necessarily and infallibly mani- 
fest its powerful influence by the ripened 
fruits which they bear. The mystical mar-* 
riage between Jesus, and the soul, given to 
Him by the Father, is not an ideal, but an 
actual union, wrought by the Holy Spirit ; 
from whence necessarily proceed works and 
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actions like those of Christ. The Believer^ 
who is united to the Saviour, has conse- 
quently the mind and will of the Saviour. 
He loves his image ; it is his glory to bear it, 
aqd to be conformed to it ; and in this way he 
is recognized as a child of God, and a fol- 
lower of his dear Son, because he seeks to. 
imitate his Father, and through th^ teaching 
of the Word and Spirit, he walks even as 
Jesus walked. 

The Christian then performs good works ; 
indeed it is he only who can perform them, 
because through his union with Jesus, he 
alone possesses the Spirit of God, in whose 
fruits good works consist. 

It may be that before such a man was 
united by faith to the Saviour, and had re- 
ceived the Spirit of Life which is in Christ 
Jesus, he was kind, upright, patient, merci* 
ful, temperate, and devout in the sight of his 
fellow creatures ; but now, he really brings 
forth these good works as be/ore God, as one 
who is joined unto the Lord ; and because 
the Holy Spirit has given him a clear know-> 
ledge of his Heavenly Father's will. Before 
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his conrersion, while he was yet a carnal 
and natural man^ he outwardly fulfilled the 
work of the Law written in his conscience, 
and in his relations with his fellow men he 
acted as an upright and rational being. At 
this time, however, his works were natural 
and earthly like himself, and they were good 
and beneficial only as regarded this world, 
and bis intercourse with mankind. But they 
were not good in the sight of God, and as 
regarded heaven, and for this reason, be- 
cause they were not spiritual works, the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. They were not 
wrought in Christ, and for Christ; they were 
not living and heavenly, and therefore as 
they were confined to earth in their opera- 
tion and results, they had their reward in, 
and from this world, and reaped all the tem- 
poral blessings and advantages connected 
with such uprightness, integrity, and bene- 
volence of conduct* 

But now that this man, who was an object 
of the everlasting love of God in Christ, 
has been regenerated by the Holy Ghost, 
drawn unto the Son, united to Him and 
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justified by Faith, and made a partaker of 
the seal of adoption; what a change has 
been wrought in this being thus created 
anew, transformed into a new creature, in 
Christ, and for Christ ! Old things are 
passed away, and behold, all things are be- 
come new. The principle which actuates 
bis mind, will, and actions, is no longer the 
same : it is not now the pursuit of worldly 
happiness and ease, of human glory and re- 
nown, of the possessions and enjoyments of 
the present life. No! this new principle 
leads him above all things else, to seek after 
God, His grace. His peace. His favour. His 
Word, His commandments^ His promises, His 
presence, His glory ! The object of His love 
and delight is Jesus, and every thing that is 
in Jesus! His truth. His goodness. His gentle- 
ness. His perfections. His purity. His devoted- 
ness to His Father's will. His self-denial. His 
holy and heavenly character. In one word, 
this principle of life and action, is Heaven re- 
ceived and contemplated by Faith, Heaven 
sought after with ardent love—- Heaven 
already embraced and enjoyed through Hope. 
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Such, dear Reader, is the contrast of the 
two distinct principles which actuate the same 
man before and after his union by Faith to 
the Saviour. Such is the immense and en- 
tire difference between the virtuous actions 
of the nominal Christian, and the good 
works of the true disciple of Jesus. They 
have each their season; the first are per- 
formed in the darkness of carnal unregenerate 
nature; the second are wrought in the Light 
of the Sun of Righteousness, through the 
powerful efficacy of His quickening rays on 
the divine nature of the new man in Christ, 
and under the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
If we confound them, and seek together the 
GOOD works which are the fruits of the 
Spirit, from the boughs of nature, as also 
if we expect to find the fruits of the flesh 
growing on the engrafted branches of the 
new man, we are inverting the order of 
things ; we are looking for a mode of exist' 
ence which God has not ordained; we are 
perverting tHe truth ; and we are as far re- 
moved from the right apprehension of the 
Gospel^ and of the nature of true faith, as 
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earth is distant from heaven, and God is 
infinitely removed from evil. 

Therefore, let earthly good fruits be 
sought on the branches which the world 
calls good ; and let us expect to gather the 
fruits which are called good in the lan- 
guage of heaven, on the trees which God 
Himself has planted. These will assuredly 
bear them ; it is their nature, and it cannot 
be otherwise than that they should produce 
them. Where these fruits are not found 
there are no heavenly branches. Such bar- 
renness shews a principle of death, and ail 
Heavenly branches are living and produc- 
tive. Therefore the tree that produces no 
divine fruit is not planted by God. Where 
there are no fruits of the Holy Spirit, His 
unction is wanting. Whoever says. Good 
works do not accompany Salvation^ says 
also^ There is no Salvation. No, There 
is no Salvation without Works ! 



The Spiritual man always manifests the 
fruits of the Spirit. 

It was thus that Abraham being justified 
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by Faith, brought forth the fruits of this 
faith of God's elect The good works which 
the Spirit of adoption wrought in this child 
of God, manifested the divine nature of 
his faith, giving unquestionable proof that 
it was the faith of the heart, and not merely 
a vain formulary of words^ or an hypocriti- 
cal profession of the lips. This faith did 
not resemble the false compassion which 
contents itself with saying to the hungry 
beggar, ** Go, and may God sustain you," 
without bestowing on him any succour; it 
was not like a human body possessed of all 
its organs, but destitute of the breath of 
life : this faith was lively and acting ; in fact, 
it was truly Faith. 

Every real believer is a child of Abraham^ 
and walks in the footsteps of his Father's 
faith. Like him he has been enlightened, 
guided, and quickened by the Spirit of 
God. Like him, he was once a captive, 
laden with the heavy and galling chains of 
idolatry and ignorance, until set at liberty 
by the word of Truth, and by the Spirit 
of the Lord, and the first use he made of 
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the freedom which grace had bestowed on 
him, was to cast himself at the feet of bis 
Sayiour and his King, there to bind him- 
self to obedience by vows of love and heart- 
felt submission, saying, '^ I have sworn, and 
am stedfastly purposed, that I will keep thy 
righteous judgmentsJ^ 

Such is the willing subjection to the 
authority of God, which mast exist in His 
kingdom. Let no one therefore flatter him- 
self that there is any other revelation from 
heaven — any other faith or salvation than 
this, which is inseparably connected with 
holy obedience. In God there is no dark- 
ness at all, and the grace which is in Christ 
is the manifestation of His love, and of His 
nature. Christ is God, and Christ has no 
communion with sin, or with the Belial of 
this world and its corruptions. The be- 
liever is united to Christ; he is led by the 
Spirit of Christ ; and since there can exist 
no secret alliance between this Spirit and 
sin, no agreement between His holy affec- 
tions and desires, and the corrupt lusts of 
the flesh, a man must belong to one or the 
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Other, to the flesh or to the Spirit^ to the 
world, or to Christ. 

Here, then, can be no middle path. These 
two principles cannot unite or intermin^ 
gle ; they cannot occupy the same common 
ground. That which is horn of the flesh is 
flesh, and remains such. That which is horn 
of the Spirit is Spirit, and lives by the Spirit. 
The child of God is not half regenerate; he 
is truly born again. His new creation ii 
the sovereign and perfect work of God. 
The affections of the new creature will 
be like himself, spiritual and heavenly; for 
he is of God; he is His workmanship in 
Christ, by the operation of the Holy Spirit. 
And as no communion or agreement can 
exist between the first and second creation, 
namely, between the first Adam which is of 
the earth, and is dead, and the last Adam 
which is from Heaven, and came as a quick- 
ening Spirit, it is impossible to suppose that 
the regenerate man can exactly resemble him 
who is yet carnal and in the flesh, or that the 
believer, the true Christian, can remain what 
he was before he possessed the gift of Faith. 

k3 



202 GOSPEL SEEDS. 

These two natures may undoDbtedly dwell 
and exist together, which is the case with the 
Christian as long as he remains here below, 
walking by faith amidst many trials and 
temptations. But these two natures are 
not consequently united, because they are 
thus to be found together in the same in- 
dividual ; on the contrary, they are con- 
tinually opposing each other, and struggling 
together, like the children of Rebecca in the 
womb of their mother ; and the hatred, which 
the new nature bears to the old, is such, that 
it causes the Believer to exclaim with a kind 
of impatience, ** Oh, wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death ! Oh, when shall I depart, 
and be with Christ ; when shall I appear in 
the presence of God, and be far removed 
from sin, temptation, and infirmity T 

Therefore, whoever is born of God, having 
been regenerated by the Holy Spirit, belongs 
to Christ, and is no longer of the world ; as 
also he, who is not born anew in Christ, is 
still of the world, and belongs to the world* 
Once more, there is no middle way; na 
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intermediate state; God himself declares 
that there is none, nor can be any, 
whatever may be the outward appearance, 
or whatever delusion may be produced by 
the vain imitation of the actings and habits 
of either of these two natures. 

The man that is earthly, although he may 
borrow the language, and imitate the de- 
portment of the spiritual man, is not, there- 
fore, the less of the earth ; and as such, is 
rejected of God. The man that is heavenly, 
the Christian, who is born of God, is a con- 
tradiction to himself, when, through weak- 
ness, unbelief, and disobedience, he again 
conforms to the things of this world, which 
he had cast aside. His conduct belies the 
tendency of his affections and desires ; he 
detracts from his rank and dignity ; he re- 
nounces his privileges. 

Therefore, if a man who professes to be 
united to Christ, nevertheless retains his for- 
mer inclinations, thoughts, habits^ and dis- 
positions; in one word, if his heart remains 
unchanged, it is manifest either that he is 
deceived, or that he does not speak the Truth. 

k4 



204 GOSPEL SBBDS. 

He foimally denies the Testimony of God, 
and boasts that he has discovered a secret 
unknown to the Almighty ; namely, the ajci 
of uniting light with darkness, and ofasso" 
dating sin with the Grace of Christ. 



In every age the Gospel has been, and con- 
tinues to he a Gospel of Holiness. 

This character of holiness unto the 
Lord, which is the distinctive mark of the 
Gospel, has been exhibited from the begin- 
ning in all those who were of God. It was 
manifested in the lives of the Patriarchs ; 
then it was proclaimed by the trumpet and 
voice of God, from the awful summit of Sinai ; 
and at length it was delineated and enforced 
by all the holy men who spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, and who, in their 
conduct, followed the footsteps of Jesus. 

Abel, renewed by true and living faith, 
exhibited none of the dispositions or actions 
of Cain. The family of Seth obeyed the 
Lord, and called upon His Name; and these 
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sons of God formed no alliances with the 
daughters of men. Noah, a preacher of the 
righteousness which is by faith, did not par- 
take in the surrounding abominations of 
the human race. Abraham, when he became 
a believer, left his idolatrous country, and 
forsook all to obey his God. Isaac, Jacob, 
and Joseph, who were sincere worshippers of 
God, did not resemble Ishmael, Esau, and 
those of their brethren who served not the 
Lord. Moses, Joshua, and after them, all 
the friends of God, such as David, Asa, 
Hezekiah, Josiah, Ezra, and Nehemiah, all 
walked by faith, separating themselves from 
this evil world and its corruptions ; and thus, 
in all ages, this cloud of witnesses, of whom 
the Scripture speaks so richly and abun- 
dantly, have borne testimony by their works 
of light, as well as words of Truth, to the 
Grace of God. Their Faith separated them 
from the habits and courses of this world, 
just as the light, proceeding from a lamp, is 
to be distinguished from the darkness of 
night by which it is surrounded. 

This character has not varied with the 
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lapse of ages. Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. There is no variable* 
ness or shadow of torning in the Most High. 
He is ever the same, the Rock of Ages; and 
the Holy One of Israel in former ages, is the 
Holy One of the Christian Church in later 
periods, who will be revealed as snch, when 
unto thetn that look for Him, He appears 
the second time without sin, unto salvation. 
In all ages of the Chnrch therefore, and in 
the person of each child of God, this position 
is, has been, and will be verified ; namely, 
that God saves the sinner from his sins; that 
He takes away the natural heart of stone 
from the sinner whom He justifies freely by 
His Grace ; and that He gives him in its 
pktce a heart of flesh, a new hearty in which 
He writes His Law, and on whose fleshly 
tablets His Spirit of Life engraves His 
promises and commands. 

This decree of Grace, aod this operation of 
the Spirit of God are infallible and omnipo- 
tent, for they partake of the very nature of 
God. They took effect, and were in action, 
at the very gate of the garden of Eden ; in 
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the Ark surrouDded by the waters of the 
Deluge ; Id the tents of the Patriarchs ; in 
the camp of the Hebrews ; in the cities of 
Judah; as also in all the upper chambers 
where the disciples of Jesus assembled ; and 
in the amphitheatres and places of execution, 
where the martyrs sealed the Truth with their 
blood. They are found true in Christians of 
a humble station in life, as well as in those 
who are rich and noble ; their power is ex- 
emplified in the lowly cottage of the unlet- 
tered herdsman, as well as in the elegant 
mansion of refinement and opulence. They 
are known in the churches that have long 
been planted, and their sovereign authority 
is equally owned by the barbarous tribe that 
is just converted to the faith by the recent 
preaching of the Gospel. 

Therefore, when God thus addresses His 
children, ** Be ye holy, for I am holy;'' 
*' Without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord ;" this is no new command, or tempo- 
rary injunction. On the contrary, it is the 
fixed determination of those everlasting coun-^ 
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sels which are unchangeable. It is the inse- 
parable union of a cause and its effects, of 
the Holy Spirit and His efficacious energy, 
of the revelation of Jehovah and His light and 
life. It is the evidence of the existence of 
this life of God in the creature whom He 
blesses. Where Faith has been wrought 
in the soul by the Word and Spirit of God, 
the living fruits of holiness must be as inse- 
parable from the Testimony of God which 
has been received into the heart, as the ini^ 
mitable colours of the rainbow are from its 
arch. They form that arch ; they are the very 
bow itself. In like manner, Faith is the new 
and spiritual existence of the soul. This 
Faith is living ; it has its source and origin 
in God ; and is the very principle and sub- 
stance of the spiritual works which are well 
pleasing in His sight. 

Good works stand in the same relation to 
Faith as motion to impulse, brightness to 
%ht, and heat to fire. If we imagine Divine 
Faith to be destitute of works, we conceive a 
sun without rays, a life without will or action, 
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a love without the exercise of affection ; in 
short, we picture a living body to be a cold 
and motionless corpse. 



Where Holiness is wanting, there cannot be 

true Faith. 

That man, therefore, has great reason to \ 
enquire whether he has ever yet, with the \ 
heart, believed in the Son of God, and in the \ 
promise of the Father, who, on comparing ! 
his present state with what he was before he j 
professed to believe, finds nothing new as re- | 
gards heavenly things in the desires and af- 
fections of his soul ; and whose habits of life 
are exactly the same, with this slight differ- 
ence, that he can more adroitly conceal or 
dissemble his real character in the eyes 
of those by whom it would be condemned. 
There is the same self-esteem, the same love 
of ease, and the praise and flattery of others. 
The same self-will, ill humour, discontent, 
impatience of contradiction, vexation when 
circumstances thwart his plans, repining when 
laid low by illness or trial. The same un- 
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concern for others, no forbearance, patient 
endurance, long-suffering, or readiness to for- 
give ; but selfishness, and unkindness, com- 
bined with a total neglect of the spiritual 
welfare of others. The same want of confi- 
dence in God, the same deep-rooted unbelief 
in the soul, and, consequently, the same 
anxious care for the future, the same enquiry, 
**JVhat shall we eat^what shall we drink^ and 
wherewithal shall we be clothed?*' The same 
temporal solicitude and anxiety, the same 
despondency in afDiction, the same forgetful- 
ness of God, of Hb presence, of His sove- 
reignty, the same indifference to His mer- 
cies, the same carnal indolence, the same 
want of interest in the advancement of the 
Gospel, of delight in prayer, in praise, in the 
study of the Scriptures, and in anticipation 
of future glory; and .... above all . . . 
the same terror and alarm when life appears 
drawing to a close, the same fear of death, 
the same horror and dismay when these words 
are heard, " Set thine house in order, for 
this very flight thy soul shall be required of 
thee.'' 
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Undoubtedly such a character is still ex- 
actly in the same position with every other 
unregenerate child of Adam ; viz.^ he is a 1 u, ^ 
sinner, yet dead in trespasses and sins, alie- m ! 
nated from the life of God. Oh ! let such 
an one beware how he says that he has Faith, 
that he believes the Testimony of God, that 
he is a partaker of Christ's salvation ! No, 
the Holy Spirit is not there ! The salvation 
which that Holy Spirit reveals, and seals to 
a soul, is not in unison with the world and 
its lusts: and when God bestows it on a sin- ';^ . 
ner, he delivers him at the same time from 
the bondage and love of sin. i / 

The Lord Jesus brings not to His disciple, ^ 
peace with the flesh and with its inclinations; 
on the contrary, He commands him to main- 
tain a constant and implacable war against 
that flesh, the world, and its lusts. He bids 
him take up a cross, with all its sufierings 
and shame. There must be the circumcision 
of the heart; the destruction of its dearest 
idols; the mortification of its desires; the ab- 
solute and unreserved renunciation of all that 
is not of God, and for God. And at the same 
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time Oh ! how glorious, rich, and om- 

nipotent is the Grace of God ! • • • Jesus 
bestows on His people freedom from bondage, 
the privileges, title, and seal of Adoption; Hd 
puts within them His Holy Spirit, who di* 
rects their desires and affections towards that 
heavenly country for which they are created 
anew, so that they rejoice in lively hope of 
the blessedness ensured to them for eternity 
by the Word and Promise of the King whom' 
they serve. 

Such is the Grace of God in Jesus. This 
is the Saviour's method of dealing with those 
whom He came to seek and to save. He 
gave Himself for them. He saved them com- 
pletely and for ever, they are His purchased 
possession whom He has redeemed unto Him* 
self as a chosen generation, a royal priest- 
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, an 
obedient flock, a kingdom of loyal subjects, 
zealous of good works, and devoted to the 
will of their Sovereign. 

The Father chose them in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that they might 
be holy, set apart for His service and glory. 
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and unblameable before Him in Love. The 
Christ offered up Himself for this His Body 
to which He was united ; He laid down His 
life for His Church whom He loved, that He 
might purify her unto Himself as a faithful 
and spotless bride who should dwell with 
Him for ever. 

Therefore it necessarily follows, that who- 
ever, through Faith and by the power of the 
Itoly Spirit, has a part in this covenant of 
God in Christy possesses every blessing which 
flows from the sacrifice and resurrection of 
Jesus. He is a partaker of the very life of 
Christ, and is thus manifested as one of the 
blessed elect of the Father, a sinner loved 
through grace, and whom that grace will 
sanctify. God has revealed this His love 
un\^ him ; he knows it, and therefore glories 
in his Saviour, and by the teaching and pow- 
erful impulse of the Holy Spirit, and, as it 
were, by a heavenly instinct, he seeks and 
follows after holiness ; it constitutes his meat 
and drink, it is his joy and consolation, his 
one pursuit f in a word^ it is his life. 

The believer thus learns at once two truths. 
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which are rather a double manifestation of 
one and the same grace. First, he is taught, 
that he is known and loved of the Lord; and 
next, that the disciple of Christ departs 
from iniquity. This is the A, B, C» of 
Christ's school ; it is the basis and rudiment 
of all heavenly knowledge. Holiness, with- 
out which none shall see the Lord, is, as it 
were, God's kiss of peace and reconciliation 
impressed on the heart of the sinner who 
has heard His voice of Grace. Without 
sanctiiication there can be no true happiness 
and joy ; no true communion with God ; no 
real peace in the heart ; for it is in the heart 
that the Spirit of God implants this principle 
of holiness, and through His Divine unction 
that it is developed, and is nourished and 
strengthened by communion with Christ, the 
Head, in whom all fulness dwells. 



The essential characteristics of 
Sanctification, 

Sanctiiication consists of two component 
parts. 1. The Practice of good works. 2. 
Perseverance therein unto the end. 
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1. These good works which are alone well 
pleasing unto the Lord, are defined^ in Scrip- 
ture, to be the obedience of Love to the 
known will of God. A good work, there- 
fore, is the conformity of our will and action, 
through the Spirit of Adoption, to what our 
Father commands us by His Son our Lord. 

This definition distinguishes a good work 
from the work of the Law. This latter is 
only the resemblance of an action to the 
letter of the commandment. For instance, 
the merchant closes his counting-house on the 
Sabbath, because an order of the police re- 
quires it. But a good work is the hearty 
conformity of the will to the intention and 
spirit of God's command. The counting-house i; 
is closed, not because the Law forbids it to [\ 
be opened, but because the Heavenly Father '■■ 
says to His child, " My beloved in Christ, , 
keep holy my day of rest " 

Let it be well observed, that it is the 
Father who addresses this command ; it is a 
child of God who receives it ; and it is the 
heart of this child^ taught and guided by the 
Spirit of Adoption, which fulfils the com* 
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mand, not by constraint, but because he loves 
Him by whom it is given ; and because, it is 
the desire and delight of his renewed spirit 
to please this gracious Father in all things. 

Love, then, is the principle of those works 
which the Scripture calls good. Now, since 
this Love is the fruit of the Spirit of Adop- 
tion, it follows that this good fruit cannot be 
found in the man who has not received that 
Spirit; and since this Spirit is only given to 
the soul which is justified by Faith, having 
believed the Testimony and Promise of God, 
it is evident that a man must be a Christian, ' 
that is, he must be a believer, justified by 
Faith, and at peace with God, before he can 
perform a single good work. As also, (as we 
have before considered,) it is impossible to be 
a Christian, and not be taught and excited 
to do these good works, which constitute 
'* THE highway'* which God has prepared 
for His children to walk in. 

We find this very figure employed, when 
the Scriptures speak of sanctification. The 
obedience of the people of God, under the 
guidance of the Spirit pf Adoption, is the 
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Sacred road which leads from earth to 
heaven, from this perishing country to the 
city of the Living God. This is the way of 
light and peace, the narrow way which is not 
followed by the multitude, but by the elect 
of God alone. By this comparison, the 
Word of God plainly teaches us what is the 
place in the economy of salvation which is 
occupied by the practice of good works. 

To make this illustration still clearer to 
our minds, let us stippose that a strongly 
fortified Capital is shut up in a time of 
civil war. The rebels are each day more 
immediately threatened with inevitable de- 
struction. The laws have already passed 
sentence against them ; their protracted re- 
sistance has reduced them to an absolute 
want of provisions, and they are in a state 
of extremity. No communication with the 
Capital is allowed them ; whoever approaches 
the walls meets certain death. In this 
state of affairs there is a report of an am- 
nesty, and at length an envoy is dispatched 
to the insurgents. He delivers letters, con- 
taining a message of pardon, to sixty of them, 
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with an invitation to come into the Capital,' 
where their friends are preparing to welcome 
them. The envoy is a person worthy of en- 
tire confidence ; the letters are sealed by the 
authorities ; and nothing can bear stronger 
marks of authenticity than the promises and 
assurances which they convey. 

The sixty citizens, therefore, who have 
received the letters, leave the camp of the 
insurgents, and set forward on the road to- 
wards the Capital, from whence their pardon 
has issued, and where, accordingly, they are 
now sure of finding peace and security. They 
have laid down their weapons of rebellion^ 
and they hold in their hands the letters 
patent which will protect them from all 
danger, and will open a free passage before 
them. Thus they direct their steps towards 
the gates of the Capital, where they are 
at once received. While they are on the 
road, they are every moment cheered 
and encouraged by the joyful prospect of 
reaching it; and all who, from afar or near, 
see them walking in this direction, say, 
without hesitation, that they are going to 
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the Capital, and that they have a right to 
enter there. 

But no one for a moment entertains the 
idea that it was the Road on which the sixty 
pardoned rebels walk, which assembled the 
council of the nation, or proposed the am- 
nesty, or issued the gracious pardon. It is 
known, or at least it is presumed, that this 
unexpected favour emanated from the cle- 
mency of the people or of their governors; 
that the letters which conveyed the message 
were stamped by the authorities; and that by 
means of them, admittance will be obtained 
at those very gates, from whence their sen- 
tence of death was expected to proceed^ and 
within which they are now only received in 
virtue of a free pardon, extended to them 
Mthen their rebellion was at its highest pitch. 
It was the pardon which induced them to 
leave the camp, and set out towards the 
Capital. It was the pardon which unlocked 
the gates, withdrew the iron bars, sheathed 
the swords of the centinels, gladdened the 
hearts of the spectators, and made the streets 
resound with joyful acclamations. 

l2 
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What part was taken in all this, by the 
Road leading to the city, which it was neces- 
sary that the rebels should pass» in order to 
enjoy the immunities and privileges which 
the pardon procured for them ? Its only use 
was to unite the spot, where the insurgents 
were encamped, with the city. Who would 
suppose, that because this road was passed by 
them, it had therefore a share in procuring 
the prerogatives with which they are now 
enriched? They walked upon it; they fol- 
lowed its direction ; they kept within it ; and 
thus progressively advanced nearer the city, 
till they descried,, first the towers, then the 
walls ; and at length they came close to the 
gates, which were immediately opened, for 
they were recognised as privileged to enter, 
bearing the arms and colours of the state* 
But what had this road to do with the city,, 
with the clemeikcy of its rulers^ and the for- 
giveness extended to the offenders I You an- 
swer. Nothing. And yet the presence of 
these individuals upon this road was so es- 
sential, that had they taken a different route, 
for instance, if they had set their faces in a 
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contrary direction to the town, it would have 
been evident to all that they were not goings 
to the Capital, and, in fact, they woaid never 
have entered the gates. 

If, then, the road had any thing to boast 
of, it certainly could not be that it had con- 
ciliated the favour of the magistrates, or pro- 
cured the sentence of forgiveness. It might 
assert that it was a necessary and indispen- 
sable witness of the fact, that the pardoned 
rebels had passed, and that being the only 
way of access to the town, none but those 
who walked thereon could reach the gates; 
it had a right to assume this importance, but 
no other. Its use, as well as its merits, ter- 
minated at the outer wall of the city. 

Just such is the Way of Holiness, the 
obedience to God's commands, which the 
Scriptures describe as a walking within 
a path. Let this highway of sanctification 
boast, in like manner, that it is the only 
avenue which unites the rebellious camp of 
the earth with the city of God. Let it 
proclaim this aloud to every human being, 
let it thus address its passengers, ** O, you ! 
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who are walking herein, rejoice and be of 
good courage ! Fear not, T am the true way, 
the only sure and safe road ; I lead certainly 
and infallibly to the dwelling of God !" And 
when we see those who are advancing on 
this Divine road, let us rejoice, and say with 
thanksgiving : '' These are pardoned sinners, 
they have left the world that is at enmity 
with God^ they have cast off its bondage, its 
lusts and corruptions, their faces are turned 
towards the heavenly metropolis, of which 
they are enrolled citizens; they hasten to 
reach it, they speak of it, they extol and 
boast of it ; they carry its banner, the Gospel 
is in their hands, and on their hearts is the 
mark of the Blessed, the seal of the Spirit 
of Christ, the new name, the name of their 
God! Oh, what subject for joy! The 
Saviour has loved them, they know Him, 
they sing of His loving kindness, they seek 
to discover His footsteps, that they may walk 
in them ; they long to see His face, they an- 
ticipate their entrance into His presence! 
Hallelujah ! The glorious light of salvation 
has arisen on their souls, they are the chil- 
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dren of God !" Yes, let this language be 
used by the highway of holiness and good 
works, as well as by those who behold the 
Disciples of Jesus walking therein. They 
may and ought to speak thus ; in so doing 
they attest a fact which is Truth itself* It 
is the Testimony of God concerning His own 
nature, and His own life, manifested in His 
beloved ones. Whoso walks in the narrow 
way is thereby securely led unto Life eter- 
nal, therefore those that &re therein, are of 
the number of those who will inherit ever- 
lasting Life« 

But should we form the same decision, if 
instead of seeing these disciples walking in 
the way of the Lord's statutes, in the foot-* 
steps of the Son of God, we beheld them, on 
the contrary, walking habitually and wil« 
lingly on the broad road 'of destruction, and 
going down with the multitude into the dark 
abyss of sin and death ? Should we say of 
such persons, that all was well with them, 
and that they were hastening to meet the 
King of Glory, whom it was their delight to 
serve and obey ? 
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. Assuredly not, for the heavenly road does 
not lead towards the gulph of perdition. 
Therefore in vain would such individuals 
boastingly assure us, even with the Scrip- 
ture in their bands, " that they belonged to 
the Church of Christ, that they knew His 
name, and possessed His Spirit; that they 
were assured of His Love, and that nothing 
could deprive them of His Grace." Not- 
withstanding these high sounding preten- 
sions, we who know and believe that the 
Spirit of Jesus is the Holy Spirit, and 
that Faith Purifies the heart, should not 
hesitate thus to warn such nominal disciples, 
" Repent and be converted. O you who 
take pleasure in iniquity, what right have 
you to take the words of God into your 
mouth, while by your works you deny the 
glorious Name which you utter with your 
lips ! It is Death, even the second death, 
that is before you ! O sinners ! Beware 
lest the wrath to come be your portion r 

Such is the language which the true Dis- 
ciples of Christ will use to those who are 
thus deceiving themselves and others ; and 
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if sach persons are thereby irritated, and 
ascribe these solemn warnings to exagger- 
ated views, to folly, fanaticism, and party 
spirit; if they deride those followers of 
Jesas who call to them from the way of 
holiness, entreating them with earnest so- 
licitude to retrace their steps, and seek 
without delay the light of Divine grace, and 
to flee from the snares with which Satan has 
surrounded them: yet neither their irrita- 
tion nor their ridicule will aflect the reality 
of things, or confound the path of licentious- 
ness with that of holiness. The one is a 
broad, slippery, and rapid descent, termi- 
nating in darkness and destruction; the other 
is a narrow path which ascends without 
interruption towards the glorious light 
of heaven; and if those, who follow the 
path of life, were silent as to the difi^erence 
that exists between these two roads, the 
very stones would cry out from the high- 
way of Death, for they are stained with the 
defilement of earthly abominations, and their 
testimony is more than sufficient to alarm the 
consciences of the hypocritical and profane. 

L 3 
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The Children of Gody by their Walk in the 
Path of Holiness, convince the world that 
their faith is genuine. 

Thus a man must be within this sacred 
highway of sanctification, iii order to his 
being rightly assured that he is advancing 
towards heaven as a child of God, and one 
of Christ's redeemed. 

This is the only path in which Jesus 
walked. His footsteps are only to be dis* 
covered in this track of light. In no other 
road does this Good Shepherd lead the 
flock of His pasture. His own sheep whom 
He has taken out from among the world, 
and whom He is constantly bringing nearer 
to His own glorious resting place, while He 
tells them, *' Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
without Holiness none can see the Lord" 

Noy no man, whether he bears the name 
of Christian, or not, will see God, unless he 
has followed the way of holiness. He may 
have been considered for years a pillar in 
the church, as a master and teacher { he may 
boast of knowing sil doctrines, and inter- 
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preting all mysteries — he may be an object 
of esteem and admiration to a whole genera- 
tion ; yet, if he has not walked as Jesus 
Himself walked, the Word of God declares 
that he has only been a liar, who will be 
refused admittance into that city wh^re-^ 
into nothing that defileth shall enter. 

Yon, then, whd profess to believ6 in Jesus, 
be fully persuaded that it is in the way of 
light and holiness that you must follow tiim, 
for he is only to be found there. It is a 
road which has its crosses, the heaviest is 
that which was borne by Jesils; your's is 
close to it ; take it tip, and advance without 
fear. 

Lift up your eyes, and behold, Jesus is 
before you! Oh either side of Him you 
see the great cloud of witnesses, those 
sincere and holy men, who in all ages have 
given him their heart, and have professed to 
seek by faith a heatenly and better country, 
a city which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God. 

These witnfesses, these faithful disciples, 
are your brethren, meinbers with you of the 

L 4 
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same body, and partakers of the same Spirit. 
They also have their crosses, but they walk 
at liberty, no fetter binds them to this pre- 
sent evil world and its vanities ; every action 
shews that they have renounced its lusts and 
corruptions. They have gone forth with- 
out the camp, they have fled out of Sodom, 
their faces are towards the heavenly Jerusa- 
lem, and they return no more to the Babylon 
of this world. 

Be of good courage then, go forward to 
join them, advance beyond those who, sur- 
round you, make haste, and tarry not. It 
is for you, who know and love Christ, to set 
the example, and thus to prove that the 
powerful influence of flesh and blood, and 
the attractions of the world, are nothing to 
you in comparison with the glory of your 
King, and the commands which His Spirit 
imposes. 

** I will/* says He, by the mouth of one of 
His Ambassadors, *' that you which have be- 
lieved, should be careful to maintain good 
works, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world. Therefore,. 
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hath the Father chosen you in me, before 
the foundation of the world, and for this 
cause have I purchased you with my pre- 
cious blood, that you might be holy and 
unblameable before me in Love. You are 
then a holy nation, a peculiar people, a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, des- 
tined to shew forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light. 

What commands are these! What so- 
lemnity, what majesty, what heavenly gran- 
deur in these injunctions of the Son of God, 
on all who obey him ! What a divine obli- 
gation is laid on these sinful men, whom His 
grace has justified for ever, throngh faith ; 
whom the Spirit of Adoption has sealed ; and 
who now are called by a new name, the 
name of God and of the Lamb. 

They, and they alone, will understand 
these commands. Saved, as by fire, from 
the Babylon of this World, they bear in 
their hands the sacred vessels of the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing. They are 
manifested as the children of God, without 
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rebake, in the midst of a crooked and per- 
Tetse generation^ among whom they shine as 
lights in the world, and thus encourage the 
Weak and timid by their example, and assist 
them to burst the bonds by which they are 
yet fettered. 

In fact, who but those who are created 
anew unto good works, will set an example 
of holiness, and who but the children of God 
will instruct the children of men? Who 
will exhibit a hatred of sin, but he whose 
guilt has been washed away in the blood of 
the Lamb ; and who will lead a new and holy 
life upon earth, but tie who is risen with 
Christ hy the faith which is of the opera- 
tion of the Spirit of God ? Will not those 
whose heart and whose treasure is in heaven, 
prove by their present conversation, that 
they view the things of earth as of little 
worth, and that they consider invisible 
things as the true object of their affections ? 
Will not that Love which is of God, and 
which is the living seal and earnest of those 
riches of wisdom and glory with which 
God's elect are endowed, shine most brightly 
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in that family and hoase of the Living God, 
which is the Church and Spouse of Christ, 
redeemed by Him from destruction, and 
quickened unto life eternal ? 

Say, Reader, on whom is a Divine obliga^ 
tion laid to exhibit the purity of Faith and 
sincerity of obedience, if not on those who, 
having obtained precious faith, and having 
tasted that the Lord is gracious, know also 
that His yoke is easy, and that His com-^ 
mandments are not grievous ? 

Where shall we find the truest virtues, 
those wjbich are the most difficult to practice ; 
where shall we discover heartfelt and con* 
sistent piety, a firm and uncompromising 
confession of the Name of Jesus, the public 
and domestic observance of the worship of 
God, the sincere and unvarying profession 
of preferring heavenly and eternal things to 
those which are earthly and temporal! 
Where shall we expect to find submission 
to the laws, obedience to authorities, respect 
for superiors, love of concord and order, a 
generous zeal for the true welfare of the 
people,, and for the maintenance of loyalty. 
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iategritji aDd morality ? Who will shew an 
anxiety to avoid all contention, strife, ani- 
mosity, envyings, and evil speakings, and 
seek to fulfil that injunction — ^* Love your 
enemies^ bless them that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, and pray for them 
that despitefully use you, and persecute 
you /" Yes, we are to pray for those who, 
on account of the glorious Name whereby 
we are called, calumniate and speak re- 
proachfully of us! And where will these 
good fruits abound, what persons will thus 
bear upon earth the resemblance of their 
Father in Heaven, doing good to all, en- 
countering privations, losses, and trials, 
ready even to sacrifice life itself, if thereby 
God may be glorified, and the prosperity 
of His Church promoted? Say, Reader, 
where will this light shine, if not in those 
who have believed with the heart in Jesus, 
who, having been baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, have received from 
God a will which is victorious over this 
world and its lusts, and who know that a 
day is coming, when those who have loved 
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and followed the Saviour will receive glory, 
honour, and immortality ? 

Will not THESE PERSONS^ wbo are jus- 
tified by faith, and renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, add to their faith, virtue, and to 
virtue, knowledge, and to knowledge, tem- 
perance, and to temperance^ patience, and 
to patience, brotherly kindness, and to 
brotherly kindness, charity ; thus giving 
diligence to make their calling and election 
sure, and advancing triumphantly towards 
the everlasting kingdom of their Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ? Will not these 
Christians, by their holy conversation 
upon earth, shew forth the praises of Him 
who loved them, and to whom their souls 
are united for eternity? 



2. Perseverance is another distinctive mark 
of Sanctification. 

But if this obedience of the family of God 
to the commands of their Father, were im- 
perfect in its duration ; if it were limited to 
a certain number of acts, and if it finally 
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ceased after a few ineffectual efforts; it 
would be unworthy of the Holy Spirit, 
who is its source, and of the example 
of Jesus, which is its model. The seed 
which sprang up for a little while, and 
was afterwards scorched by the sun, or 
choked by the thorns, produced no supply 
for the granary; for it had not received the 
blessing of Him who alone giveth the in- 
crease. The Disciple who takes pleasure 
for awhile in the instructions of the Gospel, 
and receives the word with gladness for a 
season, but who is ofibnded when distress 
or persecution arises for the Truth's sake, 
is not of the number of those to whom the 
King will say at the last day. Enter into 
my rest ; for this Many though he had been 
enlightened, and had tasted of the heavenly 
gift ; though he had been partaker of the 
Holy Ghost, and had tasted the good word 
of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
yet he never believed with the heart unto 
righteousness. His relapse into unbelief, and 
his revolt against Christ, proves that he 
was not a tree planted by the Father, and 
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that his profession of faith was only a false 
illusion and hypocritical pretence. 

He, then, truly believes and is ripening 
for heaven, who has been begotten of God, 
through the incorruptible seed of the Word 
of Truth, and by the power of the Spirit of 
Life. There can be no falling away from 
the grace and righteousness of God. To 
suppose such a possibility, would be to liken 
the work of God to that of an unskilful arti- 
ficer; and to conceive that the redemption 
of a soul may eventually resemble the un- 
successful efforts of a man to rescue another 
from danger; and the humiliating disappoint- 
ment of one who, having begun to build a 
tower, had not wherewith to finish it. 

Jestis, the Almighty Redeemer, of Sion, 
as we have already said, is not an helper, 
but a perfect Saviour. He has actually and 
for ever saved those whom He loved ; and 
these redeemed ones will be manifested as 
such in the sight of men and angels. It will 
be known in them, that the salvation which 
the Father has given them in His Son, was 
revealed to them by the power of the Holy 
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Spirit ; that as they were foreknoum, that is^ 
loved and chosen by the Father in Jesas^ 
before the foundation of the worlds so they 
were called, and justified, in order that by 
the same grace, and through the power of 
the same life, they might bo set free from 
sin and death, sanctified after the likeness 
of Jesus, their elder brother, and at length 
glorified in the state of blessedness, for which 
they were created anew by their God and 
Saviour. 

Such is the Salvation of God. He keepc^ 
His children by His mighty power, unto the 
glory which shall be revealed and manifested 
in them; and He will preserve them unto 
the end, that they may be blameless in the 
day of Christ. As He has given His Son 
for them, He will give them all things with, 
and in Him ; and since when they were 
enemies, He reconciled them unto Himself 
by the death of Jesus, much more now, being 
reconciled, will they be saved by His life. 

They shall, therefore, persevere, because 
God has given them Eternal Life, Christ 
their Head liyeth, therefore they shall live 
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also. The Father hath given them in the 
fulness that is in Christ Jesus, all things 
that pertain unto everlasting life, and the 
Holy Spirit puts them into possession of the 
same, according to the promise of Him who 
cannot lie. 

Thus, obedience is not enforced on the be- 
liever, for a few days or years only. The 
practice of good works is not, as it were, a 
task to be performed," after which nothing 
remains to be done. The family of God is 
everlastingly holy. There will be no rest in 
their obedience, if by .this word we under- 
stand a cessation from action ; for the holy 
and just will of God, will be eternally the 
rule of existence to that people whom He 
hath formed for Himself to shew forth His 
praise. 

What an error would it be to conceive 
that a disciple of the Lord Jesus is at liberty 
to relax in his vigilance, and in his earnest 
desire to know and to follow the whole will 
of his God! What a false and low idea 
should we form of the union of a soul by 
faith unto Jesus, if we supposed that this 



238 GOSPEL SEEDS. 

union might be suspended for a while, or at 
length be finally dissolved ! As if the Holy 
Spirit, by whose agency it is formed, were 
inconstant in His purposes, or wanted power 
to bring them into eflTect. And how far 1 
removed from the steadfast perseverance, [ 
which is the characteristic mark of evange- < 
lical sanctification, are the feeble, indolent, 
and soon wearied efforts of many professed 



Christians to practice reformation, and imi- 
tate Him whom they pretend to know and > 
to serve. 

No, Reader, be assured once more, that 
God does not half quicken His people unto 
eternal life, neither is this life partially ma- 
nifested in His children. He hdiS justified 
them by His grace, and by the same grace 
He sanctifies them. As He clothes them 
with a finished righteousness, so He enriches 
them with a perfect holiness. This holiness 
has no limit in time or in eternity. It will 
never have a termination in the state of glory, 
how much less then can its commencements 
here upon earth, ever have an end? And 
how shall the child of God be limited to 
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the first rudimeots in bis study of heavenly 
wisdom ? 

Go forward, therefore. Christian! This 
is the word of command from Heaven to the 
Church upon earth. Thou art to press on* 
wards from strength to strength, in passing 
through the valley of Baca, towards the 
dwelling-place of thy God. Go forward, 
then, with courage, sustained by the promises 
of thy Lord, and by His Spirit who bears 
witness that He loves thee. This is the race 
in which thou art to run; thou must not stop 
until thou hast reached the mark, and then 
only wilt thou receive the prize. He who 
perseveres unto the end, shall be saved, hut 
if any man draw hack, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him. 

Be strong, then, and encourage thyself in 
the Lord. Let no man take thy crown. 
Shew that thou art a child of God, by coming 
forth from the world, and pressing onwards 
towards a heavenly country. Will God's 
presence be with the fearful and timid, who 
dare not quit the ranks of unbelievers? And 
thou, whom God has drawn to Himself, and 
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delivered from bondage^ thou whom He has 
blessed with the liberty of His chosen, wilt 
thou remain in the darkness and slavery of 
sin, as if thou wert still like a criminal laden 
with chains ; and wilt thou continue to follow 
the same path in which the profane, the un- 
believing, the enemies of God, and of His 
Christ, are rushing forwards to ruin and de- 
struction ? 

No ; thy days must not be passed with such 
companions ! What agreement can there be, 
what fellowship between thee, a redeemed 
servant of Christ, and the children of diso- 
bedience, who take pleasure in iniquity ? O, 
Believer ! Thou art a child of Abraham, and 
with thy Father thou art an heir of the 
promises, through the same Faith, implanted 
by one and the same Spirit. 

Act as Abraham did. He came forth from 
Ur, the idolatrous city of the Chaldseans, be 
left it for ever, he retained no tie of attach- 
ment with the land of his nativity, and he 
became a pilgrim and a stranger upon earthy 
professing to seek an heavenly and invisible 
country, which he expected on the faithful 
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promise of God. Tn like manner go forth, O 
disciple of Jesus! Thou who likewise be- \\\ 
lievest the promise, who art looking for the : : | 
city which hath foundations, whose builder ^ ^ ' 
and maker is God. Come out of the world, \ . 
and be separate from its pollutions, lay aside .; . 
every weight, disengage thyself from every '"' 
entanglement, and be foremost in ascending 
the mount of sacrifice, where thy sincere and 
unreserved obedience shall manifest that thou 
truly lovest Him who hath called thee, and 
that His will is dearer to thee than all thine 
own inclinations, thy carnal ease, and thy life 
itself; than all the promises, hopes, and se- , 
ductions of earth. 

Here is thy true portion, O disciple and 
friend of Jesus ! Thus thy Father teacheth 
t&ee, this is the path wherein His Spirit 
would have thee to walk. This is the kinff- 
dom of God, and the everlasting righteous- 
ness, which the heart of him who is renewed 
by Grace seeks first; this is the bread of 
Heaven, on which he desires to feed daily ; 
this is the refreshing water springing up unto 
everlasting life, of which he drinks freely ; 
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and it is his joy to follow after those fruits 
of holiness which are to the glory of his 
adorable Redeemer, and which are wrought 
through the efficacy of that Spirit of Adop- 
tion whereby he is sealed. It is by living 
upon earth as a citizen of Heaven, by acting 
as one who is risen with Christ, that the 
Christian evidently shews to the world, that 
if he is saved by grace, without any works 
or merits of his own, this salvation has been 
revealed to him by the immediate power of 
God Himself, who works in him not only to 
will, but also to do, of his own good pleasure. 
And thus God teaches His child this truth, 
" That if no works are required for Salva- 
tion, there is, nevertheless, no Salvation 
without works.^ 



The peace of God reigns in the heart of the 

Believer. 

Thus every soul that has been washed in 
the blood of the Lamb, every man who 
through Faith in Christ, is a partaker of the 
blessings of the Covenant of Grace, on whom 
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God has bestowed the complete remission of 
his sins, and the gift of eternal life, has also 
received, through the same Almighty Grace, 
a new heart, in which God has implanted the 
love of His laws, and a new spirit which sub- 
mits, not by constraint, but :willingly, to the 
commandments of Jesus. This all proceeds 
from God, and has its source in the sovereign 
election which He has manifested towards 
the objects of His love, those vessels of 
tnercy whom He hath afore prepared unto 
glory. In God alone, therefore, we must 
view the accomplishment, as well as the pur- 
pose, of this great Salvation. It is He who ' 
has freely given, in Christ, forgiveness of sin 
and eternal life ; and it is He also who in 
Christ, and by the Almighty Power of His 
Spirit, sanctifies and prepares for glory those 
whom He has loved with an everlasting 
love. 

The Peace of God, which passeth all 
Mnderstandit^, is the necessary and constant 
accompaniment of this glorious Salvation. 
Being justified by Faith, the believer has 
peace with God, through Jesus Christ, his 
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Saviour, and faithful Intercessor. Through 
this blessed Redeemer, he has free and 
ever ready access into the grace wherein 
he stands, being established therein by the 
Spirit who dwells within him. Sin has no 
more dominion over him, for he is under the 
reign of Grace, whose gracious empire is 
exercised through the righteousness of God, 
wherewith the disciple of Jesus is clothed, 
and of whom he is the Happy Servant. 

Yes, Reader, the happy servant, for these 
words are not lightly used. They are the 
language of the Spirit of God, who declares 
that the man who was once the servant of I 
sin, but who has obeyed from the heart the • 
doctrines of Truth, is set free from the bon- ; 
dage of sin and death, and is translated into 
the kingdom of the grace of God, where he 
is bound with the cords of the Father's love 
in Jesus, and receives daily and infallible 
proofs of the presence, vigilance, and care of 
his Shepherd, who, in His unchanging love, 
directs and makes all things work together 
for his present peace, and eternal blessedness. 

The Christian, who is justified and sealed 
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hy the Spirit of Adoption^ whereby he calls 
God his Father, is not left like an orphan 
without guardianship and protection, who 
has to take care of, and provide for himself 
through his own wisdom and resources. God 
Himself, is his guardian, his rock, his for- 
tress, his tower of retreat, and through Him 
he is more than conqueror. He has all things 
in Christ, and, above all, he possesses that 
peace which the Assurance of the Love of 
God imparts, and in the enjoyment of which 
he seeks to fulfil in all things his Father's 
will. 

How blessed, then, is the Christian, even 
now ! What promises for this life, belong to 
faith and godliness, and what joys are found 
in the true service of God I The child of 
God, who is the salt of the earthy lives to the 
glory of his Redeemer, in the love and com- 
munion of that gracious Father who has re- 
conciled him to Himself in His well beloved 
Son, and who mightily accomplishes in him 
the work of His good pleasure. Oh happy 
inhabitant of earth ! who, victorious over this 
world, passes through it as the son of a King, 
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possessing it» and not possessed by it ; rea- 
lizing for himself, and shedding around him 
the purest joys, and the most abiding bles- 
sings! Blessed pilgrim and stranger! Daring 
his short period of sojourning here^ it is true 
he must encounter the contradiction of sin- 
ners ; he must endure contempt, insult, and 
derision from the multitude of those who 
know not the children of Ood, because they 
have not known the Father; but he wel-^|| 
comes this little moment of light affliction, \ < 
with the submission of Faith, and patience .; 
of Hope ; knowing that soon it shall be ex* 
changed for a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, and boundless blessedness in 
the bosom of Jesus* 

The Christian thus awaits in peace the 
coming of his Lord. The motive and ac* 
tuating principle of his vigilance is not the 
fear of losing a salary, or of being disap- 
pointed of a reward. No ; he who is adopted 
in Jesus, is not swayed by a spirit of bon- 
dage. His watchfulness is that of liberty, 
for he freely loves his 6od, and delights to 
look for his Saviour's appearing ; and this 
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very liberty, which is the perfect law of 
Grace, is the principle of all his obedience, 
and of his expectation of present and final 
succoar and deliyerance. 

And let not the believing child of God 
be discouraged, should this Gracious and 
Almighty Saviour seem to delay His coming. 
If to the eye of sense He is absent, Faith 
knows that He is near, that He is never dis- 
tant from His little flock; that He sees, 
preserves, and protects each one of His be- 
loved sheep, for whom He has never-failing 
supplies of help, relief, succour, and conso- 
lation. If the Christian is weak in himself, 
Jesus is his strength as well as his life; 
and what strength is equal to that of the^ 
Almighty God ! If the sheep of Christ wan- 
der from the fold ; if seduced afresh by the 
vanities from which Grace had rescued the 
believer, he leaves the way of righteousness, 
and returns again to the dark paths of sin ; 
if he thus grieves the Spirit of his Father, 
and ceases to listen to his Shepherd's voice ; 
this good Shepherd who has the names of 
His sheep engraven on the palms of His 
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hands, goes after the wanderer, calls him | 
back, arrests his progress, and taking him up 
in His arms, brings him home to the fold, 
and there trains him to docility and obe- . 
dience. And should the combined powers 
of earth and hell, attack the peace and safety 
of one of Christ's sheep, He who has sworn 
that He has espoused His Church in faithful- 
ness, would cause His voice to be heard, 
silencing the threatenings of the world and 
of Satan, by these declarations of His 
purposes of grace an<l love : " None shall •• 
pluck my sheep out of my hand. The Father . 
wlu) gave them me is greater than all, and I 
and my Father are one. The gates of hell 
shall not prevail against the flock tvhich I 
have purchased with my own blood. I came 
from Heaven to do the will of my Father, 
and this is His will, that of all that he hath 
given me, I should lose nothing. I laid down 
my life for my sheep, and behold^ lam notu 
alive for evermore, interceding for them, at the 
right hand of my Father, that they may be- 
hold my glory, and enter into that fulness of 
joy which is in my presence for ever and everJ^ 
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These are the words of Him who cannot 
lie, and thus He declares that the Christian 
who is saved and sanctified by grace^ cannot 
cease to be a Christian; because the gifts 
and calling of God are without repentance; 
because there is no more condemnation for 
those whom Christ has delivered from con- 
demnation, by being made a curse for .them ; 
because the blood of the everlasting covenant 
has been shed for the remission of sin ; be- 
cause the soul which is cleansed thereby, has 
not been purged from guilt for a few hours 
or days only, but for ever, by a perfect and 
eternal sacrifice; because the sinner for whom 
the victim of propitiation was ofiered up, has 
truly received the remission of his sins, and 
is made partaker of that good part which 
shall not he taken away from him. 



The Assurance of Salvation is the source of 

Holiness, 

Reader ! how great is this salvation ! How 
glorious are the doctrines which it proclaims ! 
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How it exalts at once the justice and mercy ^ 
of God, and how it maDifests His holiness ! 

Man, by nature a lost rebel against his , 
Creator, receites throuf^h the Grace of God ' 
in Jestts, full and free forgiveness, and in- 
finite and eternal blessedness. Be is also 
renewed in the spirit of his mind, and through 
the power of the Diyine Life, whereby he is 
quickened, he acts in conformity with the 
will and nature of his Redeemer, into whose 
likeness he will finally be fully transformed, i I ^ 
Nothing has been required of him to make \ \ 
him the object of such love ; and every thing I 
is bestowed on him to render him worthy of j 
his high vocation. What holy grandeur and ' 
beauty is manifested in such a dispensation ! 
How is God revealed throughout as its An-I 
thor!^ How does it bear the seal of H\i / / ; 
sovereignty, and shew forth His infinite * ' 
perfections ! 

And yet how seldom is this comforting 
Truth of the faithfulness of God to His own 
people, and their perseverance in His grace, 
received by those who profess that they are 
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instructed by the Gospel^ and that they know 
the glad tidings of the Father's love in Jesus. 
How many nominal Christians consider these 
glorious and holy doctrines as dangerous, 
and exclaim, ^* Beware of preaching them, 
lest those who receive them, should fall into 
licentiousness of life and conduct. Rather 
tell the sheep of Jesus, that from one moment 
to another it is possible they may be taken 
from him, that so their fear may produce 
watchfulness !" 

Oh ye who are thus slow of heart to be- 
lieve the Scriptures, does the sheep watch 
and take care of its Shepherd, or rather, is 
it not the Shepherd who guards and protects 
the sheep? When Jesus offered Himself up 
on the cross, through the power of the Eter* 
nal Spirit, was this an ineffectual attempt at 
redemption, and was either the will or the 
power wanting to achieve the work? Oh, 
what a supposition ! What blind ignorance ! 
What blasphemy against the Grace of God 
is involved in such an inference ! 

It is impossible that those who maintain 
such doctrine can ever have understood what 
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the Scripture affirms concerning the operation 
of the Holy Spirit in the soul which is united 
to Christ by Faith. They know not, that 
the Lord has engaged in His covenant of 
grace concerning His people to bestow on 
His children a new heart and a right spirit, 
enabling them in truth and sincerity to call 
upon His name. They lose sight of the very 
source of that faith and assurance, of which 
they so much dread the consequences; they 
forget that this source is the Love of God 
towards His creature, whom it is His will to 
save ; which love, being mightier in its opera- 
tion than the principle of fear, draws, wins, 
and attracts the heart of the child of God ; 
so that the more the Love of God in Christ f i ■? 
is shed abroad in the soul by the Holy Ghost, 
the more are its effects manifested, and the 
more does it excite an ardent desire after 
nearer communion with God, and unreserved 
obedience to His will. 

" As the hart panteth after the water 
brooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God! 
My soul thirstethfor God, yea even for the 
Living God; when shall I come and appear 
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in the presence of GodT Such are the 
desires of a soul that has been touched by 
Divine Grace, and surely they are not 
those of impiety or unholiness. No; the 
man in whose soul these longings after God 
exist, cannot wilfully relax in his obedience ; 
and it is not to be feared that the same 
heart, which sighs after the Saviour's pre* 
sence, should take delight in actions and 
pursuits which would lead him to a still 
greater distance from Him. ** He who is 
born of God sinneth not, but he that is be^ 
gotten of God keepeth himself and that 
wicked one toucheth him not J' And if the 
Child of God goes astray, will not this gra- 
cious Father reclaim and call him back ; will 
he not humble him, and make his heart 
bruised and contrite, constraining him to 
exclaim with tears, in the midst of his 
want and misery ; ** I will arise and go 
to my Father! and will say unto Him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and before Thee /" .... And has not this 
tender Father always the same bowels of 
compassion ? Is He not ready to welcome 
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and embrace the Child of His Love — of His 
UBchangeable Love? 

Therefore, let not the Christian fear to I \ 
place his whole confidence in Grod, casting / : 
himself, without reserve, on the Testimony I : 
and Promises of his faithful and Almighty \ \ 
Redeemer. In this child-like confidence, 
his faith will be established and confirmed. 
The joy of the Lord is the strength of his 
people ; and since this joy is a fruit of the 
Spirit of Promise, the Christian must re* 
sign himself to the inward direction of this 
Spirit; he must constantly live near the 
Saviour, and in close communion with Him, 
in order that this joy may be increased. 
Now it is not in a state of doubt, fear, and 
distrust, that communion with God is to be 
maintained ; but it is by reposing entire con- 
fidence in his Promises, it is in implicitly 
believing that He, who has begun his good 
work in us, will perform it unto the end; 
Nay more— -'Ood is Faithful—and He would 
no more permit His Child to use his Liberty , 
as a ground for licentious conduct, than He > 
would separate His Will to save from His 
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Govenant of Peace ;— withdraw from His | 
Word of Grace its Holy and quickening 
Energy — or— extinguish the Light of His 
Spirit of Truth, and suffer the flame of His ' 
Unchanging Love to be quenched. 

And should you still imagine, Reader, 
that after all it is possible that a child of 
God may so fall away and apostatize from 
the grace of God> as to be finally cast ofl^, 
and abandoned to total and irremediable 
ruin; I would answer you, First: — That al- 
though at first sight Scripture may appear 
to express itself thus, when it says, that 
those who fall away, having been once 
illuminated, and having tasted of the 
heavenly gift, cannot be renewed again 
unto repentance; yet, if we consider this 
passage attentively, we find that the per- 
sons here spoken of, never had belie'ved, 
never had received Jesus, or been sealed with 
the Spirit of Adoption ; for those who have; 
once received this precious gift of Faith, and 
who have been sealed by the Spirit, can lose 
neither the one nor the other ; but they are 
inade thereby more than conquerors over 



256 GOSPEL SEEDS. 

the world and SataD, according to the teS' 
timony of the Word of God in 1 John ii. 
19, 20. Romans y. and viii. and John vi. 
and X. 

Consider also, that as it is not the child of ^ 
God who has chosen God for his Father, but 
it is Grod who has chosen His child; so 
neither does the child protect the father, or 
maintain the relationship by his own love ; ; 
but it is the love of the father which pro- ' 
tects and watches over the child. We are 
not to conceive of Salvation, as if man held 
himself suspended by his own hand to the 
arm of God, stretched over the mouth of 
the abyss; for how soon would weariness, 
inconstancy, and the deceitfulness of the 
heart prevail, causing him to relax his grasp, 
and he would be precipitated into perdition. 
On the contrary, in this glorious salvation, 
it is the Omnipotent, Unwearied, Everlast- 
ing hand of the Most High, which, having : 
rescued the sinner from the pit of destruc- 
tion, securely upholds him far above that 
dark abyss. And who shall prove stronger 
than God, and cause the Almighty to loosen 
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His hold, and take from Him His captives i ^ 
And since none can pluck out of His hand 
those whom He thus holds, it must be God . 
who suffers them to fall, who ceases to pre- ' 
serve them, and to love them freely by His 
grace, so that He is no longer faithful and 
unchangeable ! . . . Oh, what a false and er- ! 1 - 
roneous supposition ! * * 

Therefore, let all glory be ascribed to the 
grace of God, by acknowledging the per- 
manence as well as the immensity of His par- 
doning love. All sin is for ever for- 
given the object of His grace. When Jesus, 
the well-beloved, the only Son of the Father, 
loved the Church, He loved her with His 
whole heart, and with His whole soul. When 
He said, "Lo! I come to do thy will, O 
God !" He came, in fact, to accomplish the 
good pleasure of Him who sent Him, to ran- 
som eternally the children whom this Ever- 
lasting Father purposed to bring to glory. 
In this new creation, all things are of Him, 
to Him, and through Him. The A.lpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
were present to his decree, to his love, and 
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to the travail of his soul. As it was the > 
Most High, the Creator, who in His sovereign 
grace planned this purpose of love, so also 
it is in His sovereigpn power, as God, and not 
man, that He carries His determination into 
effect, and places the crown of triumph on 
that Jesus whom, as Head of the Church, He 
hath exalted above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named in this world, and that 
which is to come^ and under whose feet, when 
the head of the serpent is bruised, shall be 
put death and hell, and all the power of 
the enemy. 

Be of good courage, then, you, who with 
the heart believe and trust in this Almighty 
Saviour. Are you well assured that Jesus 
is known to you, that with your heart you 
receive him as sent of the Father, that you 
believe in his death, resurrection, and glory? 
This it is that is all important and essential. 
Seek, therefore, carefully to ascertain whether > 
the Truth be thus in you. Believe, as Abra- ; 
ham did, with a faith that works hy love, that 
submits the will and affections to God, that 
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gladly receives the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. Make the certainty of your calling i 
and election still more sure to your own 
heart by the sincere, devoted, and constant 
practice of every duty which becomes the 
followers of Jesus, and which He sets before \ 
them, and thus live in the fellowship of the 
Son of God, walking €L8 He did, in the light. , 
Thus shall you not stumble in the way of | 
righteousness, but you shall taste the peace ^ 
of God ; you shall have the joy of hope, and 
the comfort of love. Rejoicing in hope of 
the glory of God, knowing that you are kept 
by Him for the inheritance which is laid up 
for you in heaven, and which cannot be taken 
from you, you will be able to take up this 
joyful language, and say, ** I know in whom I 
have believed, and that He is able to keep thai 
which I have committed unto Him against 
that day. Yes, I know, and am persuaded 
that the Lord, my Redeemer, wiU deliver me 
from every evil work, and will preserve me 
unto His heavenly kingdom. If God^ therefore^ 
is for me J who shall be against me ? Who 
shall condemn me ? It is God who justifietb 
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me, God who hath redeemed me, who inter" 
cedes for me^ and who will make me more 
than conqueror. O, mv soal. return unto 
% „.,'»„. a.e ComUr Hi„,elf h..h 
taught thee that neither death, nor life, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor , / | 
heighthf nor depth, nor any other creature^ 
shall he able to separate thee from the l(n)e 
of God which is in Christ Jesus thy Liord !" 
" And yet," some will say, ** what would 
have become of David and Peter, if they 
had left this world, while they were yet in 
their sins, and before they had repented V 

O ! ye of little Faith! Is not He who saves, 
the same Almighty God who kills and makes 
alive ? Has He not declared to His Church, 
" All thy children shall be taught of the Lord, 
and great shall be the peace of thy children. 
In righteousness shalt thou be established; 
thou shalt be far from oppression^ for thou 
shalt not fear ; and from terror^ for it shall 
not come near thee** And does he not add, 
^^ Behold! they shall surely gather together, 
but not by me ; whosoever shall gather to- 
gether, shall fall for thy sake. Behold, I 
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have created the smith that bloweth the coals 
in the fire, and that bringeth forth an in- 
strument for his work : and I have created 
^ the waster to destroy. No weapon that is 

formed against thee shall prosper, and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee in 
Judgment, shall thou condemn." Is not this 
what God declares? And does he not add, 
*' This is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lordf and their righteousness is ofme^ saith 

the Lord ?" 

Ask, therefore, whether God can fail in 
His promises, or annul His covenant of grace, 
before you conceive that one of His children 
might have perished in his sin, and quitted 
this life without repentance. To whom be- 
longs life and continuance of days ; and who 
is it who gives repentance, tears of contrition, 
a broken heart, and a contrite spirit I Who 
sient Nathan to the Son of Jesse, and who 
looked upon Peter, and afterwards said to 
him, *' Lovest thou me T* Did not this pro- 
ceed from the faithful love of the Father to 
His erring children ? And if sin and Satan 
for a while seduced, enslaved, and oppressed 
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them, could these powers of darkness ulti- 
mately prevail against Almighty grace, and 
did these two sheep of Christ finally perish 
out of His fold ? 

Those, therefore, who do not hold fast the 
profession of their faith unto the end, and 
persevere in that obedience which is the fruit 
and evidence of believing, never belonged to 
the peculiar people purchased with a prke, 
the Israel of Ood, the heavenly family, the 
Church of Christ, They did not hold the 
beginning of their confidence steadfast unto 
the end, therefore they were not made par^ 
takers of Christ. They professed to be 
Christians, and they lived in the midst of 
Christ's sheep; but it was made manifest 
that they were not of them, for if they had 
been of their number, they would have con- 
tinued with them, and none would have 
taken from them their crown; but in the 
strength of God, they would have reached 
the end of the race, and fought the good 
fight of faith, and, at length, they would 
have received the fulfilment of the promises, 
and the glorious inheritance of the Saints, 
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Conclusion. The Believer jtisttfied 
through grace, and sanctified by the 
Spirit of Christ, awaits, with joy, the 
summons of his Lord. 

What a happy life is that which is thus 
passed in the assurance of the forgiveness of 
all sin, under the faithful guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, which constantly leads to a more 
attentive imitation of the example of Jesus ! 
To be at peace as to the past ; to enjoy, in 
the present, the love and blessing of God; 
and to contemplate, in the future, the fuUil* 
ment of the richest and most glorious hopes ; 

Oh ! what a portion ! This is a life 

worthy of the name, for it is living in reality, 
to live to God, and for Him ! 

The Christian, who is thus clothed in the 
Righteousness of God, approaches without 
reluctance or terror the end of his race, and 
prepares to enter into eternity, that myste- 
rious state of being into which he cannot 
pass without separation, through death, 
from a portion of himself. No — it is not 
against his Will, that he treads the last 
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step of his journey, and launches forth 
into boundless space, beyond the Rock he 
had so lately climbed. He knows that '^'iff 
he is not alone, his God is with him ; and 
this gracious God is his Saviour, who is the ;- ;^ 
resurrection and the life. What then has he ; . « , 
to fear, since it is at the command of Jesus \ , 
that he leaves the ship, and sets foot on the I 
waves ? Is any billow high enough to hide * 
the Creator from his view, and has the cold { ;? . 

I ! • ■ ' 

blast of death a louder sound than the trum- j j 1 1 ' 
pet of God, which shall command earth, hell, | { ' [ 
and sea to open, and give up their dead? . / . -' 

It is with holy traaquillity and peace that 
the Christian meditates on the latter moments 
of his earthly existence, and his entrance into 
eternity. He is not impatient or disquieted, 
for he believes in his God, and he knows that 
his God has fixed the duration of his earthly 
course, and the period when he shall enter 
into rest. He waits, therefore, as the faith- 
ful and attached servant awaits the return 
of bis master, with confidence and longing 
expectation. He says, *' Amen ! Even so, 
come quickly, Lord Jesus! for I have a 
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desire tp depart and to be with thee. In thy 
presence is fulness of joy, and at thy right- 
hand there are pleasures for evermore; and 
I know that this glorious inheritance is re- 
served for me, for thou didst give it me in 
Jesus before the world was created. I look 1] 
forward, then, with joy to the blessed hope j 
of thine appearing, of thy kingdom and glory, ! 
O, Jesus Christy my Saviour and my GodTf 

Sach is THB Truth of God, revealed in 
the Testimony which He has given ns con- 
cerning the great Salvation which has been 
wrought out by His beloved Son. 

He who is made partaker of this Right- 
eousness OF THE Saints, may be com- 
pared to a traveller who has lost his way, 
and has long been wandering far from the. 
road which he should have pursued. At the 
close of a dark and gloomy day, he reaches a 
desert place surrounded by vast and barren 
plains. 

He looks around him ; he listens atten*- 
tively ; but all is silent as the grave, and not 
a sound is heard, save the low murmur of 
the wind which precedes the night-fall. 

N 
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He stands motionless; his heart ivitfiers 
within him ; and he is overwhelmed with per« 
^exity and fotigne. His strength faik him; 
tears of anguish slowly descend on his pale 
and wayworn countenance^ and this one ex- 
clamation, '' I am lost/' bursts from his lips* 

Night advances, and all around is dark- 
ness. The despairing traveller bethinks him- 
self that he will endeavour, at least, to take 
some rest. He wraps his cloak around him, 
he lies down, and tries to sleep. 

But, behold ! suddenly a naked sword, 
wielded by an invisible and mysterious hand, 
advances amidst the darkness : it comes close 
to himi and is on the point of piercing him« 

Seized with terror, the traveller starts up, 
and rushes across the bushes. This alarm 
gives him new strength, and for a while no 
obstacle can arrest the progress of his flights 
At length, however, he sinks down, ex- 
hausted with fatigue. The sword, with a 
more terrible and menacing aspect than be- 
fore, still pursues him ; it whistles through 
the air, and the unhappy object of its fury 
exerts his last feeble efforts to avoid its 
threatened blows. 
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Oh! who csHi conceive his anguish and 
alarm ! He is helpless^ hopeless, and alone ! 
If, at least, he had a single friend at hand to 
compassionate his misery. But all resource 
is vain; he is destitute and forsaken; his 
reason even begins to fail, he loses the po'wer 
of thought. Despair possesses his heart, 
and, falling on his knees, he exclaims, *^ It is 
better for me to die than to live 1" 

Suddenly a thought arises in his soul ; it 
is concerning God, His Omnipresence, His 
Almighty Power, His Mercy. And almpst 
without the knowledge of his will, these words 
fall from his lips, '* My God ! have pity upon ^ 
me, thy lost and perishing creature !" . . 

Scarcely has he uttered this cry, when 
scales seem to fall from his eyes, and, looking 
up, he beholds, at the distance of a few steps, 
a vast and brilliant edifice. 

A voice from within is heard to say, i 
*' Knock, and it shall be opened unto you" \ 
The traveller believes ; he draws near ; he 
puts forth his hand ; and knocks. The door 
opens^ and an irresistible power compels him 
to enter. No sooner has he passed the ^ 
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threshold, than the door closes, and, leaning 
against it, he once more breathes freely ; for 
all danger is past, and the terrible sword can 
no longer pursue him. 

Who can describe his joy, and the new 
feelings which have taken possession of his 
heart ! He is no longer a defenceless wan- 
derer. He has bid adieu to the desert. He 
is no more forsaken and alone. A voice has 
directed him to knock, and a mighty arm 
has drawn him into the asylum of safety. 
Above all, the tremendous sword cannot 
touch or alarm him. An impassable barrier 
separates him from the world, and the united 
efforts of all mankind could not prevail to 
burst it. 

" Peace be to the traveller ! for he has 
entered the abode of peace, the paternal 
mansion in which his brethren are assembled, 
and, iabove all, whiere the elder Brother's 
presence fills every heart with joy. Peace 
be to the traveller ! Never shall he wander 
again in the howling wilderness, never shall 
he know terror any more ! Peace be multi- 
plied to the traveller who has newly entered! 
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Peace shall be bis ^nduriog portion, and the 
eyerla$ting consolation of God's chosen, shall 
unceasingly be ponred into his soul !" 

These words are uttered by a chori|s of 
voices, which resound in harmonious accents 
of solemn joy. The heart of the traveller 19 
pfsnetrated with emotion, he sheds tears of 
happiness, and he longs to unite in these p- 
thems of joy. But they sjoiddenly cease, and 
^^ voice of tenderness, yet of authority, is 
heard to say, '' My child, come up hither !" 
He auswers, ^' O Lord, shew me the way 
that I should go, for all is dark around me !'' 

Then, the same sword which had alarmed 
him in the desert^ appears before him, bu^ 
it assumes a different forip. It is changed 
into a bright lamp, which, going before him, 
g^ides his steps into a straight passage, which 
le^d^ to a rapid eiscei^t, at tfie sumn^it ofi 
wl^icb the Name of ^he Most High is in- 
scribed in letters qf ligbt| and he is clif ^c^ed 
t^ #x his, eye consta^tijr upon it. 

There ui no fear of his stumbling, or mi^- 
sfi^ Ips footing, so V>Pg 9^. he fig^^thfuUy fol- 
lows t^ ^^J^W^-ft of the lamp, an^ lopl^s t^ 
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the Name of the Lord. Bttt alas ! who caii 
tell the inconstancy, the folly, and the in-* 
g^titttde of the hnman heart. Seduced by 
some vain imagination, some earthly desire 
or recollection, the Traveller turns away his 

eye for a moment, and looks elsewhere 

his foot stumbles, his knees give way beneath 
hiih, he falls, and rolls downwards, till he is 
precipitated with violence against the door 
by which he entered, and he lies wounded 
and bruised before it. 

" Unhappy creature ! What would have 
become of thee, if that had not been the 
door against which the powers of hell shall 
never prevail ! If thy Father had not de^ 
clared, that when He shuts, none can op^i ; 
if He were not Almighty and Faithful, oh ! 
say, where hadst thou been now ? — But, fear 
not, thou who art freely loved and adopted 
through grace, thy fail has been within thy 
Father's house; neither thy guilt, thy im- 
prudence, nor thy wounds, can affect the 
safety of thine asylum. Thou hast fallen 
against a rock, but this same rock defends 
and supports thee. Arise, therefore, for thou 
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ftrt a child of One who loves for ever> and 
whose compassions are unchangeable like 
Himself, Take courage, look unto Him, 
and be strengthened. He is mighty to con- 
firm and establish thee, to heal thy wounds, 
and to make thee more obedient, more 
watchful, and more faithful/' 

Encouraged by these consoling words, 
which seem to proceed frota the Name of 
the Lord, the Traveller rises, and sets out 
afresh. He feels some one at his side, who 
supports him, and helps him onward, and 
addresses him thus : '^ I am thy friend, thy 
comforter, thy watchful guide and protector. 
Lean upon me, do not fear to fatigue me, for 
I am Almighty. Resign thyself to my guid- 
ance, and let this Name of thy God, which is 
now revealed to thee, be the strength of 
thine heart. Go forward, until thou hast 
attained the presence of Him who prepared 
a place for thee in this asylum, when He 
planned its structure, and who purposes that 
thou shouldst therein enjoy unmingled peace 
and felicity." 

The Tr&veller can return no lanswer. He 
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graspi, with gratitnde and love^ the hapd 
that condacts him forward. Fall of confi- 
dence in his invisible Guide, sorrowing for 
his past fall, and the unbelief which occa- 
sioned it, and longing with increased ardour 
to draw near to that Heavenly Father, whose 
very Name fills his heart with emotion, de- 
siring to share with his brethren the bliss of 
His presence, he presses onward ; he watches 
every step, he checks every former recollec- 
tion, and every distracting thought; and 
humbly, yet resolutely, he looks to that by 
which his eye was before arrested, "the 
Name of the Lord." As he advances, 
his happiness continually increases ; he feelf 
his strength renewed; he redoubles his efforti^ 
to reach the prize of hb high calling; and 
pants to be admitted into the presence of his 
Gfod and Father. 

In like manner is man, through sin, a lo^t 
li^anderer in the gloomy desert of the world. 
He finds neither rest or safety, for he is 
pursued by the fiaming and avenging sword 
of the Law of God, which threatens him 
with inevitable destruction. Thus, also, the 
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chosen child of God, in the extremity of his h, , . 
despair and misery, receives from the Father's i < 
grace, the thought, will, and desire of fleeing ' 
for refiige to the redemption that is in Jesus. . ul 
The same grace transports the sinner, who is i 
the object of this love, into the asylum of 
safety, and in this abocte of pardon, peace, 
and blessedness, the Eternal Spirit, the Com- 
forter, excites and assists him to go forward, 
and follow the guidance of the enlightening 
Word and Law of God, until he reaches 
everlasting glory. The sinner already justi- 
fied, and now called to be holy, finds all hils 
strength, security, and assurance of perse- 
verance, in the Name of the Lord, the glo- 
rious Name of Immanuel, God manifest in 
the flesh. The asylum of divine grace is 
inviolably secure. The child of God, pre- 
served by his Father, his Saviour, and his 
Guide, rescued from the dominion of sin, and 
having received the gift of repentance unto 
life, cannot finally relapse and be cast into 
outer darkness ; but his falls, however guilty, 
distressing, and grievous they may be, yet 
are all within the precincts of the paternal 
roof; and the filial Spirit of Adoption teaches 
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him to cry, with tears of sorrow, yet with 
confidence, " Oh, my Father ! forgive thy 
guilty chUd !" 

Blessed, yea, unspeakably blessed, are you, ■ I f 
Reader ! if such is truly your belief; if you 
possess this precious Faith ; if this Truth of 
God is implanted within your soul ; and if 
you are indeed arrayed in the Bighteousness 
of the Saints ! \ 

Oh! may this portion be yours, for it i$ 
that ** good part which shall not be taken 
away.*' Give yourself no rest until you are 
assured that you are interested in this Great 
Salvation, until you have ascertained that 
Jesus is your Shepherd, and know that Qis 
Spirit has sealed your squI. And if you ^e 
thu3 richly blessed, if God has justified you 
freely by His Grace, through faith in His 
Son .... then, Oh my brother ! rejoice and 
be exceeding glad: and as yon go forward 
in the way that leads to life eternal, be 
fruitful in every good word and work, and 
live to the Glory of that God who has loved 
you, and with whom you shall dwell for * 
ever and ever! 
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